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Statement of Mission
  The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training for 
Christian leaders through awarding certificates and associate, 
baccalaureate and graduate degrees in a co-educational post-
secondary setting.
  To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a desire 
for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by introducing 
students to a wide range of knowledge; nurture the ability 
to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use information; and 
promote personal and social maturity.
  For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining 
biblical and religious data; we also assist students in learning 
and living the Christian life. In terms of professional growth, 
students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance 
opportunities for ministry, and they learn to master a 
specialized body of knowledge. 
  At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward 
ministry and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the 
Southern Baptist heritage.

From the 
Desk of the
President
Merry Christmas!

God Bless You and Merry Christmas,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President

Dear Friends,
 
I pray that you are in the middle of the 
most wonderful Christmas season that 
you have ever experienced. I hope that the 

lights are a little brighter, the friends a little closer, 
the fires a little warmer, the family a little dearer, 
and most of all the Savior a lot more central in your 
life and celebration. As you look through this issue of 
Echoes I hope that you will be, as I am, absolutely 
amazed at the blessings of our Lord in providing for 
and directing The Baptist College of Florida. His 
hand is equally evident in the lives of students who 
come to study and grow for a few years and faculty 
and staff who come to study, grow and serve for a 
lifetime. 
 
As I think of our Heritage and Hope I am reminded 
that both are truly His gifts to us. I am so grate-
ful for all of those who have served and supported 
BCF since its beginning in 1943. They were led by our 
Lord to be here for a season and have left a strong 
and solid heritage for us. I am equally grateful for 
the current generation of students, staff, faculty and 
trustees who are pouring their lives into BCF now. I 
am most grateful for the Hope that we have in the 
fact that Our Lord still has a work for this wonder-
ful school. Only His heart knows and history will 
reveal all that He has planned for us, but we know 
that it will all be for His honor and glory.
 
As you read the pages that follow please take the 
time to thank our Lord for His blessings in the past 
and ask Him to guide us in the great days that lie 
before us.
 
Ruth Ann and I want to thank you for the Heritage 
that you have allowed us to have with you. We have 
now spent almost one half of our married life serving 
at BCF. Our children were married, our grandchil-
dren born, and our lives enriched in a multitude of 
ways as members of this wonderful family of The 
Baptist College of Florida. Our greatest joy comes 
in the Hope that we have as we anticipate the future 
of BCF. 



ECHOES / Winter 2010 • 3

     The campus stirred with excitement during the annual Fall Revival 
and Homecoming Nov. 1 - Nov. 3. BCF graduate and former Trustee Chair 
Craig Conner, Pastor of First Baptist Church of Panama City, was the guest 
speaker for the special occasion.
     "He's my brother; he's my friend; he's a man of God," stated BCF Presi-
dent Thomas A. Kinchen when introducing Conner. For three worship-
filled, power-packed days, Conner challenged the congregation to "make a 
difference in the lostness of our world." 
     "Talk to people about God and talk to God about people," stated Conner. 
Each day, he boldly declared that we have an eternal mandate, through mes-
sages of inspiration coupled with Biblical examples of success and triumph 
over failures.
     On Tuesday, alumni were welcomed back to campus for homecoming 
services, with several joining the college choir to participate in the worship 
experience. From the musical sounds of "I'm Getting Ready to Leave this 
World" to Conner's introduction of "Slow Fade," a popular song by Casting 
Crowns, revival came to BCF.
     After the homecoming message, those in attendance were invited to stay 
for dinner on the grounds, a question and answer time with the President in 
the new Missions and Evangelism Center, and a campus tour highlighting 
all of the changes over the years. Alumni, current and former faculty mem-
bers, and students enjoyed an afternoon of sharing memories and learning 
from each other about how the campus has changed.

Revival and Homecoming
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Over 150 people gathered for the official 
opening and dedication of The Mills Center for 
Missions and Evangelism.
     BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen stressed 
to those in attendance that the ceremony 
marked a culmination of 10 years of prayer 
and hard work. "This is just one more step in 
the journey for the institution whose business 
is about changing the world," stated Kinchen. 
"The real proof of this work is in the students 
-- with what you learn here, what you carry out 
from here, and what you do with it."
     BCF Board of Trustees Chair Howard Gates 
addressed the crowd and shared his thoughts 
on the reason for the gathering, "We are here 
because the Word of God is alive!" The Mills 
Center was constructed as a place for students 
to learn the Word, to be grounded in God's 
Word, so they could go into the world and share 
that knowledge.
     Dean of Faculty and Theology Division 
Chair Robin Jumper expressed how humbled 
and grateful he was to be a part of the day, con-
veying to those gathered all the hopes he has 
for the center. "I believe God has His hand on 
this school as we prepare young men and wom-
en to spread the Gospel; it's my prayer that this 
will be done through this facility," said Jumper. 
"This will be a place of prayer, a place of learn-
ing the Word of God, a place where mentoring 
takes place, and where students are compelled 
to be God's servants in the world."

