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Dear Friends,
     As I write to you, I am overwhelmed by the sense of the great 
love with which our Father has blessed us. During this season when 
we particularly remember His birth, let us not forget His death, 
His resurrection, and His soon coming return! What a Wonderful 
Savior.
     The year of 2011 has been a great time in the life of The Bap-
tist College of Florida. These have been some of the most chal-
lenging times that we have ever faced in the economic condition 
of our country. Even during times such as these our people have 
been faithful in their stewardship, and our Lord has blessed us with 
provision for our needs. Yesterday we received our audit report for 
the last year, and I am delighted to report that we operated “in the 
black” for another year. This could not happen without the great 
sense of stewardship displayed by faculty and staff and the strong 
support of Florida Baptists. To each of you a hearty, “Thank You.” 
Your College continues to operate without debt while having one 
of the lowest costs of attendance of any Baptist college in America.  
     As you read this edition of Echoes, I hope that you will note 
the many blessings of our Lord in the development of academic 
programs, student activities and mission pursuits. We have been 
busy in the classroom learning of the needs of the world and the 
application of the answers provided by our Father. We have been 
busy in the mission fields reaching out to the masses who still need 
the touch of the Gospel. As we learn more, we go more. And as we 
go more, we see the need to learn more. It is a wonderful Circle of 
Service.
     Please know that your Baptist College of Florida and its Presi-
dent count it all joy and great privilege to walk and work with you 
in the Service of our Savior.

God Bless You,

Tom Kinchen
President                
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statement of mission
  The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the context of 
a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, operate and control 
a program of education and training for Christian leaders through 
awarding certificates and associate, baccalaureate and graduate 
degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.
  To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities 
in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area of 
personal growth, we seek to foster a desire for knowledge; develop 
cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide range of 
knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and 
use information; and promote personal and social maturity.
  For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining biblical 
and religious data; we also assist students in learning and living the 
Christian life. In terms of professional growth, students are enabled 
to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and 
they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge. 
  At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward ministry 
and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the Southern 
Baptist heritage.

From the president
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Todd Alan, a senior at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Gracev-ille, 
was selected as the fall semester winner of the Excellence in Preaching 
Award presented by BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen and wife Ruth 
Ann.  As the title holder, Alan was given the opportunity to preach in 
chapel before his peers and faculty members on Tuesday, November 29. 
Alan preached from the Book of Nahum, using the first chapter to 

remind the audience that they could depend on God’s power and justice 
just as the Old Testament audience could.

Competing with ten other BCF preaching students, Alan earned the high 
honor after presenting his sermon before a panel of faculty judges and a 
student gallery.  He was given a commemorative Bible during Senior 
Honor’s Day Wednesday, November 30, by President Kinchen.

Graduating with honors, Alan will receive a Bachelor of Arts in Min-
istry Studies during the graduation ceremony to be held in the BCF As-
sembly Center on Friday, December 9.  Todd has faithfully served as the 
Director of Missions for the Holmes County Baptist Association and fol-
lowing graduation will be moving to North Carolina to attend seminary at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Alan Wins Presidential Excellence in 
Preaching Award

Merry
       Christmas!

 Recently we were provided with a generous donation by a long
time friend of the College. He has a great interest in the new Missions 
Aviation program, and showed that interest through the donation of 
a Beechcraft A36 Bonanza for the fleet. This plane will be used for 
cross country and complex aircraft training. The plane was donated as 
a “challenge” gift. The donor stated that the plane, valued at $200,000, 
is being given with the understanding that the College will raise an 
additional $200,000 in matching funds. These matching funds will be 
utilized to purchase the two additional training aircraft that are needed 
for initial flight training. The time frame that was set for raising the 
matching funds ends on December 31, 2011. At this time we have 
raised $65,000 of the needed $200,000. We need your help in reach-
ing this goal. If you would be willing to make a gift please contact the 
President’s Office at (850)263-3261 ext. 445. If you know of other 
individuals who might be interested in helping please contact them or 
let us know so that we can make contact with them.   
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Albany marine Band

DEDicAtion
Gardner Center

The Baptist College of Florida opened its doors to the Albany Marine Band from Albany, GA Tuesday, 
October 11 for an unprecedented show of patriotism. The Assembly Center was filled with members of the BCF 
family and community for a breathtaking performance by the talented men and women of the United States 
Marine Corps.

