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Statement of Mission
The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the context of
a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, operate and control
a program of education and training for Christian leaders through
awarding certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.
To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities
in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area of
personal growth, we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; develop
cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide range of
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and
use information; and promote personal and social maturity.
For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining biblical
and religious data; we also assist students in learning and living the
Christian life. In terms of professional growth, students are enabled
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge.
At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward ministry
and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the Southern
Baptist heritage.
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s you look at this edition of Echoes you cannot miss the
clear call to “Be Strong and Very Courageous.” This was
the focus of my Commencement Address for our Spring 2012
Graduating Class, but in a far greater sense it is a call for all of
us as God’s children and members of The Baptist College of
Florida family. I am convinced that there has never been a time
when strength and courage have been more necessary if we are
to be about the business of “Changing the World Through the
Unchanging Word.®” The forces opposing our Lord and His
church are evident throughout our society. It is not a time for
the church to retreat inside our walls, but it is a time for the
church to launch out in bold new initiatives.
This Fall Semester will represent the beginning of our 70th
Academic Session. Throughout these decades the school has
stood firm in its commitment to follow the leadership of our
Lord, do the work of our Lord, and train the leaders who will
lead the churches of our Lord.
I can tell you that there is a fresh wind blowing throughout
your Baptist College of Florida. That same wind provided by
our Lord is blowing through my life and heart. I am convinced
that our best days are ahead; our greatest work is still to be
done, and our greatest service for our Lord is yet to be experienced. None of this will be easy. All of it will require strength
and courage. Our Lord is calling out a new generation of leaders, and they are responding in large numbers. These folks are
deeply committed to Kingdom service, and they are serious
about changing their world.

As you read this edition of Echoes, I hope that you will
feel some of the excitement and energy that is alive in your
Baptist College of Florida. Mission activity is at an all-time
high. Numbers of graduates going out in service are at record levels. New opportunities for preparation are appearing daily. Please pray with us and pray for us that we will be
faithful to our Lord and continue His commissioned work
of “Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word.®”
God Bless You,
Thomas A. Kinchen
President
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uring an exciting Senior
Honor’s Day service held
in the R. G. Lee Chapel at The
Baptist College of Florida (BCF),
graduating senior Katie Butts was
speechless when she learned she
was the recipient of a new Servant
Leadership Award which included
$1000. The new BCF award was
established by Dr. Richard M.
Reasoner in memory of his wife,
award winning communications BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen
specialist for the Georgia Baptist presents the Elizabeth Diane Reasoner
Servant Leadership Award to
Convention, Elizabeth Diane ReaKatie Butts
soner.
Killed in an automobile accident in 2007, Reasoner was the first
woman to ever receive BCF’s alumnus of the year award as well
as numerous national awards in the area of communications. Remembered as an outstanding servant and gifted communicator,
Reasoner served Georgia Baptists for 20 years and was president
of the Baptist Communications Association in 2001-2002. The
new award in her memory will honor a graduating senior whose
student leadership, academic achievements, and life’s goals reflect those exemplified by the life and professional achievements
of Reasoner.
Katherine (Katie) Butts, the epitome of a servant leader and
first recipient of the Elizabeth Diane Reasoner Servant Leadership Award, graduated with honors on May 11th with a Bachelor
of Arts in Business Leadership.
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n Tuesday, May 1, students and faculty at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville filled the R.G. Lee Chapel in anticipation of hearing from the Presidential Excellence
in Preaching Award winner. Having preached before a student
gallery and panel of faculty judges, BCF Graduate and pastor
of Beulah Baptist Church in Cedar Springs, GA, Gerald Kirby
emerged as the front-runner of the Spring 2012 preaching competition.
BCF Graduate Division Chair and Preaching Professor Ed
Scott introduced Kirby congratulating him on this significant accomplishment, and the distinct
honor of preaching before his peers
and faculty. Scott recognized family and friends that accompanied
Kirby on this special occasion,
specifically his wife, Darlene, who
served faithfully in the Marketing
Office as the Administrative Assistant to the Director.
Surrounded by family and
BCF Senior Gerald Kirby wins the
friends,
Kirby spoke from a familPresidential Excellence in Preaching
Award.
iar passage in James 2:1-13, tackling the topic of partiality among believers. With a passion in his
voice and a heart wrenching personal story, Kirby held the attention of all in attendance. He compelled listeners to look deep
within their hearts to a time when they were judged unfairly or
cast judgment on someone else. Kirby challenged the body of
Christ to “Always show mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

Reasoner Servant Leadership
Award Goes to Katie Butts
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Presidential Excellence in
Preaching