     Florida Baptist Convention Executive Di-
rector-Treasurer John Sullivan quoted from 
Philippians, relating how Paul and Timothy 
thanked God upon their every remembrance of 
fellow laborers for the Kingdom. Sullivan said, 
"I am confident that this building will stand for 
spreading the Gospel of Christ."
     Kinchen thanked all of those who not only 
had a vision for a missions and evangelism 
center, but also those who had a part in the con-
struction and designing of the new center. He 
presented Supervising Contractor Tom Horton 
with a resolution from the Board of Trustees. 
The resolution, along with a monetary gift, was 
to thank Horton for his tireless efforts to see the 
building finished, having never taken any pay-
ment for his time and energy. "I saw him here 
before early and after late, saying he wanted to 
bless this school because it has so blessed this 
community," stated Kinchen.
     After a round of applause, the BCF Male 
Chorale led by Music and Worship Division 
Chair Bill Davis sang "Favorite Song of All" 
featuring senior soloist Andy Johnston. Em-
bodying the reason for the creation of the Mills 
Center, the song relates how God's favorite 
thing to hear is the song of a soul being re-
deemed.
     BCF Trustee R.C. Mills offered the prayer of 
dedication before he and his wife, Lois, joined 
Kinchen, Gates, Jumper, and Sullivan to cut the 
ribbon and officially open the Mills Center for 
Missions and Evangelism, thereby furthering 
BCF in its endeavors to "Change the World, 
Through the Unchanging Word®."

Missions Center Dedication

Male Chorale led 
by Music and 
Worship Division 
Chair Bill Davis

BCF Trustee 
Chair Howard 

Gates

President Kinchen with R.C. & Lois Mills

Kinchen recognizes Mr. Tom Horton

Florida Baptist 
Convention 
Executive 
Director-Treasurer 
John Sullivan
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BCF welcomed Missions Professor Keith Eitel from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary for the annual Missions Conference.
     In every service, Eitel challenged students to be fully surrendered, prayer-filled 
messengers, sacrificially engaged in the missionary task. "He was God's man for 
this conference," said BCF Missions Professor Rich Elligson. "He was just the 
right mix of missionary, theologian, communicator and motivator. If we had parked 
a 747 on the back parking lot after the chapel service on Wednesday, I believe we 
could have loaded it with folks headed into the mission field!"
     In addition to the motivational preaching, more than a dozen mission agencies 
were represented on campus, giving them the opportunity to interact with students, 
share their visions, and recruit for upcoming mission projects. Some participated 
in past conferences and looked forward to continuing their relationship with BCF. 
Others, like Don Woody with New Tribes Mission, were new to the campus. "I 
had never been on campus before, but heard that BCF was very missions minded," 
Woody remarked. "Now that I have been here, I can say how true it is. The faculty 
and student body are among the most engaged I have ever encountered," he added. 
"I look forward to coming back!"
     Such sentiments were echoed by representatives from Vision with Compassion 
Ministries, which focuses on mission work in Cuba. "This place is amazing," said 
John Thomas, VCM representative. "The students have a heart for God's global 
mission that is indicative of the emphasis BCF has placed on joining God in His 
work. We look forward to building an ongoing relationship here."
     By far, the biggest impact of the Missions Conference was felt by the students. 
By the end of the conference, 28 students had made some type of commitment 
regarding mission participation. These decisions ranged from commitments to pray 
to commitments to go.
     The BCF call and commitment is to "Change the World Through the Unchang-
ing Word®." By hosting events such as the Missions Conference, students have the 
opportunity to see what God is doing in our neighborhood and around the world, 
and then to pray about how they can get involved.

         Missions Conference
BCF Junior 
Anda Scott

Dr. Keith Eitel

“Go Ye Into All the World...”
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For Florida Baptists, the annual state convention is a 
wonderful opportunity to see what God is doing throughout 
the state, reconnect with old friends, make new friends, and 
take part in the process of voting as messengers. For many 
BCF students it was also an opportunity to serve messengers 
through volunteering at the registration table and leading 
worship for those in attendance.

