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Statement of Mission
  The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the context of a Christian 
worldview to promote, provide for, operate and control a program of education 
and training for Christian leaders through awarding certificates and associate, 
baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.
  To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities in students that 
contribute to effective ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide 
range of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use 
information; and promote personal and social maturity.
  For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining biblical and religious 
data; we also assist students in learning and living the Christian life. In terms of 
professional growth, students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance 
opportunities for ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge. 
  At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward ministry and foster both 
an awareness of and a loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.
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“Go therefore and Make Disciples 

of A LL Nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the 

son and of the Holy Spirit...”
-Matthew 28:19

Taking the message to New Heights...
B.A. in Missions with a Concentration 

in Aviation
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FROM THE DESK OF THE

PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

As I write this letter to you, 
it is a bright late summer 
day in Graceville. There is 

the promise of fall in the air in the 
early mornings and I cannot wait 
for it to be here. This is an altogeth-
er wonderful place to live and work. 
In sharp contrast to this blessed 
scene, most of our world is living in 
deep darkness. The specter of ter-
rorism is looming seemingly every-
where. Economic chaos has much 
of the world in its grip. What was 
unthinkable in society a few years 
ago, now seems to be acceptable to 
many in our world. Christianity is 
ridiculed and marginalized. In this 
thick darkness, SOMEONE MUST 
TURN ON THE LIGHT. Our Lord 
came as the Light to lead men out of 
darkness, and He told us that we are 
to be that light.

While the situation noted above 
could be somewhat depressing, I 

am greatly encouraged when I look 
at the students, faculty and staff of 
your Baptist College of Florida. A 
story in the most recent issue of the 
Florida Baptist Witness told of how 
BCF students had served during 
the summer to lead children to sav-
ing faith in Jesus Christ. The article 
noted that more than 4,700 children 
attended the events where these stu-
dents served with 207 making pro-
fessions of faith and 555 prospects 
being identified for the churches. 
Someone is turning on the light. I 
hope that as you read this issue of 
Echoes you will realize that while 
the stories might cover conferences, 
programs or building projects, the 
greater story is that of changed lives 
being trained as agents to change 
other lives.

Although the darkness around us 
might seem to be thick and daunt-
ing, remember that the True Light 

of Heaven is shining brightly to 
dispel the darkness. Please pray for 
your Baptist College of Florida that 
we might be vigilant in continuing 
to train the next greatest generation 
to TURN ON THE LIGHT as we 
are “Changing the World through 
the Unchanging Word.®”

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President

Dr. Kinchen welcoming BCF students back to campus.

Have you missed a recent Chapel service? 
Can’t listen to WFBU at 10 am?

Visit us online at www.baptistcollege.edu/
podcasts for an archive of BCF chapel speak-

ers beginning this semester! You can listen 
to a great selection of guest speakers as well 

as our professors.
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CUBAN STYLE
A DIVINE APPOINTMENT -

What the world calls a “co-
incidence,” believers call a 
“divine appointment.” Some 

events are so far beyond human con-
trol, that only divine providence can be 
credited. Such is the recent story of Jen-
nifer and her uncle.

Jennifer, a sophomore Missions 
major at The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) in Graceville, had not thought of 
divine appointments last fall when she 
asked to be part of a team of 10 students 
traveling from BCF to Cuba as part of 
a summer 2014 Florida Baptist Con-
vention partnership mission project. 
She loves missions, loves sharing the 
gospel, and loves taking BCF classes. 
“A mission practicum through BCF is 
the best of all worlds,” Jennifer stated. “I 
get to do what I love, learn while I am 
doing it, and get college credit all at the 
same time.” 

Besides that, Cuba held a partic-
ular interest for her. Jennifer is a Cu-
ban American, born to Cuban parents 
who immigrated to the United States as 
children. While it was not her prima-
ry motivation for joining the team, she 
admitted that there was some mystique 
about visiting the land of her heritage 
and seeing for herself what life is like 
in the island nation her parents once 
called home.