BCF Trustee’s Annual Meeting
took action. The school has provided instruction through
an online delivery system since 1999. During that time, we
have delivered three degree programs through that format.
Trustees approved a recommendation to begin offering online delivery of courses and degrees in all areas of the curriculum. According to BCF President, Tom Kinchen, “This
represents a monumental step in the delivery of top quality, Christ centered, Bible based education. I am delighted
that we have taken this step, and I anticipate beginning to
offer this expanded program as soon as we have received
approval from our accrediting agencies.”
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he Board of Trustees of The Baptist College of Florida
met for their Annual Meeting on May 17-18, 2012. The
meeting was highlighted by reports of progress in literally
all areas of the life of the college. Board members received
information concerning the construction of the Wellness
Center on the Graceville campus. This center will consist
of exercise rooms, cardio rooms, an indoor handball/racquetball court, an indoor elevated walking track, and a new
entrance and reception area for the current Assembly Center. Construction will include refurbishing of the floors and
other facilities in the current Assembly Center. Construction is proceeding, and completion is scheduled for the end
of the 2012 calendar year.
Board members approved the 2012-2013 Operating Budget for the college in the amount of $7,224,821. Trustees
and the college family expresses thanks to our Lord and
His people for providing the funds necessary for the continued operation and growth of the college. The academic
program of the school was another point at which Trustees
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Construction Continues on the BCF Wellness Center

Kinchen receives a standing ovation by Trustees for his visionary
leadership and service as he begins his 23rd year as President.
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The Missions Aviation Center Dedication
“…They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they
will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31
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uring their annual meeting, the Board of Trustees of
The Baptist College of Florida participated in a long
anticipated celebration. The celebration came as the school
dedicated its Missions Aviation Center at the Tri-County
Airport near Graceville. The center sits on a four acre site
immediately adjacent to the 4,000 foot runway at the airport. Buildings located at the site include the B.R. Chamberlain Flight Center, the Daniels-Hudnall Flight Center,
and a yet to be named building that will house the home
office of the B.R. Chamberlain Foundation. In addition to
the land and buildings, the college has received the first aircraft for use in the program. The A36 Beechcraft Bonanza
will be used for complex aircraft training and cross country
training. Initial instruction aircraft will be purchased at a
later date. The Daniels-Hudnall Center will house the flight
program of the college. Pending approval by accreditors,
The Baptist College of Florida will offer a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Missions with a Concentration in Missions Aviation. The planned program will provide students with instruction at the Private Pilot, Instrument Rating, and Commercial Pilot levels.
According to BCF President Tom Kinchen, “This is another example of a God-given dream becoming a Godblessed reality. We have prayed long and worked hard to
get to this day. We still have much work and prayer before
us, but today we pause to thank our God for His blessings
and reaffirm our surrender to do His will in
this and all endeavors
of this great school.”
For more information
on Missions Aviation at
BCF, please contact the
Admissions Office at
800.328.2660 x460.
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“But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come
on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” Acts 1:8
5

2 0 1 2
S U M M E R
E C H O E S

Front Row (left to right): Dr. Thomas Kinchen (President), Michael Orr, Kelly Johnson, Stephanie Whipple, Jamie Webb, Susanne Lossing, Hannah Howington, Abby Kline, Katherine Butts, Deeanna Sardina, April Phillips, Kayla Buchanan, Amanda Rachel Lauen, Heather Larson, Celia Bass, Hannah Johnson, Carolyn Holmes, Stephanie Orr, Brittany Thompson,
Chelsea Whatley, April Lee, Patricia Ayala (Marshal) Brandon Bristow, Dr. R.C. Hammack (Senior Vice President).
Middle Row (left to right): Timothy Burdin (Marshal) Christopher Shearer, Todd Larson, Johnny Frambo, Kyle Vorobok, Jeffrey Scott Hagan II, Nicholas Swarthout, Kirt Douglas
Lee, Jason Bo Hamilton, Christopher Pruitt, Matthew Williams, Mahlon LeCroix, Bryan Phillips, Matthew Bennett, James Powell, Michael Herrera, Curtis Catrett, William Caleb
Sears, Eric Most, Gerald Kirby.
Back Row (left to right): David Ellis, Joe Ragsdale, Daniel Cunningham, Brian Cason, Tyler Hildebran, Eric Davis, Richard Denson, Stephen Blitch, Philip Horvath, Aaron Jacob
Chilton, Chasen Faulk, Brennen Denson, Jeffrey Take II, Brandon Ellis, Antonio Wright, Michael Hogeland, Andrew Saludez, Christopher Grafton.
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Historic Graduation Held at BCF