The Albany Marine Band was formed in 1990 and currently under the di-
rection of Chief Warrant Officer (CWO3) Christian Flores. Flores provided 
the audience with a little history of the group before introducing the program 
for the evening entitled “Here We Stand.” Feeding off of the title and elab-
orating on why military members are willing to stand for freedom, Flores 
recognized the men and women in the audience that served in the Armed 
Forces.

The inspiring program reflected times when America suffered great trag-
edy, triumphed over huge adversity, and highlighted the NASA shuttle pro-
gram. Featured performances included a New Orleans’ jazz segment, an ar-
rangement of Star Trek, and  a skillful seven piece ensemble that infused the 
crowd with excitement called the Junkyard Devil Dogs under the direction 
of SSgt Talbot. Their style hit a slower note with Michael Buble’s “Feeling 
Good,” which featured saxophone soloist Staff Sergeant Jordan Dixon, and 
Victor Young’s “When I Fall in Love.” The final selection was reminiscent of 
the days of swing music and WWII with Glenn Miller’s “In the Mood.”

Bandmaster Gunnery Sergeant Gary Gilbert directed the group in two 
pieces, beginning with Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America,” which the audi-
ence joined in singing and Michael W. Smith’s “There She Stands,” featuring 
soloist Sergeant Amanda Kranendonk. 

CWO3 Flores directed “Freedom’s Shield” written specifically for the Alba-
ny Marine Band followed by a moment of silence honoring the men and wom-
en who gave their lives for freedom, punctuated by a bittersweet performance 
of “Taps.” The band played “America the Beautiful” and the always moving 
“Armed Forces Tribute.” The final selection, which was the Marine Corps anthem, was played with particular gusto by these awe inspiring musicians.

With just a little crowd encouragement, the group paid homage to their station’s Georgia roots with an arrangement of Ray Charles’ “Georgia on My 
Mind,” featuring the profoundly talented drumline. The band ended the night with “Stars and Stripes Forever,” met with applause and cheering from 
an overwhelmed crowd. BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen commended the band for their performance and service to our country and remarked that, 
“BCF has been named a military-friendly college, but here at BCF, we are not only military-friendly, we will always be pro-military!”

Vice President for Development 
Charles Parker and Grandson, Charlie

 performs at BCF

Additions to BCF Campus always make for 
an exciting time in the life of the institution. That 
tradition continued Thursday, November 3, as the 
Gardner Center for Music and Worship was offi-
cially opened at the 10:15 a.m. dedication ceremony 
honoring the man for which it is named, Dr. Milton 
Gardner.

It was picture perfect weather as the Col-
lege Winds, under the direction of Professor 
Ron Branning, opened the ceremony with 
"Hosanna, Praise is Rising." BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen welcomed those gath-
ered immediately followed by the Winds 
performing "How Deep the Father's Love."

Dr. Jimmy Clanton, a long-time member 
of the First Baptist Church of Thomasville, 
Georgia, told those assembled how he be-
came involved with the music and worship 
center project and shared some compas-
sionate words about his pastor, Dr. Gard-
ner. Music and Worship Division Chair 
Bill Davis followed Clanton's remarks with 
gracious expressions of appreciation for the 
new Music and Worship Division facility 
and the exciting plans to utilize the new ac-
commodations. 

Davis then conducted the College Choir 
in "Hear the Call of the Kingdom," before 
President Kinchen addressed those gath-

ered. Offering gratitude and praise, Kinchen shared with the 
audience about Gardner's dedication to the expansion of the 
Kingdom of God and his years of service to the Lord. 

The BCF Jazz Ensemble performed a beautiful rendition 
of "Amazing Grace," before Gardner humbly thanked those 
gathered and offered the Prayer of Dedication.

The College Choir sang "Mighty is the Power of the Cross" 
as BCF officials joined Dr. and Mrs. Gardner in cutting the 
ribbon for the official opening of the center located just be-
hind Shepherd's Cottages in Heritage Village. 

The new Gardner Center houses all of the classrooms, 
practice areas, and offices for the Music and Worship Divi-
sion. 
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After a night of rain, prospective students were welcomed to campus by 
a crisp breeze and warm smiles. More than 100 students brought family and 
friends to tour the ever expanding BCF campus.