As preparations for the trip were 
made, Jennifer was reminded that she 
still has relatives in Cuba to whom she 
had never even spoken to, much less 
met face to face. A few weeks prior to 
leaving, she confided to BCF missions 
professor Rich Elligson that she had 
an uncle living somewhere in Havana. 
“Jennifer casually mentioned an uncle 
in Havana, and wondered aloud about 
the possibility of meeting him there,” 
Elligson recounted. Knowing the rigors 

of the schedule, the remote location of 
the project in Cuba’s interior, and the 
complexities of arranging such a meet-
ing, he did not give her much hope for 
that happening. “I basically told her 
that we were going to the interior to 
work, and would spend very little time 
in the capital city. But I said we would 
see how things went. I didn’t want her 
to get her hopes up,” Elligson said.

After an intense week of minis-
try inland concluded, the exhausted 
team boarded the bus for the trip back 
to Havana for departure back to the 
States. Jennifer was content with her 
solid week of ministry, and happy to 
have had the chance to experience the 
Cuban culture. But still, she wondered 
about meeting her uncle. “Jennifer had 
a couple of potential phone numbers for 
her uncle with her,” Elligson explained. 
“I encouraged her to go ahead and call. 
Who knows? Maybe something would 
work out after all.” 

Her uncle answered the phone al-
most immediately, and very gracious-
ly offered to meet Jennifer in Havana 
before the group departed. The next 
morning at 10 o’clock, the entire team 
cheered as she embraced her mother’s 
brother for the very first time. 

But the story gets better...

With the team headed to a local 
marketplace, Jennifer’s uncle decided 
to tag along with her and the group. For 
the next few hours they visited, gradu-
ally getting to know each other better 
and catching up on family news. When 
the conversation turned to the team’s 
purpose for being in Cuba, it opened 
the door for presenting the gospel. The 
Florida Baptist volunteer team lead-
er reached for his Bible, and a student 

translator joined them at a wooden ta-
ble while BCF teammates lingered and 
quietly prayed.

Jennifer’s uncle said he believed in 
God, but was not sure how Jesus fit into 
the picture and how God could real-
ly love a man like him. Over the next 
thirty minutes, patiently and lovingly, 
the Scriptures were shared. Fishing his 
glasses out of his pocket, Jennifer’s un-
cle read for himself of God’s great love 
demonstrated in Jesus Christ and His 
sacrificial death on the cross. “He was 
very intent,” said Kelsi, a BCF Missions 
major who helped with translation, 
“Before the conversation ended, he was 
answering his own questions. It was ex-
citing to watch.”

When asked if he wanted to trust 
Christ, he emphatically said yes. And in 
the concluding moments of this “divine 
appointment” Jennifer led her uncle to 
faith in Christ. Needless to say, Jenni-
fer, her uncle, and the entire team were 
overjoyed at such a dramatic end to an 
already fruitful week. 

Two days later, as the team arrived 
back in Graceville, Jennifer put it all in 
proper context: “Our God is an amaz-
ing God. I know we shouldn’t be so sur-
prised when He does ‘abundantly more 
than we ask or think,’ but I am sure glad 
on this trip He did just that. What an 
amazing trip...and what an amazing 
God.” 
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The BCF Mission team stops for a time to relax 
during their work in Cuba this summer. 

BCF student, Alainna Davis, paints the iron rods 
that decorate a Cuban building.

Ms. Laura Root shares the story of Adam and Eve 
with a class of children in Cuba.
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The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville, Florida was  
named a Best Value School by University Research & Review and 
their Best Value School Selection Committee. Out of thousands of 

eligible schools, less than 100 are nominated each quarter, and an even 
smaller percentage of schools actually meet the assessment criteria to 
qualify them as a Best Value School.