lack caps and flowing gowns filled The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) Assembly Center on Friday,
May 11th marking a historic day in the life of the college.
Sixty-five seniors earned their diplomas which included the
first Master’s recipient, Michael Orr, Senior Pastor at the
First Baptist Church in Chipley; the first Business Leadership graduates: Celia Bass, Katie Butts, Rachel Lauen and
Chris Shearer; three husbands who graduated with their
wives: Todd and Heather Larson, Bryan and April Phillips,
and Michael and Stephanie Orr; a set of brothers: Brennen
and Richard Denson; and the BCF Registrar Stephanie Orr.
The
excited
graduates marched
into the building
as the BCF Brass
Ensemble,
under the direction
of Professor Ron
Branning, played
the traditional pro6

cessional “Pomp and Circumstance.” The commencement
service officially began with the invocation led by BCF
Vice President for Development Charles Parker followed
by Music and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis leading
the congregation in hymn favorite “Holy, Holy, Holy.”
BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen welcomed guests and
recognized family members of the graduating class. Noting
BCF’s 70th session which will begin in the fall, Kinchen
mentioned that Senior Vice President R. C. Hammack has
attended 68 graduations at The Baptist College of Florida
and Professor Burns has attended 66. Adding to the list of
historic events, the Women’s Ensemble and Male Chorale
(pictured left) merged for the first time during a graduation
service to provide the special music entitled “The Mind of
Christ” led by Professor Buford Cox.
Kinchen addressed the graduating class with a powerful
message from the desert calling graduates to look back at
where they’ve been, look deep into God’s Word for instructions, and have no fear. Referencing the first chapter of the
book of Joshua after Moses died and it was time for Joshua

to lead, Kinchen charged graduates to “Be strong and courageous, be very
courageous. Do not be afraid, God is with you wherever you go. Be Strong
and Courageous!”
Following the recommendation by the senior vice president, registrar and
approval by the faculty, Kinchen conferred degrees on the graduating class
and instructed them to move their tassel. Davis led the congregation in
singing the College Hymn, “Tell Me the Story of Jesus,” and the benediction was offered by BCF’s first Master’s Graduate Michael Orr.
With a myriad of plans for the future, the 2012 May graduating class exited in a flurry during the recessional by the Brass Ensemble. Family and
friends quickly joined graduates outside around the courtyard offering congratulations and documenting the historic event with photographs.

The first Business Leadership graduates: Celia Bass,
Chris Shearer, Rachel Lauen, and Katie Butts.

BCF’s first Master’s recipient, Michael Orr, Senior Pastor
at the First Baptist Church in Chipley.

Brothers: Richard Denson (B.A. in Ministry Studies) and
Brennen Denson (B.A. in History and Social Studies).
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“Be strong and very courageous...”

S U M M E R

Todd and Heather Larson celebrate graduation together.
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“This process has been challenging and has prepared
me for a whole new level of
Kingdom building for years to
come.” - Orr

Deeanna Sardina

Brandon Bristow

Stephanie Orr

Daniel Cunningham

Stephanie Whipple

Michael Hogeland
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Spring 2012 Graduates

Matthew J. Bennett
Middleburg, FL

Stephen C. Blitch
Graceville, FL

Brandon B. Bristow
Graceville, FL

Kayla Buchanan
Blakely, GA

Katherine Butts
Clarksville, IN

Brian S. Cason
St. Johns, FL

Curtis W. Catrett
Samson, AL

Aaron J. Chilton
Dothan, AL

Daniel B. Cunningham

Eric T. Davis
Crawfordville, FL

Brennen Denson
Geneva, FL

Richard G. Denson
Geneva, FL

Brandon G. Ellis
Marianna, FL

David J. Ellis
Defuniak Springs, FL

Chasen J. Faulk
Lynn Haven, FL

Johnny E. Frambo
Middleburg, FL

Christopher R. Grafton

Auburndale, FL

Jeffrey S. Hagan II
Marianna, FL

Jason B. Hamilton
Eclectic, AL

Michael Herrera
Miami, FL

Tyler E. Hildebran
Graceville, FL

Michael S. Hogeland
Pensacola, FL

Carolyn J. Holmes
Panama City, FL

Philip Horvath
Graceville, FL

Hannah J. Howington
McKinney, TX

Hannah M. Johnson
Live Oak, FL

Kelly L. Johnson
Lillian, AL

Pensacola, FL

E C H O E S
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David Ellis (B.A. in Ministry
Studies) and his family pose
for a picture on the beautiful
BCF campus.

