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Statement of Mission
The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide
for, operate and control a program of education
and training for Christian leaders through awarding
certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.
To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop
those qualities in students that contribute to effective
ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek
to foster a desire for knowledge; develop cultural
awareness by introducing students to a wide range of
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate,
assimilate, and use information; and promote personal
and social maturity.
For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for
gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist
students in learning and living the Christian life. In
terms of professional growth, students are enabled
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for
ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body
of knowledge.
At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes
toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a
loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.

Dear Friends,
As I write to you today, the weather
is taking a little bit of a break in the
record setting realm. There is the slight
promise that Fall is coming, but there is
the assurance that the heat has not ended.
During the summer months our faculty,
staff and students have been busy on the
campus as well as in ministry and mission
settings around the world. I hope that you
will give special attention to the picture
on the cover of this issue of Echoes. The
road in the picture is at a youth camp in
Mississippi where two of our classes went
to serve this summer. As I looked at the
road, I was impressed with the fact that so
many people in our world today are facing
long, winding, and rough roads in their
lives. It can be a dirt road in Mississippi
or Malawi, a suburban street in a quiet
neighborhood, or a gritty concrete alley
in a crowded metropolitan area; what
they all have in common is that they are
travelled by people who need Jesus Christ
as their Savior. At your Baptist College of
Florida, we are training the next greatest
generation of Christian leaders to take the
message of Christ to the needy people
wherever they are located.
During the last few days I have been
reminded of just how our lives can make

roads that has been devastated by the
floodwaters in South Louisiana. Under
the direction of Dr. David Coggins, this
group left on Sunday and are now working
in the Baton Rouge area. Please remember
to pray for them as they are bringing hope
to folks who have just about given up
hope. Most importantly, they are telling
those same folks of the true hope that is
available in Jesus Christ.
God is doing a great work in the life
of The Baptist College of Florida. Please
continue to pray for us, send us your
students, call our graduates to serve with
you, and support us financially as the
Lord directs you. Together we can move
forward in the great work and privilege
of “Changing the World through the
Unchanging Word. ®”
God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen, President

Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations...

Fall 2016
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

dramatic changes in an instant. Three
weeks ago, our friend and brother, Bill
Floyd, went home to be with our Lord after
a brief illness. Bill and I began our journey
together on the school bus in the first
grade. (Yes, they did have school busses
that far back.) Over the years we worked
together at The Baptist College of Florida
and enjoyed a lasting friendship. He made
a difference in my life and in many others.
Yesterday, I got a call informing me that
Wayne Barber had passed away into
eternity. Wayne had led our annual Prayer
Conference for the last 13 years and was
scheduled to be on campus in a few days
for number 14. Wayne’s quick wit and
homespun humor could make folks enjoy
the gospel message far more than they
thought possible. He, too, touched my life
and countless others. The Baptist College
of Florida and its President owe each of
these men a debt of gratitude.
On August 26, 2016, the State Board of
Missions of the Florida Baptist Convention
voted to transfer the Blue Springs Baptist
Conference Center to The Baptist College
of Florida. I cannot begin to express
how excited I am about this development
in the life of this college. Ruth Ann
reminded me that, for the last decade at
least, I have told her that I wished that the
college had a facility like Blue Springs so
that we could pursue some exciting new
avenues of education and training. I look
forward to the work that lies ahead in this
area. It will be challenging and long term,
but I am convinced that this is a watershed
time in the life of the college and the
Convention. On behalf of the college
family and myself, I want to express the
great appreciation that we have for Dr.
Tommy Green and all of the leadership
of the Convention in making this dream
a reality. I will keep you updated on this
venture as it develops.
I began by saying that there are many
roads down which we must travel if we
are to reach the hurting people who
desperately need the good news of Christ.
While I am writing this letter 14 of our
students and faculty are on one of those
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On Friday, August 26, 2016, the State Board of Missions
of the Florida Baptist Convention voted to transfer the
Blue Springs Baptist Conference Center property in
Marianna to The Baptist College of Florida (BCF). While
this is a matter of legal title work for the two entities, it
is the fulfillment of a long held dream for Dr. Thomas A.
Kinchen, President of the College. “Ever since I came to
the college twenty-six years ago,” noted Kinchen, “we have
been talking about what we should do with Blue Springs.
On more than one occasion, I have told Ruth Ann, BCF’s
First Lady, that I would dearly love to have a property like
Blue Springs to utilize for the glory of our Lord and the
growth of the training opportunities at the college. I guess
that you should be very careful about what you ask our
Lord to do. This has long been my dream, and now it is a
reality.”
The agreement between the convention and the college
calls for the transfer of the property to take place on or
about October 1, 2016. The property will become a part
of the overall campus and will be designated as “The Blue
Springs Campus.” According to Kinchen, the addition
of the ninety acres and around a dozen buildings will
increase the size of the college campus by 36% and greatly
enhance the types of facilities available for ministry
training purposes. He further noted that the college is not
“going into the conference center business” but that the
campus is being expanded by the addition of property that
is uniquely designed to provide training space as well as
to provide for camps and conferences. “We pray that with
this arrangement, Blue Springs will be able to provide the
best of what it has done in the past as well as reach new
heights in ministry training and provision in the future,”