On Tuesday, July 15, Kurt Sagovac, Vice President for University Re-
search & Review, arrived on the BCF campus to deliver the prestigious 
crystal trophy award to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. BCF was 
nominated and then went through the selection process conducted by a 
committee of former college presidents, university CEOs, provosts, and 
professors. The selection was based on the school’s reputation among stu-
dents and alumni, programs offered, accreditation, and cost to attend. 
BCF will retain the designation for 12 months, at which time they will 
have an opportunity to re-qualify as a Best Value School.

University Research & Review and their Best Value School Selection 
Committee aim to make the process of choosing a quality postsecondary 
school easier for students. For more information on the newly designated 

Best Value School that is “Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®” please call 850.263.3261 ext. 460 or 
visit the website at www.baptistcollege.edu. Register for the spring semester and see what a difference a BCF educa-
tion can make in your life and in the lives of those around you.

Students who are a part of the mission’s aviation program were thrilled to return this fall 
to see a striking new addition to the school’s training fleet. The second airplane, now 
being used by missions aviation students, was recently donated by Eddie Houk and his 

wife, Lois.
The airplane, an impeccable 1975 Piper Cherokee, had been used by the Houk family since 1990 until the deci-

sion was made to donate it for use in BCF’s missions aviation program. According to Houk, the prayerful decision 
was made after being invited to visit Graceville and hearing about the exciting new aviation program offered at The 
Baptist College of Florida. The invitation planted a seed in the minds of the couple and with God’s guidance and their 
desire to pass on this blessing, the Houk’s donated the airplane to be used for missions flight training.

The Bachelor of Arts in Missions with a Concentration in Missions Aviation degree is one of the newest and fast-
est growing degree programs offered at BCF. The very generous contribution made by Ed and Lois Houk significantly 
benefits the program by providing a means to train and equip pilots to further the reach of the gospel. “I am totally 
thrilled over this significant gift to our Lord’s work,” stated BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. “This plane, provided 
by this Godly couple, is truly a Great Commission tool for missions and evangelism.” 

“Our pastor, Gary Crawford, has preached many times to think about giving a gift or gifts that can make eternal 
differences,” stated Houk regarding his hopes for the donated plane. “We pray this may be one!” Providing the plane 
for mission flight training has the potential to do just that, as it will be used in training students to use aviation as a 
means to get where they may not be able to go otherwise; spreading God’s word and bringing Him glory along the 
way. 

BEST VALUE SCHOOL

PIPER CHEROKEE

THE BAPTIST COLLEGE OF FLORIDA NAMED

DONATED TO BCF

Kurt Sagovac, Vice President for University Research 
& Review, presents BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen 

with the crystal Best Value School trophy.

&
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Heads turned to get a second look as several employees of The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) entered buildings accompanied by members 
of the Jackson County Sheriff ’s Office, Graceville Police Department, 

and the Graceville Volunteer Fire Department. Fortunately, nothing was wrong, 
it was a planned visit to give area First Responders a greater familiarity with the 
buildings on the Graceville campus. “I’ve worked in law enforcement for nearly 
thirty years, and this is the first time I have been in some of these buildings,” 
stated Graceville Police Chief Elton Horton. “We deeply appreciate the close re-
lationship that BCF has with our public safety personnel,” stated BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen. “We want to do everything we can to assist them as they 
continue to keep our campus community safe.”

The entire event was orchestrated through the BCF Student Services Office 
to give agency representatives a thorough tour of the administrative buildings, 
classrooms, and dormitories so that in the event of an emergency, the First Re-
sponders would have greater familiarity with all of the buildings and facilities on the campus. According to BCF 
Dean of Students Roger Richards, “The greatest risks to our campus are due to damage from storms and from fires. 
We train all of our people on how to respond in these emergencies, and they can do that more effectively when they 
coordinate their efforts with local trained professionals.” BCF regularly tests the emergency notification system, 
as well as other safety procedures, but wanted to take the opportunity to have the area public safety agencies look 
through the buildings and meet some of the staff and students who work and live on the campus.