Celia J. Bass
Live Oak, FL
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Abby A. Kline
Eufaula, AL

Heather M. Larson
Graceville, FL

Todd M. Larson
Graceville, FL

Amanda R. Lauen
Graceville, FL

Mahlon T. LeCroix
Cordova, AL

April J. Lee
Hilliard, FL

Kirt D. Lee
Jacksonville, FL

Susanne N. Lossing
Newton, AL

Eric W. Most
Tampa, FL

Michael J. Orr
Chipley, FL

Stephanie W. Orr
Chipley, FL

April E. Phillips
Cottondale, FL

Bryan H. Phillips
Cottondale, FL

James C. Powell
Milton, FL

Christopher M. Pruitt
Haines City, FL

Joe D. Ragsdale
Winter Haven, FL

Andrew D. Saludez

Deeanna M. Sardina
Graceville, FL

William C. Sears
Panama City, FL

Christopher P. Shearer
Graceville, FL

Nicholas R. E. Swarthout
Orange Park, FL

Jeffrey A. Take II
Jacksonville, FL

Brittany N. Thompson
Graceville, FL

Kyle A. Vorobok
Webster, FL

Jamie M. Webb
Homasassa, FL

Chelsea J. Whatley
Haines City, FL

E C H O E S

Gerald A. Kirby
Pensacola, FL

S U M M E R

Ft. Walton Beach, FL
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Stephanie Whipple
Umatilla, FL

Matthew L. Williams
Deltona, FL

Antonio Wright
Quincy, FL

Lillie P. Chance
Aarika L. Deerey
Ricky H. Dobbs II
Dennis A. Epps Jr.
Jessica E. Polk
Robert M. Thomas
Cassandra M. Tosado
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Red Letter Day for BCF
arch 15,
2012 was
a “Red letter day
for The Baptist College of
Florida (BCF),”
declared President
Thomas
A.
Kinchen,
“So you need to
write it down!”
Dean of Faculty Robin Jumper, Missions Professor Rich
Not only a red
Elligson, Vice President for Global Theological Advance for
day, but
the International Mission Board Chuck Lawless, BCF President letter
Thomas Kinchen, BCF Vice President R. C. Hammack and
March 15 marked
Graduate Division Chair Ed Scott.
a day of answered
prayer and increased enthusiasm for the graduate program
at The Baptist College of Florida. Launched in the fall of
2010, the ministry friendly Master of Arts in Christian Studies (MACS) graduate degree was designed to equip pastors
and church leaders to be effective in ministry. During a visit
to the BCF campus on March 15, Dr. Chuck Lawless, the
Vice President for Global Theological Advance for the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention,
indicated that the MACS coursework and degree would meet
the academic requirements for the IMB. Now that ministry
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effectiveness can be spread around the world.
“This is truly an answer to prayer,” stated Kinchen.
“For many years, the BCF family envisioned the day
when our graduates would be selected and appointed to
areas of ministry and service, without the need for further
education or credentials. Our graduate degree brought us
one step closer.”
Beyond the answer to prayer, the acknowledgement
boosted enthusiasm for future graduate degrees. “I have
always been confident in the quality of our graduate program,” said Ed Scott, chair of BCF’s graduate division.
“Now we are ready to move forward with even more offerings. The meeting with Dr. Lawless helped to confirm
once again that we are headed in the right direction.”
“I came to Graceville to visit The Baptist College of
Florida and discovered ways that the institution is already
training and equipping students to be missionaries and
reach the world for Christ,” explained Lawless.
BCF is also looking at developing a finely tuned graduate degree in cross-cultural missions. “Dr. Lawless has
been very helpful with our current offerings,” explained
Dean of Faculty Robin Jumper, BCF Professor of Evangelism, “and we look forward to working closely with
him and the IMB as we expand our missions endeavors.
This is an exciting time for BCF.”

BCF Students on Mission
BCF students
Ashley Fredryk,
Kayla Ellis,
Calvin Booth and
John Lain spend
Spring Break in Haiti.
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Haiti

W

hen thinking about the country of Haiti, there are many pictures that
come to mind. One might visualize the disaster left behind by an
earthquake, buildings leveled, and a child left standing in the street without
parents. One might also imagine the effects of overpopulation, hunger and insufficient shelter. Whatever envisioned, the students from The Baptist College
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville that went to Debauche, Haiti, on Spring Break
have a different story; it is one that offers hope for a future and praise found
in the faithfulness of God.
On Wednesday, March 21, BCF Junior John Lain and Freshmen Ashley
Fredryk, Kayla Ellis, and Calvin Booth, made their way to Ft. Pierce, Fla.,
to join the Haiti mission team led by Children, Families and Missions Pastor
Eddy Fredryk of First Baptist Church of Jensen Beach.
“We devoted time, prayer and energy in preparing for the trip to Haiti,” stated Fredryk’s daughter Ashley, who coordinated the BCF group. “In the end, it
was all worth it. Kayla and I were worried about being the first American girls