the BCF President added. All of the programs offered will
be tied to training students who are going into ministries
related to that particular activity.
Interest in the new developments for Blue Springs
has been high, and the excitement is contagious. Several
organizations have already contacted the college to book
events for 2017. Kinchen stated that, “We are not going
to try to jump into a full blown schedule immediately.
We plan to begin with a limited opening and grow from
that point in a controlled manner. God has given us this
unique opportunity, and we do not want to stumble over
our own feet by trying to run ahead of Him. We certainly
want the individual churches and associations in North
and West Florida to benefit from this move, and we invite
each of them to contact us regarding new programming
opportunities.”
The BCF President was quick to express his gratitude
to the Lord, the Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida,
and to the leadership of the Florida Baptist Convention. “I
want to thank our Trustee Board for being willing to grab
hold of this vision and allow me to pursue it. I am grateful
to the State Board of Missions for their faith in the ability
of the college to make a significant Kingdom contribution
through this venture. I want to express my deep gratitude
to Dr. Tommy Green, Executive Director Treasurer of the
Florida Baptist Convention, for his cooperative leadership
in working with the trustees and me in this historic move
in the life of the convention and the college. This is a
watershed time for all of us. I pray that generations that
follow will find that we were wise and faithful stewards as
an old vision became a new reality.”

Fall 2016
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An Old Vision Becomes A New Reality

Thank You First Baptist Church of Orlando!
Sacrificing their vacation time and resources to serve on The
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) campus, the eighty-memberstrong Volunteer Mission Team from the First Baptist Church
in Orlando has made the trip to Graceville every summer now
for the past fifteen years. Committed, motivated, full of energy
and absolutely delightful, these servant volunteers pressure
wash, remodel buildings, paint, remove carpet, lay tile, and
trim shrubs preparing the campus for the next semester with
the theme, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord
and not for men.” Col. 3:23.
According to FBC Orlando Mission Team Coordinator Jim
Wortham, the Orlando volunteers finished all of the projects
with over 1980 man hours that included two of their Orlando
pastors, an electrician, physician, nurse, professor, teacher, and
19 new team members. They celebrated the youngest member
of this year’s team, 10-month old Bryson McLaughlin, and the
older more seasoned member, 95-year old Laura Montgomery,
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affectionately called the witness bracelet queen.
While the adults were replacing doors, building frames and
dry walling, cutting down trees, pressure washing, shaping
shrubbery, cleaning, painting, delivering watermelon and
water to keep members hydrated, and making over 2000
witnessing bracelets, the little ones attended what has been
loving referred to as GBS (Graceville Bible School) where
they learn more about Jesus, played games, and made crafts.
Making new friends, enjoying times of fellowship, sharing
devotions and worship, and a special BBQ meal at BCF
President Thomas A. Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann’s
home were some of the highlights of the week. Team members
never complained of sore muscles, dripping sweat or the heat
index, but rather laughter could be heard around the campus
as together they were making a difference in the life of a college
that is committed to changing the world for Christ.