Registration began in the R.G. Lee Chapel at 9 a.m. where current BCF stu-
dents gather to worship three days a week. Potential students were greeted 
by BCF Director of Marketing and Admissions Sandra Richards, who intro-
duced an artistic percussion segment orchestrated by student Andy Smith, 
whose crew used push brooms as a unique rhythmic source. BCF President 
Thomas A. Kinchen then shared with those in attendance all that the Lord is 
doing in and through the students at BCF to fulfill the call of "Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word.®"

After Kinchen's remarks, Music and Worship Division Chair Bill Davis 
invited those gathered to participate in an inspirational hour of student-led 
praise and worship featuring the College Choir, Praise Team, College Sing-
ers, Women's Ensemble, Male Chorale and the College Orchestra.

The cool winds did not deter visitors from touring all the exhibits dis-
played in front of the Assembly Center. Faculty members, students and staff  
gathered around the exhibit booths explaining all of the opportunities of-
fered at BCF including campus activities, mission trips, intramural sports, 
campus ministries and the different academic options. Resident directors 
led guests on tours of the dormitories while BCF Admissions Counselor 

BcF opens campus 
for Another Fun-
Filled Preview Day

Barol Bailey took groups on walking tours of the campus 
facilities, including the recently dedicated Gardner Center 
for Music and Worship.

College seekers enjoyed lunch around the gazebo while 
the impressive BCF Jazz Band, led by Professor Ron Bran-
ning, provided delightful entertainment. After lunch, at-
tendees had the opportunity to visit one of three class-
rooms or participate in the financial aid seminar. Davis 
hosted those interested in music, Donna Kincaid, Chair of 
the Elementary Education Division, provided information 
on the education programs, and former IMB Missionary 
and BCF Missions Professor Rich Elligson shared infor-
mation on Missions and Theology.

After classes were dismissed, guests were invited to the 
BCF Assembly Center and treated to a sampling of mu-
sic from the Music and Worship Division's performances 
of "On With the Show," featuring the greatest hits from 
Broadway. The new Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) Di-
rector Ashley Fredryk was introduced to guests and she 
shared information on the various ministries that BCM 
coordinates and supports throughout the year.  BCM 
awarded a "College Survival Kit" to a visiting student.

Prospective students who submitted applications to 
BCF on Preview Day had their application fee waived, and 
also participated in the final event of the day which includ-
ed two five hundred dollar scholarships. Kenneth Miller 
and Casey Ranalli were this semester's scholarship recip-
ients. Miller is from Branford, Fla., and is a member of 
Pine Grove Baptist Church. Ranalli is from Bronson, Fla., 
and is a member of the First Baptist Church of Bronson.

Plans are already underway for Spring Preview Day, 
which is scheduled for March 16. 
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conVEntion
thE FLoriDA BAPtist

In my unbiased and accurate opinion, the 
highlight of the November 2011 meeting of the 
Florida Baptist Convention was the service and 
worship leadership provided by The Baptist Col-
lege of Florida. From the time that messengers 
arrived they felt the warmth and friendly smiles 
of the BCF students serving in the registration 
booth. This gave those in attendance their first 
taste of the “Red Shirts” as BCF students and 
staff became known for their signature outfits. 
Musical worship leadership during the Tues-
day morning session of the convention was 
provided by the Music and Worship Division 
of the College. Messengers were clapping their 
hands, tapping their feet, and singing praises as 
the students and staff led in heartfelt worship. 
On more than one occasion I had leaders of the 
convention tell me that the BCF students gave 
them “new hope and excitement for the future 
of our Convention.” That is good news for BCF, 
but it is better news for Florida and a lost world.

   The third house in Conrad Court is 
nearing completion. The house will 
be the home for 14 of our BCF ladies 
preparing for areas of service and 
ministry.

BCF “Red Shirts’ Welcome Messengers
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Front Row:  Thomas A. Kinchen, President,  H. Larson (Marshal), K. Paetzold, M. Morris, S. Stahl, J. Williams, J. Duby, S. Timms, H. Calkins, N. 
Brooks, W. Owens, E. Casey, M. Rogers, K. Morgan, L. Forrest, M. Temples, A. Deery, L. Clarke, A. Spicer, H. Howington (Marshal), R. C. Ham-
mack, Senior Vice President.
Middle Row:   M. Kirkland, T. Kirkland, D. Brown, J. Stockton, D. Bell, B. Bean, D. Maguire, H. Mancin, G. Riddle, J. Barnard, J. Roland, T. Fann, 
T. Alan, F. Johnson
Back Row:  K. Roberson, D. Morris, M. Jones, T. Pate, C. Stinson, D. Taylor, C. Gann, G. Poole, J. Linton, J. Laseter, Z. Culpepper.