BCF student Nick Carter teaches the children
about Jesus as he visited the school at Rorrucca..
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y the end of the day, Friday, March 23,
students at BCF were buzzing with excitement as spring break arrived and they could
put away the books for a few days. Many students were traveling home for the first time
during the semester, several had special events
planned with family and friends, but all were
excited about a week off from assignment deadlines, writing papers, and exams. One group of
BCF students, however, spent their holiday on
the mission field in Rorrucca, Honduras, with

S U M M E R

Honduras

Joshua Creel, the
youth pastor from
First Newark Baptist
Church in Thomasville, Georgia.
They felt fear
mixed with excitement as the plane
lifted off the ground
on Sunday, March
25, when the mission team including 7
BCF students headed
to Honduras. The
mission trip was full The Honduras Mission Team traveled by plane, bus, and
of “firsts” for many in the back of a pickup truck to minister to children during Spring Break.
of the students. For
some, it was their first time out of the country. For others, it was
their first time in an airplane, and they were anxious to reach their
destination and get to work. After a safe landing and a short bus
ride, BCF students were able to get some rest in anticipation of
the long days ahead.
On the first official workday in Honduras, the group took a six
hour bus ride to the city of San Francisco. From there, they left
the bus and loaded up on the back of pick-up trucks traveling to
the village of Rorrucca. Once the mission team arrived in Rorrucca, they immediately went into the village and began visiting
with the people. Traveling from hut to hut, they listened to stories, assessed needs, and experienced firsthand the culture of the
Rorruccan people.
The primary purpose of the mission trip was to establish a food
and nutrition center for children, ages fifteen and younger, within
the village. “The most emotional part of the trip was seeing these
hungry children scarred with skin conditions,” commented +Nicole Dove. “Their little bodies had animal and insect bites that
could have easily been medicated and in many cases cured by
simply applying cream.”
According to BCF student Nick Carter, God opened an even
greater opportunity allowing the group to go into the school in
the village. It was their understanding that they were the first
Americans allowed to visit the children in the school. While in
the school, the team members were able to present the Gospel
through stories, music, and interaction with the children. Sixtyone of the ninety-one children from the school attended church
that evening where they were fed physically and spiritually.
BCF students experienced cold showers, hot temperatures, and uncomfortable sleeping arrangements, but returned
with high spirits and amazing resolve.
Not a single student stated that they regretted spending their spring break in
Rorrucca sharing God’s love. “I knew I
left something in Honduras...my heart!”
exclaimed BCF student Josh Wilson.

E C H O E S

to visit the specific area where we were going, but we knew that
God had His hand on us and would use us for His glory.”
While in Debauche, Ashley and Kayla were able to speak to
over 50 young women and girls about the importance of purity
and their beauty and worth in the eyes of God. This concept was
very foreign for many of them. “It was amazing to see the new
hope that these girls had been given,” explained Kayla. “They
are used to being at the bottom of the social order and I don’t
think they imagined that God cared for them as much as He
cared for the boys. I’m just so glad that we could share God’s
love with them!”
In the weeks leading up to the mission trip, Calvin questioned
his decision in even going with the group because of assignment deadlines and having just returned from the Male Chorale
tour. “I was unsure if God really wanted me to go to Haiti. I’ve
always been focused on my studies, and I was very uneasy at
the thought of not getting my work done on time. I was encouraged by the others on the team, and before we got on the plane
Thursday morning I was able to complete my paper and the
other assignments that were due.”
Calvin realized, once in Haiti working with the children, “I
was where God wanted me to be at that exact moment. God
knew I needed to be there.”
“We became a family,” Lain explained. “We left as just a few
BCF students praying to advance the Kingdom and make a difference. When we arrived at our destination and began to work
together, we became a close knit family.” Lain described how
he knows how to share the Gospel, prepare sermons, lead in discipleship and missions, but he quickly illustrated how, “No one
could prepare me better than how God taught me on this trip. As
I preached through an interpreter, I became acutely aware of the
effectiveness of statements that are straight to the point. I forgot
about schedules and other life events, and I learned to stop and
just love people. It is so evident now why God brings different
people together.”
As part of the Haiti mission trip, BCF students saw poverty
and rubble, and tremendous opportunities to bring the message
of hope that comes through Christ. “What these people are beginning to experience is that there is a God who loves and died
for them,” stated Lain. “We just have to be faithful to bring
them the message of hope. That is why in December we plan to
go back, because if God’s work isn’t done, then neither is ours!”
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COLLEGIATE DISASTER
RELIEF TRAINING