Pictured (L-R): Jennifer Duncan, Anna Desgalier,
Leah Grizzell, and Matthew Fernandez

It took four vehicles to transport two classes comprised of ten students and two professors to one
destination: Mission Camp Macon in rural Noxubee County, Mississippi. For the second time, Missions
majors and Psychology majors from The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville came together for a
unique interdisciplinary practicum that provided hands-on opportunities for students of both fields.
Known locally as “Camp Macon,” the week-long project has been a summer highlight for children and
teens in the county since 2004. While racial division in our nation remains a concern and has recently
become a topic of increased interest in the media, the ministry of this camp has been intentional about
making a positive difference in cross-cultural relationships within their scope of influence. Rich Malone,
the Director of Lake Forest Ranch, partners with local churches to make Mission Camp Macon possible.
This cooperative spirit among diverse community leaders supports an explicitly stated goal of healing any
ethnic tension in the area through a practical demonstration of the love of Christ.
During the action-packed week, teams of student missionaries were sent each morning to local church
sites across the county to hold Kid’s Camp, a Vacation Bible School-like time of crafts, games, music, and
Bible lessons. While the children were busy with Kid’s Camp, teenagers from across the county arrive by
bus at Lake Forest Ranch for a morning of Sports Camp. In both settings, the goal was to provide a fun
environment in which to build relationships with one another and with God.

Fighting The Good Fight In Rio

BCF Sophmore Samantha Kinchen, granddaughter of President Thomas A. Kinchen and First Lady Ruth Ann, is an established boxing
contender and National gold medal winner who started boxing at the age of 12. Even though Kinchen finished fifth in her weight division and
didn’t qualify for this year’s Olympic Boxing Team, she was convinced that the Lord had placed the desire to go to Rio in her heart for a reason.
Kinchen had her sights set on competing while in Rio; whereas, the Lord used her for something far more valuable than medals. Through an
unprecedented, but clearly Divine sequence of events, Kinchen was invited to travel with the USA Boxing Team to Rio to serve as an Assistant
Chaplain.
“They always used to call me, when I was on Team USA, Pastor Sam,” stated Kinchen. “It was kind of
like a joke, but it’s not a joke to me. It’s a lifestyle. My role at the Olympics was not to compete physically,
but to go and fight for people’s eternities.” According to Kinchen, it was amazing to see how the Lord
orchestrated all of the events through boxing in her life to ultimately use it for His glory. “He has graciously
given me back my passion so that I can use it for Him,” said Kinchen.
In addition to multiple boxing titles, Kinchen earned the 2012 National Pal Champion, 2012 Junior
National Champion, 2013 National Golden Gloves Champion, 2013 USA Boxing Youth National
Champion, 2013 Youth World Champions Bronze Medalist and 2020 Team USA hopeful. Among all of
her accolades, Kinchen is quick to point out that her greatest joy was in leading several of her teammates
to faith in Christ. “My #RoadtoRio showed me that God is a God of the impossible,” stated Kinchen.
“He blessed me with this unbelievable experience where I not only got to see His loving character and
handiwork, but was able to share His life changing message in such an amazing city at the 2016 Olympic
Games.”
As Kinchen shared her faith and heart for Christ through her passion, she stands solid as another
example of how students attending The Baptist College of Florida are adamant about “Changing the World
Through the Unchanging Word.®” The overwhelming lifestyle of evangelism in the life of Kinchen and
other BCF students gives testimony to how BCF is equipping the next greatest generation of Christian
BCF Sophmore Samantha Kinchen in Rio
for the 2016 Olympic Games
leaders to carry the Gospel around the world.