At the conclusion of the campus visit, everyone involved felt that it had been time well spent. In 2013, stateuni-
versity.com recognized BCF as the third safest college in Florida. BCF is committed to working with area law 
enforcement and other public safety agencies to keep the campus a safe place where students can prepare themselves 
to “Change the World Through the Unchanging Word.®”

LAW ENFORCEMENT
FIREFIGHTERS

BCF HOSTS LOCAL

Dr. Kinchen converses with members of the Graceville 
Police Department

&

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for our annual Holiday Heritage Festival on November 21. Festiv-
ities will begin at 10:00 am CST and continue until 3:00 pm. Many artisans have been invited to display 
and sell their crafts. This event is open to the community.
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Although the semester has just be-
gun, the faculty and staff at The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 

in Graceville are already preparing for the 
upcoming Preview Day which will be held 
on October 24, 2014. Prospective students 
and their families will have an opportunity 
to visit the campus and determine if BCF is 
where they should start or continue their 
college education.

Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. CST 
in the BCF Wellness Center which is lo-
cated in the center of the campus. During 
a special meet and greet time, prospective 
students will be able to experience what life 
is like for BCF students, as well as speak 
with faculty members and staff represen-
tatives, obtain information about all of the 
degree options, financial aid, computer ac-
cess, and meet the dorm advisors and divi-
sion chairs.

Before a time of student led praise and 
worship in the R. G. Lee Chapel, Preview 
Day guests will have the opportunity to 
visit classes on selected majors in missions 
and theology, business, education, music 
and worship, and Christian counseling. 
Participants may also elect to attend the in-
formative financial aid brief to become fa-
miliar with the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) and all of the tuition 
assistance and scholarship programs avail-
able to students.

President Thomas A. Kinchen will offer 
a word of welcome and encouragement to 
Preview Day guests during the chapel ser-
vice followed by lunch and performance 
by the BCF Jazz Band. After a time of fel-
lowship and lunch, Admissions Counselors 
will be available for campus tours of the 
writing center, library, computer lab and 
Wellness Center and BCF Resident Direc-
tors (RD’s) will offer dorm tours of on cam-
pus housing.

The $25 application fee will be waived 
for students who apply on Preview Day and 
all of the names of prospective students at-
tending will be entered into a drawing to 
win one of the two $500 scholarships.

If you are looking for a college to pre-
pare you to change the world, Preview 
Day is the perfect time to see if BCF is that 
place! To register for Preview Day, contact 
the Admissions Office at 850.328.2660 ext. 
513 or register online at www.baptistcol-
lege.edu/previewday.

PREVIEW DAY
QUICKLY APPROACHING!
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Pastor’s Conference Prayer Conference

MINISTRY CONFERENCE RECAP

On September 8, The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville hosted a Pastor’s Conference featuring 
gifted speaker and highly requested conference lead-

er Clayton Cloer, Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Central Florida. The timely lecture series and conference 
theme was entitled, “Staff Relations: To Whom Honor is Due.” 
Over 30 area pastors were able to participate in the one day 
event and enjoy the time of instruction and fellowship with 
co-laborers in ministry.

In addition to leading the Pastor’s Conference, Cloer preach 
three incredibly inspiring messages during BCF’s regular chap-
el services held at 10:00 a.m., September 8-10, in the R. G. Lee 
Chapel. Expounding on God’s Word, Cloer reminded believers 
of their responsibility and response to thirsting for the things 
of this world, purity, and money. Each day, faculty and students 
were challenged anew to know what the Bible says about temp-
tations and answers to everyday questions.

While leading the Pastor’s Conference and speaking in 
chapel, Cloer not only shared from the overflow of spending 
time in God’s Word, but also from his experience serving in 
senior leadership positions within the convention and multiple 
areas of ministry. “It was so inspiring and refreshing to min-
ister to pastors and students,” Cloer stated on his last day in 
chapel, “I have found out that instructing is as vital as instruc-
tion when you are in the ministry.”