hroughout the first weekend of March, Psalms 145:4,
“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts,” was modeled
and applied during the disaster relief training held at The
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville. In a joint
effort between BCF and the Florida Baptist Convention
(FBC) Disaster Relief (DR) team, 58 college students were
trained in disaster relief. The training was conducted by
FBC Disaster Relief state leaders and adult volunteers
equipped to train others in disaster relief work.
After months of conversations that began with a college
worker roundtable at The North American Mission Board
(NAMB), a program was discussed to train college students in disaster relief. The meeting included NAMB Disaster Relief staff, state DR leaders, and college representatives which included Baptist Collegiate
Ministry (BCM) leaders, mission mobilizers, the Director of FBC Disaster Relief
Ministries Fritz Wilson, and BCF Professor David Coggins.
During the months following the meeting, Wilson and Coggins began to develop
a program to meet the objectives that came
out of the roundtable discussions by offering a training event that could be used as
a model for training college students. The
primary purpose was to engage, prepare, and utilize college students in DR as the next generation of leaders in
churches and ministry.
With preparation complete, the disaster relief units began rolling onto the BCF campus and setting up operations for the college training event. There was a shower

unit, a feeding unit, several clean up and recovery units, and
heavy equipment, all for the purpose of giving the students
a hands-on training experience. The experience included
spending the weekend sleeping on the floor in the gym,
showering in the DR shower unit, and eating and serving in
the DR feeding unit. The simulated environment provided
students with as much of a disaster “call out” event as possible.
The weekend turned out to be very stressful for DR personnel as tornadoes and storms were pounding most of the
country. While Florida was not directly hit with tornadoes,
the entire weekend was spent with severe weather, torrential rains, and several tornado watches and warnings. However, this did not deter the students or the volunteer trainers
from continuing the weekend training. The students had the
chance to observe the DR staff as they monitored weather and remained in contact with
other states in anticipation of possible “call
out” situations.
As the students registered and received
their sleeping assignments, they were given
the opportunity to participate in a disaster
walk through. Since an area of the BCF gym
was scheduled to be remodeled, a team of
students working with Coggins built a disaster walk through including a flooded home
with staged molded walls, unpleasant odors, torn out sheet
rock, and debris. The students also constructed rooms that
had been hit with tornado or hurricane winds with limbs
and debris littered rooms, along with destroyed furnishings
and personal belongings. The team arranged for a vehicle
with a fallen tree across the top to be placed outside for stu-

“It’s not about
me, but it’s
about those we
can help.”

12

dents to see. The visual devastation was an integral part of
the experience for students trying to understand what they
would feel and think when entering a disaster area. During
the debrief of the visuals, many students shared experiences
of disasters in their own lives and discussed why training in
DR is important for their preparation for ministry.

2 0 1 2
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BCF students worked late nights and started early in the
mornings helping prepare meals in the feeding unit and receiving training from the trainers. Participants who completed the training earned credentials in feeding unit, clean
up and recovery, and were introduced to Operational Stress
First Aid (OSFA) as part of the FBC Disaster Relief’s Barnabas Ministry.
“This training went far above expectations,” stated BCF
student Krystal Brothers. “I learned what DR ministry was
about, but more importantly, I learned how I can get involved. I realized something I had heard, but now became
real, ‘it’s not about me’, but it is about those we can help.”
According to BCF Professor James Newell, “the overnight
aspect of the event replicated a real experience of leaving
the comforts of home to help those in need. It was a great
event, well organized and very helpful.” Those sentiments
were voiced over and over as
students expressed how the experience exceeded their expectations and prepared them for
when they are called upon to
serve. While no one looks for-
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“Our Lord’s
top priority IS
disaster relief”

ward to a disaster occurring, BCF students now feel that
they are prepared to offer assistance when needed.
FBC Disaster Relief Ministry Team Leader Fritz Wilson stated, “The collegiate event was special because it
allowed us to blend the experience of our current disaster volunteers, who are mostly retirees, with the youth and
enthusiasm of the college students. Both groups learned
from each other. Many of our experienced volunteers
were inspired by the students’ willingness to learn as well
as their zeal to go out and help people in the name of Jesus.” FBC Disaster Relief Ministry Associate Terry Ryan
stated how impressed he was with the student’s attention
to details. He noted that students weren’t distracted by the
rain as they stood under tents learning how to work the
feeding unit and they remained attentive during classroom
sessions learning unfamiliar concepts in order to be well
trained if called upon.
“Our Lord’s top priority is disaster relief,” added BCF
President Thomas Kinchen. “He has done it in our individual lives when we were without hope. As such, we dare
not sit in our comfort and let those hurting go without
relief available to them in Jesus Christ. The attitude and
contribution of those volunteers who came to work with
our students was contagious, so BCF looks forward to a
long and rewarding involvement with disaster relief and
continuing to train and prepare students to be ready when
disaster does come.”
The goal of the collegiate disaster relief training was
more than just to prepare a group of college students for a
onetime event. Hope is high that the training will have a
long term benefit as students go into places of ministry and
champion disaster relief in the future. The collegiate DR
weekend was just one of many planned as the next generation of volunteers across the
state and prayerfully throughout Southern Baptist life bring
“Help, Healing, and Hope” to
those who have experienced
disaster.