BCF Fall 2011 Graduates

BCF Wellness Center
     I am tremendously excited about the progress that is being made in the construction and furnishing of a new 
Wellness Center on the BCF campus. We do a great job of graduating folks who have keen minds and hot hearts 
for Jesus. We can and must do a better job of making sure that our bodies are in good enough shape for the 
rigors of the work that is ahead for each of us. As a result of a recent generous donation, we are in the planning 
phase of construction for the Wellness Center. We hope to break ground in January 2012. The Wellness Center 
will provide us with a state of the art facility for physical fitness and enhanced health. God continues to provide 
resources for blessing His people and His school.
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Leticia Clarke
Immokalee, FL

Aarika L. Deerey
LaBelle, FL

Jeanette Duby
Apopka, FL

Zachary A. Culpepper
Prattville, AL

David T. Fann
Jacksonville, FL

Faith Johnson 
Miami, FL

Matthew J. Jones
St. Augustine, FL

Mackenzie J. Kirkland
Winter Haven, FL

Cory L. Gann
Panama City, FL

Lauren M. Forrest
Fort White, FL

Terry L. Kirkland
Panama City, FL

John P. Linton
Tallahassee, FL

David S. Maguire
Thomaston, GA

Joel T. Laseter
Kinsey, AL

Derek C. Brown
Pensacola, FL

Harry T. Mancin
Graceville, FL

Meghan B. Morris
Graceville, FL

Whitney L. Owens 
Perry, FL

Kelly J. Paetzold
Winter Haven, FL

Donald L. Morris
Howey in the Hills, FL

Katherine M. Morgan
Orange Park, FL

Benjamin M. Bean
Ft Walton Beach, FL

John W. Barnard
Pensacola, FL

Nicole L. Brooks
Citronelle, AL

Heather N. Calkins
Trenton, FL

Elizabeth Casey
Aledo, TX

Daniel T. Bell
Panama City, FL

Ready 
and 

Equipped 
to 

Change 
the World!

BCF Trustee Tim Williams,  
Senior Pastor at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Winter 
Haven, FL congratulates 

daughter Mackenzie.



9

E
c

h
o

E
s

 
W

i
n

t
E

r
 

2
0

1
1

9

In Absentia:
• James E. Crowder
• Naomi I. Emberson
• Louis B. Harrison
• William S. Kelley
• Eric S. Leitner
• Curtis M. Swanson

Harvey J. Pate
Albany, GA

Sharon L. Timms
Cypress, FL

Geoffrey B. Poole 
Marianna, FL

Gary W. Riddle Jr.
Columbia, AL

Justin H. Roland
Newberry, FL

Ashley M. Spicer
Palm Bay, FL

Storm V. Stahl
Tavares, FL

Christopher R. Stinson
Panama City, FL

Melody J. Rogers
Palatka, FL

Kristopher M. Roberson
Ocala, FL

Mary Beth Temples
Ft. Gaines, GA

Todd Alan
Bonifay, FL

Joy E. Williams
Deltona, FL

David P. Taylor
Panama City, FL

John P. Stockton
Orange Park, FL

New 2011 BCF Graduate David  S. Ma-
guire celebrates with his Dad, Steven D. 
Maguire, who graduated from the Baptist 
Bible Institute in 1980.

 Although they occur like clockwork every semester, graduations at The Baptist College
of Florida (BCF) in Graceville are still welcomed with jubilation and excitement by each 
graduating class. Friday, December 9, was certainly no different as degrees were conferred 
on fifty seniors in the Assembly Center at 10 a.m.
      Black caps and flowing gowns filled the aisles when the graduates marched into the build-
ing as the BCF Brass Ensemble, under the direction of Professor Ron Branning, played the 
traditional “Pomp and Circumstance.” The commencement service officially began with the 
invocation led by Jacksonville Site Director Joe Molina and followed by Music and Worship 
Division Chair Bill Davis leading the congregation in hymn favorite  “Great is Thy Faithful-
ness.”
     BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen welcomed guests and recognized the family members 
of graduating seniors. The new English Professor David Grier then joined Kinchen at the 
podium to sign the Articles of Faith pledging to uphold the Christian doctrines and standards 
of The Baptist College of Florida.
    The Male Chorale presented a special selection entitled “Then Will the Very Rocks Cry 
Out,” before Kinchen addressed the graduating class.  Kinchen reminded those gathered that 
the world is still looking for Jesus just as they were years ago when He came and brought 
light into the world.  “When they come asking to desperately see Jesus, will they see Him in 
you?” asked Kinchen. “The world is still looking.  The world is still wondering.”
    Senior Vice President R.C. Hammack presented the graduating seniors to Kinchen as 
recommended by the Registrar and approved by the faculty. Kinchen proceeded to confer 
degrees and instructed the graduates to move their tassel.  Davis led the congregation in sing-
ing the College Hymn, “Tell Me the Story of Jesus,” and Grier pronounced the benediction.