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville host-
ed the 12th Annual Prayer Conference on September 
15-17, with returning guest speakers Wayne Barber and 

Rick Shepherd. At 10:00 a.m. in the R.G. Lee Chapel, students, 
faculty, and guests had the opportunity to hear from these two 
prominent prayer warriors as they shared from personal expe-
rience their lifestyle of prayer.

In addition to authoring several books, Wayne Barber is the 
senior pastor of Woodland Park Baptist Church in Chattanoo-
ga, Tennessee, and is the founder of To Live is Christ Minis-
tries. Rick Shepherd is the Team Strategist for the Prayer/Spiri-
tual Awakening Team Evangelism Group at the Florida Baptist 
Convention. Barber and Shepherd served together from 1983 
to 2000 at Woodland Park Baptist Church and continue to 
work closely with individuals and churches in understanding 
the responsibility and power of prayer.

During the Prayer Conference, students had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a special Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
(BCM) prayer encounter in the Prayer Chapel on Tuesday, 
September 16, at 7:00 p.m. According to BCM Director Jonah 
Powers, the evening event included a time of student-led wor-
ship followed by a devotional message from Wayne Barber and 
Rick Shepherd. Included in the Prayer Conference activities, 
students were given the opportunity to sign up and commit 
to pray during selected times between 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
each day, for the needs of the campus, community, nation, and 
throughout the world.

Dr. Rick ShepherdDr. Wayne BarberDr. Clayton Cloer addresses students and pastors in the R.G. Lee Chapel
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If you were to ask students at The Baptist College of Florida 
(BCF) what they did this summer, many would respond 
that they were a part of a ministry team, D-NOW, summer 

camp staff or served on the mission field.
BCF Missions Major, Justin Toffolio, spent the entire sum-

mer in Nazareth, Israel.  During the twelve weeks of mission 
work, Justin served working with the Chaplaincy at the English 
Hospital, prepared equipment for operating rooms in the ster-
ilization ward at the hospital, and dressed as a villager at the 
Nazareth Village where there is a replica of first century Naza-
reth. The replica shows people what life would have been like 
while Jesus was fulfilling his ministry. Over the course of the 
summer, God taught Justin lessons in loving people regardless 
of their differences and that the Great Commission is the same 
no matter where or who you are. God provided multiple op-
portunities for Justin to share the gospel.

Kriss Marek, Christian Counseling major, spent the sum-
mer at Snowbird Wilderness Outfitters in Andrews, North 
Carolina. Kriss’ primary goal was to build intentional relation-

ships with the campers so that she could speak truth into their 
lives. She also taught and facilitated the archery recreation of 
the camp. This summer, God taught Kriss about her identity in 
Christ and that she must desire to seek the LORD in all things.

Kourtney Burcroff, Ministry Studies major, was in Jackson-
ville, Florida as a VBS Summer Missionary serving with the 
Florida Baptist Convention. She worked alongside churches 
that were hosting and organizing VBS in multiple locations. 
Kourtney also went into many apartment communities to 
share the gospel with people who had never heard before. Be-
cause of her location, she was also able to share Christ with 
people from all around the world! God taught Kourtney that 
she is a missionary no matter where she goes. 

The Baptist College of Florida is excited to have students 
that are willing to share the love and light of Christ wherever 
they go. Over sixty students from BCF shared the gospel in 
other parts of the world during the summer.

Join us for the Missions Conference October 20-22 and see 
what God has for you!

Justin Toffolio went to Nazareth, Israel. Kelsi Brock is pictured drawing with a 
little girl in Cuba.

Melissa  Chambers reads Scripture before 
a congregation in Cuba.