The Best Day Ever

“This was the best day ever,” was the sentiment of Samuel, one of the children that the Mission Team from The Baptist College of Florida (BCF)
had the opportunity to minister to in Lisbon, Portugal. Samuel made this declaration to his mother at the end of one of the Sports Camp days held
at an elementary school in a Lisbon neighborhood where a church plant is being revitalized. Samuel’s mother let the team of BCF students know
that Samuel had always wanted to learn the game of basketball. On this particular day, BCF Junior Jordan Johnson led the campers in learning
some fundamentals of basketball, let them practice, and then choose teams. Samuel was one of the
team captains and he was able to use his new skills to play a game that he had always wanted to learn
to play; for him, this day was the best day ever.
For the team of BCF students, it was not only a good day, but a great week of ministry. It was a week
filled with many firsts, not only for the children but for the BCF Mission Team. For some, it was their
first flight, their first international mission experience, and the first time doing ministry of this type.
For some of the BCF students, it was the first time they shared their personal testimony in a church
service with the assistance of a translator. Although there were a lot of firsts, the response from the
students was it certainly won’t be the last time they answer God’s call to go to the nations.

Fall 2016
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One Project, Two Classes, Multiple Results
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Remembering Two Strong Men of Faith
You touched our lives and we will forever be grateful...

Annual Prayer Conference

Dr. Wayne Barber
(1943 - 2016)
For over 13 years, Wayne Barber shared his heart and his stories as he
faithfully led BCF’s Annual Prayer Conference. A man completely devoted to
the Lord and serving others, Barber emphasized the power of Prayer and the
miracle of Grace in every service. Barber touched a generation of students at
BCF as he encouraged them yearly with good advice, a fatherly spirit, and a
humble strength. Barber will be greatly missed by our BCF family. There is
tremendous comfort in the knowledge that he is home and in his own words,
“Well, Glory!”

Dr. Bill Floyd
(1947 - 2016)

Bill and Gail Floyd with
BCF First Lady Ruth Ann

A tremendous supporter
and dear friend of The Baptist
College of Florida, Bill Floyd
served as a BCF Trustee and
worked for several years in
the BCF Development Office.
Throughout his life, Floyd
served faithfully in multiple
areas of ministry as a Music
Minister, Youth Pastor, Director
of Missions, and Senior Pastor. Floyd was a childhood friend of BCF President
Thomas A. Kinchen and will be forever remembered as a lifelong friend of the
college that was near and dear to his heart.
Fall 2016
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Dr. Gordon Fort

“Then He said to them, ‘Go into
all the world and preach the
gospel to the whole creation...’”
Mark 16:15 (HCSB)
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Gordon Fort serves as the Senior Ambassador to the President of the
International Mission Board (IMB). He and his wife Leigh Ann have a
history of missional living, as Fort was born on the mission field in Sanyati,
Zimbabwe. Fort received a Bachelor’s of Science Degree from Texas A&M
University, as well as a Master’s of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry Degrees
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Fort
has served in various capacities at the IMB since February, 1985. Throughout
his career as a missionary, Fort served in Bophuthatswana, and Botswana,
later serving as the Regional Leader of Southern Africa, until he resigned his
commission as a missionary in 2004 to join the IMB home office. As a member
of the IMB home office, Fort served as the Vice President for the Office of
Overseas Operations, Vice President of Global Strategy, Sr. Vice President of
Prayer Mobilization and Training and finally, his current position is Senior
Ambassador to the President of the IMB. Fort and his wife have four children;
Sarah, Giles Harrison, Kathryn, and Elizabeth Ann.
Please circle the dates on your calendar to attend the Annual Missions
Conference at BCF October 10-12, to meet with missionaries from around
the world and see where the Lord may be leading you to serve! Vendors
and representatives will be on hand to share information on their mission
opportunities. Worship Services featuring Fort will begin at 10:00 a.m. For
more information, please contact Missions Conference Coordinator and Chair
of the Theology Division Rich Elligson at 800.328.2660 ext. 478.