BCF Graduates Celebrate 

New English Professor David Grier signs 
the Articles of Faith.
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The BCF Lady Eagles (NCCAA Division I) volleyball team recently com-
pleted their third season of competition. Their 2011 season could be sum-
marized in two words -- tremendous growth. The team, led by returning 
Head Coach Rachel Lauen, started the season with the hope of improving 
both on and off the volleyball court. A primary focus of the BCF Volleyball 
Program is growth both athletically and spiritually.

The Lady Eagles started their season, on August 26th, with a set win over 
Concordia-Selma, but ultimately lost the match. Another early highlight 

of the 2011 season came on September 3, 2011 when the Lady Eagles earned their 
first home win in school history against Truett-McConnell College of Cleveland, GA. 
While they continued to grow in sportsmanship and skill, the 2011 season was char-
acterized by a few set wins and a great number of close losses. 

Five Lady Eagles from the 2011 Team were recently recognized as they completed 
the season ranked nationally in the NCCAA All-Regional South Region. Shelsea Den-
son (Geneva, FL) completed the season ranked 2nd in Ace Average and 2nd in Digs 
and was named 2011 NCCAA All-Regional South Region, First Team All-American. 
Elizabeth Eaves (Daytona Beach, FL) completed the season ranked 7th in Digs and 
was also named 2011 NCCAA  All-Regional South Region, First Team All-American. 
Peyton Kirk (Birmingham, AL) finished the season 22nd in Digs and 23rd in Serv-
ing Ace Average. Chloe Huettel (Naples, FL) ended the 2011 season ranked 10th in 
Ace Average and Brittany Roche (Chipley, FL) completed the season ranked 17th  in 
Ace Average. Kirk, Huettel, and Roche were named to the 2011 NCCAA All-Regional 
South Region, Second Team All-American.

With several players on the 2011 roster returning next season, the 2012 Lady Ea-
gles D-I Volleyball season looks as if it could be the most competitive one yet. If you 
are interested in attending BCF and trying out for the Lady Eagles, visit the school’s 
website at baptistcollege.edu and complete a Prospective Student Athlete Form on 
the Athletics page or call 800-328-2660 ext. 460. 

BcF Lady Eagles
recognized by nccAA

2011 BCF Lady Eagles

Kirk, Huettel, Roche, Eaves and Denson

 Graduating seniors, along with friends and family members, 
gathered in the R.G. Lee Chapel on Wednesday, Nov. 30 for Senior 
Honor’s Day. This day represents the culmination of hard work and 
determination for many graduates as they were recognized for having 
achieved academic honors.
     Senior Class President John Paul Linton led the service beginning 
with a time of worship, praise and prayer. Senior Class Vice President 
Ryan Stinson introduced the class project and presented BCF Presi-
dent Thomas A. Kinchen with a light bulb, one of many the graduating class is providing to give more light to the campus 
and underscore the Christian mandate of being a light in a dark world. 
     Kinchen graciously thanked the senior class before delivering a powerful message about forgetting. The President encour-
aged the class to forget past sins, hurt feelings, failures, disappointments, and even successes. He reminded the graduates 
that it should always be their goal to remain focused on what the Lord is doing while looking ahead and not behind.
     Senior Vice President R.C. Hammack recognized honor graduates as Kinchen congratulated each student and delivered 
their honor stoles. Hammack then announced the students receiving honors for having the highest grade point average in 
each discipline and presented them with certificates.
     The service concluded with Linton leading the BCF College Choir and congregation in a moving praise service and 
closing prayer.  

BcF recognizes
seniors at honor’s Day
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        record crowd
 Attends Festivals

There were over 1000 people that attended The 
Baptist College of Florida’s (BCF) annual Holi-
day Heritage Festival on Friday, November 18, as 
hearts were warmed ushering in the Christmas sea-
son. Guests were bundled together as they strolled 
through Heritage Village admiring the decorations 
and the old-fashioned surroundings. The historic 
buildings were filled with treasures as artisans 
came to display their handiwork and creative skills. 
From intricately designed toy trains, beautifully 
crafted paintings, detailed stone carvings, flaw-
lessly sown quilts, expertise of a blacksmith, to the 
sweet smell of cane syrup brewing there was truly 
something for everyone.