     For the second year in 
a row, BCF students were 
asked to serve at the regis-
tration booth for the Florida 
Baptist State Convention, 
held this year in Brandon, 
FL in November. Every mes-
senger, visitor, and exhibitor 

was cheerfully greeted and registered by a BCF 
student. For the students, it was another oppor-
tunity to express gratitude to over 1,200 mes-
sengers for their support, and share with them 
the incredible way God is working at BCF.
     “As a student preparing for the ministry, it 
excites me to see and serve all of the pastors and 
messengers that are actively involved in Baptist 

life,” said John Lain, a BCF sophomore and regis-
tration volunteer. “Any way I can help is time well 
spent.”
     During the Tuesday morning session, messen-
gers were blessed as BCF students representing the 
different groups of the Music and Worship Division 
led the praise and worship time. Under the direc-
tion of Division Chair Bill Davis, members of the 
College Choir, Male Chorale, Women’s Ensemble, 
Jazz Band, and the Chapel Praise Team sang power 
filled songs to lead those assembled in worship. The 
session included a moving video report from BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen showcasing the many 
ways that BCF utilizes Cooperative Program funds 
and the prayer support from Florida Baptists to open 

       2010 Florida Baptist    State Convention

BCF Elementary Ed. students decorate doors for 
Florida Baptist Convention theme.

BCF students register messengers at the Florida Baptist Convention

BCF student Karina Lopez
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doors of ministry and change lives.
     “For The Baptist College of Florida, the Florida Baptist 
Convention is family,” stated Kinchen. “We all have our 
part to play, and we all receive a blessing by belonging. 
When our students, faculty and staff participate in the An-
nual Meeting of the Convention, it gives us a chance to 
see that we are a part of a much larger work; and it gives 
the Convention a chance to see the vital role that the Col-
lege plays in its overall mission. I am extremely proud of 
the role played by our people. A college can have great 
programs, plans, and buildings; but its greatest asset is its 
people. Our people are the finest to be found anywhere, and 
I am glad that Florida Baptists had a chance to see them 
in action in Brandon. I look forward to our future joined 
in service.”
     The red shirts worn by BCF students could easily be 
seen throughout the convention arena as students sought to 
help and serve those attending. Each student volunteering 
represented a life committed to following Christ, studying 
to serve in pastoral ministries, missions, music and wor-
ship, leadership, youth ministry, Christian counseling, edu-
cation, business, English, and more. While the programs 
of study are diverse, BCF students all share a common 
Biblical foundation and desire to take part in ministry and 
service wherever and whenever called upon. 

   State Convention
ECHOES / Winter 2010 • 7
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Holiday Heritage Festival

The Baptist College of Flor-
ida ushered in the Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas season on 
November 19 with a little cane 
grinding, syrup making, and 
lots of singing.  It was a beauti-
ful sunny afternoon in Heritage 
Village as the buses arrived 
with senior adults joining with 
the BCF family and Graceville 
community for an afternoon full 
of fellowship and fun.

     Men, women and children of all ages joined 
to listen to the choirs as each group presented 
both traditional and contemporary Christmas 
music. Ozark resident Stanley Smith led a Sacred 
Harp sing after the adult choir festival concluded, 
adding to the ambiance of the historic surround-
ings. The talented members of the BCF Music 
and Worship Division provided entertainment 
throughout the afternoon and long into the eve-
ning with performances by carolers, the brass en-
semble and a gospel quartet. 
     A host of artisans, scattered around the Village, 
displayed their talents making soap, Civil War 
dog tags, as well as demonstrations in rope tying, 

basket weaving, blacksmithing, flint napping, chair can-
ing, and much more. Artisans even shared craft secrets 

with guests and told a few stories. 
     The atmosphere was full of laughter as old friends 
shared memories while riding in the carriage, playing 
with the electric trains, touring the quilt exhibit, and 
warming up around the syrup-making fire. The hot choc-
olate and hot apple cider warmed the body, but it was 
clearly the conversation and reminiscing of days of old 
that warmed the hearts of those in attendance. 
     All the proceeds received from the food and the 
arts and crafts provided by the faculty wives, just over 
$1,000, will go directly to the Ministers’ Wives Scholar-
ship Fund.  
     If you happened to miss this year’s festival, make 
plans now to attend next year. 