STUDENTS ON MISSION
BCF STUDENTS SPEND THEIR SUMMERS SHARING THE GOSPEL
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A FOCUSED PLAN FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE

THE DEESE CENTER

20/20 VISION UPDATE
The Baptist College of Florida is not only changing the world, but also in the process of renovating the campus. We 

have seen a complete row of married student housing units demolished (see right), as well as the demolition of 
the Happy Nest house which used to be on Ezell Street. Renovation is complete on a male dorm across from the 

R.G. Lee Chapel. The Physical Plant is in the process of being moved from Sanders Avenue to a location behind Heritage 
Village, with a newly constructed barn and operations center (see right). At present time, the Deese Center (new student 
center and dining facility) is being constructed at the north end of Lake Albert (progressions below), and the construc-
tion crew will be pouring the slab as this issue of Echoes goes to print.

A large flat surface has been 
created between McRae 
Morrow Hall and the con-
struction of the Deese Cen-
ter to provide for a new 
parking lot.

For more information on how you can 
support the 20/20 Vision, please contact 
the Development Office at 800.328.2660 
ext. 416 or send an email to jsmartin@
baptistcollege.edu.
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PHYSICAL PLANT
OPERATIONS

20/20 VISION MAP

MARRIED HOUSING
DEMOLITION

Legend:
Renovated

New Construction

These are exciting times for The 
Baptist College of Florida. If 
you are curious as to what the 

campus looks like now, you can check 
out the 20/20 Vision progress on the 
BCF Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/baptistcollege) or you can stop 
on by for a visit with the BCF family. 
While you are welcome to visit at any 
time, we encourage you to consider 
bringing along a few prospective stu-
dents and joining us on October 24th, 
for our Fall Preview day!
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ALUMNI UPDATES
Black, Clifton (’70) has 
recently published a book, 
“The Reality of the Kingdom 

of Demons,” with the WestBow Press. 
Any persons interested may visit www.
westbowpress.com and search for the book 
there. 

Freshour, David (’75) leads the music and 
choir at Lantern Park Baptist Church in 
Lake City, FL. He is available for preaching 
revivals and some pulpit supply. He and his 
wife Judy can be reached at 155 SE Willow 
Drive, Lake City, FL 32025; ph: (386) 438-
5308; email: dpfresh@comcast.net

Harrison, James (’85) serves 
as pastor at First Baptist 
Church in Jonesborough, 

TN. FBC Jonesborough was established 
in 1842 and is still telling the “old, old 
story” of Jesus! He and his wife, Helen, can 
be reached at 535 Trillium Trail, Johnson 
City, TN 37604; ph: (423) 328-0179; email: 
james_harrison11@comcast.net

Tenny-Brittian, Bill (’88) is celebrating the 
release of his 8th book (Effective Staffing 
for Vital Churches, Baker Press – Bill 
Easum, co-author) and is fully engaged in 
a national tour based on the book (Only 
Four Things Grow Churches conference). 
He has been the managing partner of 21st 
Century Strategies for the last decade and 
he is the editor of Net Results magazine. He 
and his wife, Kris, live in Columbia, MO, 
and can be contacted at ph: (573) 234-6563 
or email: billtb@effectivechurch.com

Vosbrink, Michael (’93) was 
recently promoted to Region 
1 Lead Chaplain with the 

Florida Department of Corrections, serving 
in his 12th year with the Department. He 
and his wife, Pam, can be contacted at 323 
N. Cove Blvd, Panama City, FL 32401; ph: 
(850) 276-7469; email: mike.vosbrink@
gmail.com

Wright, John (’95) is serving as the pastor 
of CrossWalk Community Church in 
Titusville, FL. He and his wife Brenda can 
be reached at 2675 Pine Ave., Mims, FL 
32754; ph: (321) 863-1306; email: pastor@
crosswalkcc.org

May, Kyle (’98) is serving as the pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Chester, WV. He 
and his wife, Linda, can be reached at 247 
Alba Ave, Chester, WV 36034; ph: (304) 
491-7257; email: kylemay67@gmail.com