Faculty and students from the BCF Music and 
Worship Division provided Christmas carolers and 
instrumental groups throughout the afternoon that 
delighted guests. Adding to the warmth and ambi-
ance of the traditional holiday gathering, small con-
tained fires were lit throughout the village keeping 
guests warm and smiling. The event was complete 
with several old-fashioned cars, handmade craft 
items, and delicious goodies baked by the faculty 
wives to raise money for the scholarship fund.  

New to this year’s festival was a life size replica 
of the Tabernacle constructed by Patterns of Ap-
proach Ministries.  There were guided tours of the 
Temple of Moses, filled with amazing historical 
facts bringing the true meaning of Christmas to the 
forefront as Jesus was born in a manger to be the 
ultimate sacrifice for the world.



13

E
c

h
o

E
s

 
W

i
n

t
E

r
 

2
0

1
1

13

The Music and Worship Division at The Baptist 
College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville ushered in 
the sounds of Christmas at the annual Christmas 
Festival of Music performances held Dec. 2 and  3. 
Three highly anticipated performances were well 
attended as musical favorites for all ages were per-
formed and enjoyed.  

The annual concert provided an uplifting celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ, combined with classic 
holiday favorites and even a special visit from a 
partridge in a pear tree. The program included solo 
performances as well as esteemed arrangements by 
instrumentalists, the guitar ensemble, women’s en-
semble, male chorale, college singers, college winds 
and the combined BCF College Choir.

The widely varied presentation of Christmas mu-
sic ranged from the traditional symphonic tunes 

and gospel, to the very contemporary heartwarm-
ing sounds of today’s Christmas classics. An un-
precedented presentation of the Gloria, by Antonio 
Vivaldi, featured BCF Voice Professor Kimberle 
Moon, student soloists, the college choir, and col-
lege winds.

The annual event showcased talented BCF stu-
dents from every area of the Music and Worship 
Division as well as throughout the college. Per-
formers and instrumentalists delighted audiences 
with moving renditions of “O Holy Night,” “Mary, 
Did You Know?” “In the First Light,” and “Domini 
Deus, Agnus Dei.” Adding to the enjoyment each 
evening, the program concluded with the congre-
gation joining the college choir and college winds to 
sing a spirited, fun-filled collection of carols.

BcF Proclaims the sounds of christmas
During the christmas Festival of music
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Bennett, Benjamin (’70) 
retired Oct 19, 2011 (his 
91st birthday) from full 
time ministry. Having an-
swered Gods call at age 

45, he served faithfully for 46 years.  He 
can be reached at 134 Hickory Cir. W, West 
Point, GA 31833; ph: 706-570-7154. 

Tompkins, Michael (’72) has been serv-
ing as Director of Missions in Comanche-
Cotton Baptist Association. He can be 
reached at 5105 SW Sapp Circle, Lawton, 
OK 73505; ph: 580-678-4743; email: mik-
etompkins@sbcglobal.net. 

Scott, Elizabeth (‘74) was selected to re-
ceive the National Association of Profes-
sional Women’s “Woman of the Year” title. 
Scott served as a volunteer missionary for 
more than 40 years.  She is a retired Post-
master and continues to serve with her 
husband, John. 

Bailey, Gary (’78) has been serving as 
bi-vocational Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Lecanto, FL for 27 years. He can 
be reached at P.O. Box 306, Lecanto, FL 
34460; ph: 352-746-3492; email: anchor-
cbs@hotmail.com. 

Bradley, James M. (’78) received his Mas-
ter of Arts in Religion with an emphasis in 
Discipleship Ministries from Liberty Bap-
tist Theological Seminary on October 26, 
2011. He can be reached at P.O. Box 1059 
East Ellijay, GA 30539; ph: 706-635-5290.

Maxson , Howard C. (’80) 
is Pastor of Fowler Baptist 
Church in Gouverneur, NY. 
He can be reached at 9 
Balmat-Fowler Rd., Gouver-

neur, NY 13642; ph: 315-287-7697; email: 
hcmaxson@hotmail.com. 