A Christmas Festival of M
usic
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Holiday Heritage Festival A Christmas Festival of M
usic

A perfectly synchronized and resounding rendition of Angels We Have 
Heard on High performed by Professors Buford Cox and Angela Glover rang 
in the Christmas Festival of Music in the R. G. Lee Chapel at BCF. Once 
again, the magnificent talent of the BCF Music and Worship Division led by 
Chair Bill Davis brought the story of Christmas to life.
     A booming drum line entered from the side door and a group of heralding 
trumpets marched down the chapel aisles as together they announced the Joy 
to the World that came to earth on that first Christmas morning. Professor 
Ed Scott, straight from the Louisiana bayou, read the story of A Cajun Night 
Before Christmas followed shortly by a saxophone playing Santa, Mr. Bob 
Snyder, and his two elves. The Male Chorale delighted the audience with their 
interactive rendition of Fa La La and a trio, Jared Schneider, Barol Bailey 
and Andy Johnston, sang I Have Seen the Light which was met with an over-
whelming round of applause.
     There were elaborate fanfares and overtures, guitars and ensembles, singers 
and soloists, trios and duets, all forms and styles of music presented including 
Christmas favorites and hot-off-the-press 
new arrangements enjoyed by everyone. 
The sweet melodious sound of the Wom-
en's Ensemble, and O Come Emmanuel 
performed by five perfectly harmonized 
flutes strategically placed around the cha-
pel echoed the sentiment of the night.
     Warming the hearts of all who heard, 
the college choir, orchestra, and the entire 
BCF Music and Worship Division sub-
limely presented the gospel message of 
Christmas and challenged listeners to go 
and tell. 
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BCF welcomed Colonel Thomas H. Palma-
lier and the US Army Field Band and Soldier’s Cho-
rus to the Graceville campus Sunday, November 7. 
Over 100 musicians, singers, and technical support 
members gathered to perform a memorable and spec-
tacular program of music for a packed audience in the 
BCF Assembly Center.
     BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen welcomed the 
Band and Chorus as well as the audience of nearly 
1,000 people. The Assembly Center was filled with 
the enthusiastic sounds of a full band playing a “Pa-
triotic Prologue” and John Philip Sousa’s “A Century 
of Progress.”
   Amidst an afternoon of notable compositions one 
right after the other, Carter Pann’s arrangement 
of “Slalom” was followed by Staff Sergeant Cha-
ris Strange’s vocal performance of “A Letter from 

Sullivan Ballou.” Ballou is known for the letter he 
wrote to his wife before being mortally wounded in 
the first battle of Bull Run in 1861. Strange’s perfor-
mance of the eloquent letter was masterfully present-
ed as the audience sensed the emotion both through 
the cadence of her voice and her facial expressions.
     Though all of the songs were inspirational, there 
was one in particular that brought the crowd to its 
feet, the tributary “Armed Forces Salute.” The musi-
cal number gives recognition to each branch of the 
military service and salutes all of the men and women 
who have served and are currently serving in the 
armed service, both at home and abroad. As each ser-
vice branch was recognized and veterans from those 
branches stood, Colonel Palmalier, Commander and 
Conductor of the Army Band, turned to salute those 
servicemen and women in the audience. A tearful 

honoring of both the past and the present.
     On a night they are sure to remember, ten high 
school band students from Sneads, Marianna, Crest-
view, Graceville, and Chipley were given the oppor-
tunity to accompany the band during one of the ar-
rangements.
     Five perfectly pitched piccolo players led a stir-
ring rendition of “Stars and Stripes Forever” that once 
again brought the crowd to their feet in applause. Fol-
lowed by the awe inspiring final number of the eve-
ning, “Proud to Be An American.”
     According to Kinchen, The Baptist College of Flor-
ida was honored to host this magnificent performance 
in support of our nation’s military. Plans are already 
underway to have an annual event of this caliber.

BCF hosted its annual Fall Preview Day on 
November 12, welcoming over 150 potential 
students to the campus. After being greeted by 
Dr. Kinchen, they enjoyed an hour of inspira-
tional student-led praise and worship that fea-
tured the College Choir, Praise Team, College 
Singers, Women’s Ensemble, Male Chorale, 
and the College Winds Orchestra. 
     College seekers enjoyed lunch around the gazebo 
as the BCF Jazz Band, under the direction of As-
sociate Professor of Music Ron Branning, provided 
the afternoon entertainment. Everyone was given an 
opportunity to visit a class of their choice, including 
Missions, Old Testament, Psychology, or attend an 

overview of the Music and Worship Division or Financial Aid Resources.
     Plans are already underway for next semester’s Preview Day which is held 
in March. For more information on visiting The Baptist College of Florida, or 
becoming a BCF student, please contact the Admissions Office at 800-328-2660 
ext. 460.

U.S. Army Field Band Overwhelms Crowd at BCF

BCF Fall Preview Day a
Great Success!
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BCF Senior Vice-President R.C. Hammack (far right) poses with the latest graduating class in Brazil.