Lewis, David (’99) has been serving as Sr. 
Pastor at Farmington Baptist Church in 
Farmington, ME, since December 2013. 
He serves on the Board of Trustees for 
the Farmington Christian Conference 
Center, an organization that serves 
churches of New England with Girls & 
Boys camp during the summer and retreat 
opportunities throughout the year. He and 
his wife, Josey, can be reached at P.O. Box 
609, Farmington, ME 04938; ph: (207) 
778-2804; email: jos419@roadrunner.com

Keough, CH (MAJ) Pete (’99) recently 
graduated from the Command and 
General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, 
KS, with a degree in Military and Strategic 
Leadership Studies. He has been assigned 
as the III Corps Plans and Operations 
chaplain at Fort Hood, TX. He and his wife, 
Amy, can be reached at 11475 Stinnett Mill 
Road, Salado, TX 76571; ph: (337) 423-
1334; email: daggerchaplain@yahoo.com

Giles, Glenn (attended ’00) 
has been serving as pastor 
of Shamrock FBC in Hanes 

City, FL, since 2002. He can be reached at 
email: glenngiles@verizon.net

Perdue, Joseph (’06) graduated from 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, VA, in May 2014 with a M.Div. 
in Biblical Interpretation, and has begun 
his Th.M. in Biblical Studies at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary. He is active in 

the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship at the 
national level as a member of the Current 
Steering Committee, and the state level as 
a member of the CBF Virginia Nominating 
Committee. He can be reached at 3914 
Rosedale Ave, Richmond, VA 23227; ph: 
(352) 216-0834; email: joseph.perdue@
gmail.com

Clavel, Meagan (Scott) (’07) works as 
a Case Manager for the Florida Baptist 
Children’s Home. She can be reached at 
email: meagan.clavel@fbchomes.org

Porter, Jay (’08) is serving at LifeChurch.tv 
Keller Campus. He and his wife, Caley, can 
be reached at 4812 Cable Drive, Ft. Worth, 
TX 76137; ph: (386) 365-8928; email: 
info@jayporter.org

Naffziger, Charlie (’09) can be reached at 
808 W Whatley Pl, Tampa, FL 33604; ph: 
(817) 975-3506; email: mrnaff@hotmail.
com

Odom, Ashley (’09) currently teaches 
elementary music at North Florida 
Christian School in Tallahassee, FL. She 
can be reached at 1950 North Point Blvd., 
Tallahassee, FL 32308; ph: (850) 326-6925; 
email: ashleyodom@nflchurch.com

Battle, Tripp (’10) began 
serving as the Lead Pastor 
at Bayshore Baptist Church 

in Bradenton, FL, in June of 2013. He and 
his wife Joy can be reached at 3109 Smith 
Avenue, Bradenton, FL 34207; ph: (941) 
313-5331; email: tripp.battle@gmail.com

Butler, Billy Joe (’84) passed away on June 
21, 2014.
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Condolences to the Families of:

Update your alumni information by contacting:
alumni@baptistcollege.edu or 800.328.2660 x552
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Join Us at the
Florida Baptist Convention!

Did you know that we will send 
out your resume to churches?

NOVEMBER 10-11 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH AT THE MALL,

LAKELAND, FL

We look forward to seeing you at this year’s 
Annual Meeting. It brings so much joy 

seeing and reconnecting with our alumni 
and friends to hear the stories of how God 
is working in your lives! Stop by the booth 

and sign the guest book, share a testimony, 
or simply take a moment to spend time 
with friends. Our prayer is that we can 

encourage you along the way as you work 
for His glory!

We are constantly receiving requests from 
churches for resumes of our alumni and 
students. If you would like for us to have 
your resume on file, please fill out a form 
and submit your resume online at www.
baptistcollege.edu/ministry-referral. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact us at 800.328.2660 ext. 513.



ECHOES16   