Kelley, Randy (’80) has been called as Pas-
tor of the Westview Baptist Church in En-
terprise, AL.  He can be reached at 20612 
Plywood Mill Road, Andalusia, AL  36421; 
phone: 334-222-7822; email: randy.kel-
ley01@yahoo.com.

Galvin, Juan B. (’83) can be reached at 902 
Pin Oak St., Edna, TX  77957; ph: 361-510-
6797; email: juanbgalvan49@yahoo.com.

Chamberlin, Mark L. (’84) is currently serv-
ing as Interim Pastor at Gatetree Baptist 
Church in Danville, CA. He can be reached 
at P.O. Box 472,  Crows Landing, CA 95313; 
ph: 619-207-9447; email: MarkLChamber-
lin@hotmail.com. 

Smith, Jack (’84) can be reached at 7767 
Juniper Creek Dr. East, Wilmer, AL 36587; 
ph: 251-490-1914; email: jacar21795@
gmail.com.  

Cochran, Keith (‘85) has retired as As-
sociate Professor of Psychology at Mis-
souri Southern State University and now 
lives in Gadsden, AL. He can be reached 
at 1807 State Street, Gadsden, AL 35904; 
ph: 417-540-2495; email: kcochran1976@
yahoo.com.

Ruano, Ricardo (’88) and wife Aleida (’88) 
can be reached at 20310 NE 13 Ave, Mi-
ami, FL 33179; ph: 786-277-6093; email: 
rick@rickruano.com.

Murrill, Ronnie L. (’91) is 
working in Chaplaincy with 
the Dept. of Corrections for 
the State of Florida. He can 
be reached at 210 Mary-

mac Street, Live Oak, FL 32064; ph: 386-
249-0755; email: rlm4136@hotmail.com. 

Grier, David (’93) is the new English Pro-
fessor at The Baptist College of Florida. 
He can be reached at 177 Oscar Godwin 
Rd., Dothan, AL 36301; ph 334-794-0143; 
email: dsgrier@baptistcollege.edu. 

Perko, Mark (’93) can be reached at 3425 
Deep Creek Rd., Wadesboro, NC 28170; 
ph: 704-694-5971: email: twisterrev@ya-
hoo.com. 

Hatch, Glenn (’94) can be reached at 1007 
East St., Brookfield, VT 05036; ph: 802-276-
3177; email: hatchglenn@yahoo.com.

Thomas, Chris (’94) is serving as Worship 
and Family Pastor at South Brandon Bap-
tist Church in Valrico, FL. He and his wife 
Julie (’93) can be reached at 16150 Boy-
ette Rd, Riverview, FL 33569; ph: 813-651-
5161; email: chris@southbrandon.org. 

Ferrell, George (’95) is serving as Minister 
of Children at Boiling Springs FBC. He can 
be reached at 112A Panorama Springs Dr, 
Boiling Springs, SC 29316; ph: 864-764-
4966; email: gferrell@bsfbc.org. 

Spiers, Jesse (’95) is serving with Pat-
tern of Approach Ministries. He can be 
reached at 1530 Jack Brown Dr., Ponce de 
Leon, FL 32455; ph: 850-863-4446; email: 
jessecspiers@poaministries.org. 

Sims, Nathan S. (’97) can be reached at 
P.O. Box 74 New Brockton, AL; email: drm-
nate@yahoo.com. 

Mustian, Kurt (’00) and 
his wife Robin are cur-
rently church planting in 
western North Dakota. 
He can be reached at 

email: kurt4christ@yahoo.com. 

Ellison, Scott (’01) can be reached at 60 
Kerrylane Dr.  Angier, NC 27501; ph: 919-
331-0176; email: scott@redeemernc.org. 

Holmes, Stephanie Turner (’01) can be 
reached at 585 McDonald Dr, Wetumpka, 
AL 36092; ph: 334-330-9991; email: 
Stephanie.turner01@gmail.com.

Connelly, Scott (’02) is currently serving 
as Youth Minister at First Baptist Church 
of Inverness in Inverness, Fl. Scott can be 
reached at 145 Cypress Blvd E, Homo-
sassa, Fl 34446; ph:352-419-2644; email: 
scottconnelly@yahoo.com.

Crosby, Danny (’02) is the Adult Education 
Pastor at First Baptist Church Jacksonville. 
He is also a Captain/Chaplain in The Flor-
ida National Guard. He and his wife Jean-
na (’99) can be reached at P.O. Box 18997, 
Jacksonville, FL; ph: 334-398-3904; email: 
dannyc@fbcjax.com. 