BCF Professors Published
Biblical Illustrator
Spring 2012 Edition
ark Rathel, Professor of
Theology and Philosophy
at The Baptist College of Florida
(BCF) in Graceville, recently
wrote another article for Biblical
Illustrator.
Rathel has published more than
12 times prior in the Biblical Illustrator magazine, as well
as writing commentaries for Sunday School lessons for the
Florida Baptist Witness. Over the years, he has authored
numerous publications and provided analysis for Bible
studies and curriculum lessons, and continues to be a requested resource in the area of apologetics.
Rathel’s article in the Biblical Illustrator, “Jesus ‘Blessed’
Them: A Word Study,” was written to give background information to readers studying Luke 24:50-53. According
to Rathel, the term “blessed” had an important history in
a Jewish context communicating both divine and priestly
blessings. As the divine-high priest, the act of the resurrected Jesus’ blessing the disciples communicated the idea
of missions protection or empowerment given to fulfill the
Great Commission.
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Biblical Illustrator
Summer 2012 Edition

J

ames Newell, Professor of Old
Testament and Hebrew at The
Baptist College of Florida (BCF)
in Graceville, was recently invited
to write another article for Biblical
Illustrator, Newell has received
the honor, having published articles more than 15 times prior in the popular magazine. Over
the years, the magazine has served as a prevalent resource
for Lifeway studies and curriculum lessons.
Newell’s article, titled “Who Were the Anakim?” was
written to give background information to readers studying Joshua 14:6-15. According to Newell, the word, Anakim, is a transliteration meaning “strong necked” or “long
necked,” and was used in reference to the descendants of
Anak. In the article, Newell provides a clear depiction of
the Anakim people and their significant role in the Bible.
The insightful and interesting article will be published in
the Summer 2012 Edition of the Biblical Illustrator.
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BCF Hosts Church
Planting Conference
A

n enthusiastic buzz
filled Cypress Hall
at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF)
in Graceville, as more
than fifty eager participants arrived for the
“Discovering Church
Planting” conference.
Field Missionary Mike Hoffmann of the Presented by the FlorChurch Planting Group at the Florida Baptist
Convention leads the Church Planting Confer- ida Baptist Convention
ence at The Baptist College of Florida.
and hosted by BCF, the
conference facilitators challenged faculty, students, local
ministers, associational leaders, and others that attended
to consider church planting as a ministry.
Led by active Florida church planters, participants
were encouraged to examine their call, individual personalities, spiritual giftedness, and level of commitment
to church planting. “This is our ‘kick the tires, check it
out, and see if it might be for you’ conference,” explained
Mike Hoffmann, Field Missionary of the Church Planting
Group at the Florida Baptist Convention. “Church planting is challenging work, and it’s not for everybody. But
if God calls you into it, you’ll never be satisfied doing
anything else.”
“Our Lord began the business of Church Planting, and
we have been commissioned to continue it,” stated BCF
President Thomas A. Kinchen. “Southern Baptists and
Florida Baptists have embraced the prospect of planting
and cultivating Bible preaching churches across the land,
and The Baptist College of Florida is delighted to be a
primary training station in this venture. We do our best
work when convention staff and college staff work together to promote the growth of His Kingdom.
For convention representatives and BCF organizers, the
conference was a monumental success. The event was the
largest of its kind ever presented in Florida. “We normally plan for about 15 people at these meetings,” explained
Hoffmann. “But as the BCF conference pre-registration
swelled, we realized what a great opportunity we had to
introduce new workers to the harvest.”
Beyond the huge response, the conference was successful in its dual-objective: exposing potential workers to the
challenges and rewards of the church planting ministry,
and recruiting new workers for the field.
“The information presented was both vital and pertinent to our calling,” commented BCF senior Gerald
Kirby. “Dr. Elligson taught our church planting class that
the Kingdom of God is expressed here on earth in local
bodies of believers called churches. So it seems to me the
more churches we start, the more people we can reach for
the Kingdom. And that’s why we are here.”

ALUMNI UPDATES...

		

‘70
‘80

Wyatt, Neal (‘76) passed
away on April 7, 2012. His
wife, Kittye can be reached
at 512 3rd Street, Andalusia, AL 36420.