Building upon the exciting week long music and worship arts camp held on The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) campus
last year, thirty-nine motivated campers and fifteen faculty members from across Florida and neighboring states participated
in the second annual Elevate! Worship Arts Camp. Just as the camp title implies, middle school and high school students
engaged in worship experiences to lift up the Lord in worship and to elevate or increase their abilities to lead and participate
in worship through singing, playing instruments, as well as through other creative expressions such as sign language, puppets,
and movement.
Back for the second year, BCF Alumnus Stephen Wolgamott, the Senior Worship Pastor at First Baptist Church Leesburg,
Fla., served as the Worship Pastor for the week and led the music during lakeside devotions, evening worship services, and
taught a course on the principles and rewards of worship leadership. Ryan Shipp, Worship Pastor at Mandarin Baptist Church
in Jacksonville, Fla., served again this year as the Camp Pastor, leading devotional thoughts every morning and preaching in
the evening.
BCF faculty members who volunteered their time and assisted during the camp included Professors Buford Cox, Ron
Branning, and Bill Knowles. Music and Worship Division Chair and Elevate Camp Director Bill Davis, assisted by Music and
Worship Division Administrative Assistant Heather Larson, organized and hosted the second annual event. The exceptionally
talented camp faculty from churches around the area included Buddy and Tammy Goodman, Candice Horne, Lauren Carter,
Shawn Smith, and Skylar Teel. BCF students Mark Hafner, Jason Scott, Abigail Grier, and Shannon Boyer were heavily involved
in teaching classes and serving as dorm advisors, and BCF Videographer and Media Manager Jamie Settle and his AV Crew,
Haden and Austin Keough, provided technical support and taught audiovisual classes.
In addition to the inspiring worship experiences, campers enjoyed daily instruction on their chosen musical instrument or
voice, a music reading class, classes on worship leadership, technology and creative worship expressions. Recreation proved to
be yet another important opportunity for fellowship, with events that included a trip to a water park, and plenty of fun on the
BCF campus led by Buddy Goodman and his flair with competitive team sports, water games and a special camper talent show.
The camp concluded with a combined choir concert and presentations from the various worship classes. This year’s seniors
received a $1000 scholarship to attend The Baptist College of Florida. According to Davis, there was plenty of positive feedback
from the campers, “The campers were extremely positive in their response to all facets of the camp... the worship experiences,
the class instruction, the food, the recreation, and the opportunity to make new friends. Many of this year’s campers were not
only repeats from last year, but promise to be back next year.”
Next year, the 2017 Elevate Worship Arts Camp is planned for The Baptist College of Florida’s Blue Springs Campus!

2016 Elevate Worship Arts Camp Participants

Fall 2016
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Elevate Worship Arts Camp

BCF RD’s and Housing Director Rosie Strickland Welcome New Students at Orientation

New Students
Welcomed Home!
All across the campus of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in
Graceville, new and returning students saw an array of green banners
on the street lights that proclaimed, “Welcome Home.” For new
students, the banners represent the start of their college experience
and the formation of new friendships at their new home. Returning
students who already call BCF home, recognize the banners as a
warm return to a loving campus and lifelong friends.
On August 10, new students moved into their new residence
at BCF, either married housing or the dorms. For many, campus
housing and dorm life is where those forever friends are formed since
that is where a lot of college activities occur for students. When asked
about living in the dorms, BCF Freshman and Brackin-Chandler
Hall Resident Mike Baker responded, “It’s like a dream come true.
The people are Godly and awesome and we have become brothers in
just six days.” BCF Freshman Rebekah Erskine, who lives in Napier
Hall, echoed enjoyment of her new environment as well, stating,
“Living on campus is super helpful because it helps me keep focused
on school.”
New Student Orientation at BCF began on August 11, as students
filed into the R.G. Lee Chapel greeted by the praise and worship
team, followed by an encouraging and welcoming message from
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen. Following the message, over 100
new students made their way to the R. C. Mills Center for orientation
in order to learn about the many facets of life at BCF. Information
presented to the new students included the policies and procedures
found in the student handbook, benefits of the writing center and
computer lab, and basic campus safety. Incoming students also
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had the opportunity to share a meal with their faculty advisors and
professors from their division in the new dining facility, the Deese
Center.
After receiving all of the information from orientation, new
students gathered in the BCF Wellness Center to participate in the
annual “Church Meet and Greet.” This is a time of fellowship with
local church representatives where new students obtain information
on church locations, ministry opportunities, and specific information
about worship times and worship styles.
After meeting with academic advisors and registering for classes on
Friday, August 12, the new students were able to relax and fellowship
with new friends until 7:00 p.m. when they took part in the BCF
Amazing Race. The Amazing Race is an orientation event hosted
and organized by BCF Baptist Collegiate Ministries (BCM) designed
to familiarize new students with the campus layout and meet some
of the current students. “The Amazing Race was exhausting; but I
met so many people and learned where everything is located,” stated
BCF incoming Freshman Noah Wagner. The following day, Saturday,
August 13, students were invited to the home of BCF Professor of
Music Buford Cox and his wife Judy, for the BCM Splish Splash Pool
Party. BCM provided pizza, snacks, and drinks for students to enjoy
while they splished and splashed in the Cox’s pool.
Whether they bonded over finding classrooms together, splashing in
the pool, or racing around the campus, new BCF students are already
making friends who they consider family. As students began classes
at BCF, they quickly learned what it means to call the college that is
“Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word®” home.