Casten, Marnell (‘03) can be reached at 
18158 Linda Lane, Sylacauga, Al 35150; 
ph:  205-914-4035; email: opalgirl_2003@
yahoo.com.

Johnson, Daniel (’04) is currently the Pas-
tor at Victory Methodist Church in Manor, 
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GA. He can be reached at 5103 Booth 
Church Rd, Manor, GA 31550; email: vic-
torypastor@att.net. 

Parker, Claibourne (’04) is currently serv-
ing on the leadership team at Atlantic 
Coast Church’s Nextwave Student Minis-
try. He can be reached at 3003 Juniper Dr., 
Edgewater, FL  32141; ph: 386-690-2651; 
email: claiparker@gmail.com. 

Sutton, Benjamin (’05) can be reached 
at 8601-3 Lyndon Crossing Ct, Louisville, 
KY 40242; ph: 502-558-1028; email: non-
ame_17@hotmail.com. 

Bell, Chris (’06) is serving as Associate Pas-
tor of Children and Families at FBC of Ver-
non, TX. He can be reached at 2906 Tolar 
St, Vernon, TX 76384; ph: 940-886-6305; 
email: chris@fbcvernon.org. 

Ottesen, Jesse (’07) and wife Kristina (’08) 
are currently serving as Youth Ministers at 
Bethany Baptist Church in Rougemont, 
NC. They can be reached at 44 Berea Rd, 
Rougemont, NC 27572; ph: 336-583-4908; 
email: jesse.ottesen@gmail.com. 

Stewart, Michael (’07) can be reached at 
395 Sunset Dr., Monticello, Fl 32344; ph: 
850-544-4551; email: mstewart301@ya-
hoo.com.

Porter, John (Jay) (’08) can be reached at 
15248 NW 150th Rd,  Apt 2096, Alachua, 
FL 32616; ph: 386-365-8918; email: Jay@
ccalachua.com.

Armstrong, Martin (’09) and his wife Lydia 
(’10) are currently planting a church in 
Pordenone, Italy. He can be reached at 
Via Vallona 33, Pordenone, Italy PN 33170; 
ph: 941-462-3304; email: Armstongitaly@
gmail.com.

Gillis, Whitney (‘09) is currently pursu-
ing a Master of Arts in Christian Studies 
from Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, NC. She can be 
reached at 606 Secret Pond Rd, Wake For-
est, NC 27587; email: whit.gillis@gmail.
com.

Hyatt, Lee (’10) is currently 
working full time at SWBTS 
as a Secretary in the school 
of Missions and Evange-
lism. He can be reached at 
4316 Baldwin Ave Apt 201, 

Fort Worth, TX 76115; ph: 325-504-6247; 
email: Lh25406@yahoo.com. 

Ricks, Darin (’10) can be reached at 7824 
Osteen Rd., New Port Richey, FL 34653; 
ph: 727-237-7575; email: darin.ricks@
gmail.com. 

Hepinstall, Andrew (’11) is currently serv-
ing as an Associate Pastor at Glencoe 
Baptist Church in New Smyrna Beach, FL. 
Andrew can be reached at 1423 Victory 
Palm Dr, Edgewater, FL 32132; ph: 850-
896-6436; email: glencoebc@gmail.com. 

Sanders, Shannon (’11) can be reached 
at 4185 Thor Ave., Titusville, FL 32780; 
ph: 321-607-6510; email: Shannon8765@
gmail.com.

‘10

  Deepest sympathy
Sympathy extended to Darlene Kirby, Ad-
ministrative Assistant to the Marketing 
Director, in the tragic loss of her daugh-
ter Ms. Jacquline “Jaky” Sussanne Parizo.  
Jaky, 28 years old, was killed in a car ac-
cident. 

Mrs. Suzanne (Sue) Gilbert, BCF Adjunct 
Faculty and Campus Counselor, won her 
battle with cancer and went home to be 
with the Lord on November 2, 2011. BCF 
joined together to celebrate her life and 
thank God for the positive influence and 
encouragement she cheerfully offered to 
every person on campus.

Mrs. Betty Lou Parker, deeply loved wife 
of BCF Vice President for Development, 
Charles Parker, passed away on Novem-
ber 27. She is survived by her husband 
Charles and children Charles “Roy” Jr. and 
Cynthia Parker, Gena and Steve Keszthe-
lyi, Christy Parker-Priest, and six grand-
children.

**********
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