McNeil, John (‘85) is Associate Pastor at Friendship
Church in St. Pete, FL. He
can be reached at 8301 59
Lane, Pinellas Park, FL 33781; ph: 772-5451983; email: preacherfuzz279@yahoo.com.
Beck, Mike (‘88) is serving as Minister to
Students at First Baptist Enterprise, AL.
He can be reached at 8330 County Rd 636,
Chancellor, AL 36316; ph: 205-471-4604;
email: bromicforyth@roadrunner.com .

‘00

Turner, Michael (‘00) can
be reached at 55 Lee Rd
235, Smiths Station, AL
36877; ph: 334-663-7296;
email: pastormiketurner00@gmail.com.
Wells, Trey (‘00) can be reached at 1601 W
Somerville St Apt 1110, Pampa, TX 79065;
ph: 229-251-2167; email: plantertrey@yahoo.com.
Ford, Greg (‘01) is currently Interim Pastor at Friendship Baptist Church in Malone,
FL. He can be reached at 5305 10th Ave,
Malone, FL 32445; ph: 850-557-6235;
email: greg.ford@jcsb.org.

Edenfield, Bryan (‘02) is currently serving
at Hickory Road Baptist Church in Holly
Springs, GA. He can be reached at P.O.
Box 671, Holly Springs, GA 30142; ph:
404-513-6236; email: b_edenfield@yahoo.
com.
Whitaker, Marshall (‘05) and Sharon (‘07)
can be reached at 815 Rose Marie Dr. Riverton, WY 82501; ph: 307-851-6233;
email: drdean2001@gmail.com.
Buckner, Clay (‘06) is pastoring at Marble
City First Baptist Church, OK. He can be
reached at 22734 S. 494 Rd, Tahlequah,
OK 74464; ph: 918-453-0233; email: claybuck4@yahoo.com.
Maddox, Rachel (‘07) can be reached at
220 Buccaneer Lp., Clovis, NM 88101;
email: rachelmaddox325@yahoo.com.
Larson, Tim (‘08) is Lead Pastor at Watermark Church in Orange Park, FL. He can
be reached at P O Box 65100, Orange Park,
FL 32065; ph: 904-568-0312; email: tim.
watermark@gmail.com.

‘10

Casey, Elizabeth (‘11) can
be reached at 4120 Audras
Way East, Fort Worth, TX
76116; ph: 817-676-3531;
email: eeccasey@gmail.com.

Joseph P. DuBose, Jr.
BBI President (1977 - 1990)
Family and friends gathered Monday, April 9,
at the First Baptist Church in Pensacola, Florida to honor the former Baptist College of Florida President Joseph P. DuBose, Jr., age 87,
who passed away on April 4. DuBose served
as President of what was then called Baptist
Bible Institute (BBI) in Graceville from 1977
to 1990. He is survived by his wife Sybil and
three sons.
“Dr. Joe Dubose served as President during a
pivotal time in the life of the College,” stated
current BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen.
“It was a time in which the school was becoming a more broad-based Christian institution of
higher education. He provided the leadership
necessary to make the moves that were needed
without losing the distinctively Christian posture of the school. We will be forever grateful
for his contributions.”

Upchurch, Gary (‘11) is serving as Pre-teen
Pastor ministering to 5th and 6th graders at
First Baptist Church Middleburg. He can
be reached at 2004 Tacoma Dr., Middleburg, FL 32068; ph: 904-412-1286; email:
garyupchurch@live.com.

Condolences

to the Families of:
Edith C. Edens - Former Professor
James S. Brown -1955
Tommy Odom -1965
Neal Wyatt - 1976
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Winston, Roy (‘99) will be moving to
Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, TX where he will study Clinical Pastoral Ed. He can currently be reached at 7
Wynn Place, Ft. Stewart, GA 31315; ph:
352-433-6381; email: roymackwinston@
hotmail.com.

Former BCF President Remembered

S U M M E R

‘90

Hunkus, Michael (‘97) and
Candy (‘97) can be reached
at 14795 SE 52nd Court,
Summerville, FL 34491;
ph: 352-245-4446; email: hunkus4him@
gmail.com.

Willie Mayberry (‘02) can be reached at
3606 SE 33rd Way, Gainesville, FL 32641;
ph: 352-377-6786; email: mayberrw@bellsouth.net.

E C H O E S

William Sheffield (‘89) can now be reached
at 3346 Summit Court, Lakeland, FL 33810;
ph: 803-210-5804; email: Bill.sheffield@
us.army.mil email: thechurchconsultant@
hotmail.com.

Update your alumni information by contacting
alumni@baptistcollege.edu or 800.328.2660 ext 419