baptistcollege.edu
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BCF 2016 Olympic Games
As the students of The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville prepared to compete in the 4th Annual BCF
Olympic Games, cheers could be heard all around the city. The games opened with a word of prayer offered by BCF
President Thomas A. Kinchen, followed by an incredible arrangement of the National Anthem by award-winning gospel
duo and BCF students Alison Bunge and Tabitha Shumaker. At the completion of the anthem, the teams made their way
to the competition field. Team one was comprised up of students living in Napier Hall, Brackin-Chandler Hall, and the
Bullock House. Team two consisted of Off-Campus and Married Housing students. Team three was made up of Conrad,
Courtyard, and Lakeside, team four featured the residents of Eastlake, Ogletree, and Smith Hall.
Each team competed vigorously, but it was the members of team two which earned the mantle of 2016 BCF Olympics
Overall Champion. Every student was a winner in the olympic challenge. BCF students play, pray and work hard as they
prepare for what God has in store for them! Each team competed with a tremendous degree of heart and school spirit, but
most importantly represent Christ in every area of their lives.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Off Campus and Married Housing 2016 BCF Olympic Games Champions.
Girl’s Dorm (Napier) & Guy’s Dorm (Brackin) form the infamous “Napkin.”
Students work together trying to achieve the best time in the relay race.
BCF Senior Robert Fletcher, finishing the sack race.
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen with Mascot Izzy the Eagle.
RD of Brackin-Chandler Hall Greg Pruitt is ready to lead his team to victory.
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“King’s Cup” Coffee Shop
For many years, the “King’s Cup” Coffee Shop at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville has served students and the community
delicious pastries, specialty coffee, and gourmet teas. However, when the new Deese Center Dining Facility opened last year, the former cafeteria
area was used to expand the coffee shop and increase the range of food items. Through the hard work of several volunteer groups working on the
BCF campus over the summer, the coffee shop was moved just a few feet from its previous location
into the former cafeteria area, allowing for the nice expansion in size and menu options.
Beginning the first of September, the coffee shop will feature menu items such as the BCF Burger,
melts, Philly sandwiches, pizza, hotdogs, chilidogs, nachos, French fries, and tater tots. The new
coffee shop location has already increased the wide selection of specialty coffee and espresso drinks.
“I am so excited about what the coffee shop is going to be able to offer the students this semester,”
stated coffee shop manager Dawn Hyde. “As a mother of older students and a student myself, I
understand that schedules can be hectic at times and I want to be able to offer students more than
just a bottled drink, chips, and candy. I also understand that sometimes the coffee shop is the only
option available for many students late at night and on the weekends, so I love that we will be able to
provide more of the items that students were requesting.”
The coffee shop is open to the public and students from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday and from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on Saturdays. The coffee shop is always closed during chapel
services held in the R. G. Lee Chapel on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00
a.m. during the regular semesters.

BCF “King’s Cup” Coffee Shop Staff

BCF Collegiate Disaster Relief Unit
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Vinson, Larry (’83) will be
retiring at the end of August
2016. He and his wife Susan
can be reached at 809 Foster Dr, Oxford,
AL 36203; ph: 706-590-0630; email:
larryvinson1@gmail.com

adults with disabilities. Through this job,
he is able to share the good news of Jesus
to these young adults. He and his wife
Lisa can be reached at 5223 W Geronimo
St, Chandler, AZ 85226; ph: 863-2551777; email: k_fair92@yahoo.com

Frazier,
Michael
(’94)
graduated with DMin. in
Preaching
from
Lincoln
Christian University. Michael is currently
the Pastor at First Baptist Church in
Tolono, IL. He and his wife Audrey can
be reached at pastormjfrazier@gmail.com

Coleman, James (’13) is
currently the Women’s Program
Director at Crossover Ministry,
which is a six month residential drug
treatment program located in Opp, AL.
He and his wife Vicki can be reached at
20643 Rags Road, Andalusia, AL 36420;
ph: 334-435-3225; email: redvicki@
gmail.com

90

Fries, Paul(’94) was recently elected as
the Director of Missions for the Salem
Baptist Association in Liberty, TN. He
and his wife Cheryl can be reached at 214
Groom St, Liberty, TN 37095; ph: 608475-1629; email: pr.fries@gmail.com
Hill, Jim (’99) is celebrating 18 years of
ministry at Ridgecrest Baptist Church
in Ozark, AL. He and his wife Robin
are also celebrating 40 years of marriage.
They can be reached at 237 Bradford Dr,
Ozark, AL 36360; ph: 334-701-1437;
email:jim4robinhill@gmail.com

00

Odum, Joe (’00) recently moved
from Ohio to Bentonville, AR.
Joe and his wife Leila can be
reached at 1702 SE S St, Bentonville, AR
72712-6925; ph: 614-991-0296 (hm),
614-961-2550 (cell); email: joeodum@
hotmail.com
Fries, Micah(’01) is currently the Senior
Pastor of Brainerd Baptist Church in
Chattanooga, TN. He and his wife Tracy
can be reached at ph: 615-856-1728;
email: micahfries@gmail.com
Saywon, Shadrach (’01) & Gertrude
(’03) are currently living in West
Africa. Shadrach is currently serving as
the pastor of Wylie Memorial Baptist
Church in Monrovia, Liberia. They can
be reached at ph: +231777350656 (hm),
+231880148165 (cell); email: wnmbcv@
yahoo.com
Fair, Kevin (’08) is currently working in
the Behavior Health Field helping young
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Lain, John (’13) is currently serving
with a church plant Driftwood Church,
building a student ministry based on
small groups. His wife, Ashley (’14)
takes care of their baby boy, Keoni, and is
developing a small group for ladies with
another church member. JJ and Ashley,
can be reached at 902 C Shorewind Dr,
Fort Pierce, FL 34949; ph: 352-650-2304;
email: jj@driftwoodchurch.com
Powers, Megan (’13) is currently a
volunteer worship leader at the Church
at Wazeecha in Wisconsin Rapids, WI.
She is waiting for the new year to start
so she can start working as a subsitute
teacher. She will be celebrating her
wedding as this edition goes to print.
She can be reached at ph: 608-312-0137;
email: mepowers21@gmail.com
Butler, Lauren (’14) is currently in the
process of earning her Master’s Degree
in Christian Counseling. She is serving
in a volunteer position at First Baptist
Church of Thomasville, GA. Lauren
can be reached at 1305 Margaret Street,
Thomasville, GA 31792; ph: 229-2364498 (hm), 229-977-4311 (cell); email:
leb11173@gmail.com
Condolences to the
Families of:
Former BCF students Carolyn and Ray
Smith have gone home to be with the
Lord. They served in a small church in
Sumatra, FL for about 7 years.

Fall 2016
BCF Graduation - December 9 at 10:00 a.m.
In the Wellness Center

Memorial Bricks
The Memorial Bricks are being laid
around the First Lady’s Fountain in
front of the R.G. Lee Chapel. We
look forward to updating you when
the project is complete and invite you
to come see how beautiful they look
at the front of the campus!
According to the Development
Office, bricks may still be purchased
and added to the beautiful structure!
Memorial Bricks can be purchased
in honor of or in remembrance of
individuals, churches, or even special
organizations or groups that have
had an impact on your life. Bricks are
available for $100 with up to three
lines of text.
For more information or to purchase
bricks, call Jan Martin at 800-3282660, ext. 416.

Fall 2016
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to update your alumni information or to have a packet of
promotional information sent to you, please contact us at
800.328.2660 ext. 552 or alumni@baptistcollege.edu.