On a cloudy Monday morning, BCF students 
and faculty filled the R.G. Lee Chapel before the an-
nouncement would be made for the winner of the stu-
dent preaching award. BCF freshman Tori Clement 
led the congregation in worship; and the chapel over-
flowed with voices lifted high in adoration to the Lord.
     Following the awe inspiring praise and worship 
time, BCF Graduate Division Chair and Preaching 
Professor Ed Scott introduced this semester's Presi-
dential Excellence in Preaching Award winner, BCF 
Junior Mahlon LeCroix.
     One of the distinct honors afforded to the win-
ner of the preaching award has been the opportunity 
to preach before their peers and faculty in the R. G. 
Lee Chapel. Preaching out of a familiar passage in 
2 Kings 4:8-36, LeCroix challenged the chapel con-

gregation by asking, "What are you going to do when 
your dream dies?" According to LeCroix, people often 
respond in one of two ways: they seek God or they 
accuse Him.
     By the passion in his voice and the story of his 
prevailing testimony, LeCroix held the attention of 
all who attended, compelling them to decide which 
is more important, their own personal dream or God, 
the Creator? LeCroix stated, "What is it worth to have 
your dream, and not have God in it? -- Not much at 
all."
     Preaching winner Mahlon LeCroix raised the stan-
dard for future student preaching competitors, and 
inspired the BCF community to push on toward fulfill-
ing the mission of "Changing the World Through the 
Unchanging Word.®"

BCF Alumni Making a Difference
in Leesburg

Grads serving on staff at First Baptist Leesburg

- Emily Wright, Interim Children’s Leader
- Stephen Wolgamott, Worship Pastor
- Abby Mathewson, Worship Assistant
- Josh Gussler, Media Director
- Jay Mudd, Student Pastor
- Alex Davis, Youth Associate (Not Pic-
tured, Orlando Campus Student)

LeCroix wins Presidential 
Excellence in Preaching Award

BCF Graduates Another Class in Brazil

    One of the great joys of our relationship with Florida Bap-
tists comes through the students they send and from the op-
portunities they provide to our graduates.  It is heartwarming 
to see our students literally “Changing the World...” through 
service.  This was made abundantly clear during a recent visit 
to First Baptist Church Leesburg where BCF alumni are serv-
ing.  This church is providing avenues for members of the 
BCF family to continue their service to our Lord.  For this 
we’re grateful!

     The reach of BCF’s ministry goes far 
beyond the campus of Graceville or even the 
state of Florida.  This is shown most vividly 
in the work that we carry out in Northeast 
Brazil through a partnership with LINC-UP 
Missions, Inc.  Recently, the second class 
of graduates received their certificates and 
moved out into fields of service.  Classes are 
scheduled to begin in three different loca-
tions across Northeast Brazil early in 2011.
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Christina J. Acree
Winter Haven, FL

Yves Altidor
Winter Garden, FL

Joshua E. Bahruth
Orlando, FL

Lydia J. Bolton
Havana, FL

Ryan A. Ayala
Immokalee, FL

John R. Braley
Palm Coast, FL

Joseph C. Campbell
Middleburg, FL

Lacie L. Carter
Cross City, FL

Lauren A. Clement
Kinston, AL

Jared C. Buchanan
Plant City, FL

Anthony L. Brothers
Cottondale, FL

Courtney F. Coggins
Graceville, FL

2010 Fall Graduation

Front  Row (Left to Right): Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, Lauren Reeves (Marshall), Lacie Carter, Rebecca Hale, Joanna Jules, Lauren 
Clement, Lindsey Vinson, Lydia Bolton, Christina Acree, Michelle Perez, Allison Henderson, Ashley McCombs, Cassie Stroud, Lauren 
Wegmann, Courtney Coggins, Charla Douglas, Danielle Miller, Michelle Gorman, Erin Vickers (Marshall), Dr. R.C. Hammack.
Middle Row (Left to Right): Scott Fleming, Douglas Gilmore, John Braley, Jared Buchanan, Patrick Ham, Steven Henry, Robert 
Govoni, Jr., Joseph Campbell, Leroy McLeroy, Anthony Gardiner, Joshua Baruth, Blake Price.
Back Row (Left to right): Matthew Tripp, Andrès Ivàn Ramos, Ryan Ayala, Anthony Brothers, Michael Douglas, Richard Holder, 
Ernie Seay, Yves Altidor.  

BCF Trustee Susan Wegmann presents 
daughter Lauren with her diploma.

BCF Professor David Coggins presents 
daughter Courtney with her diploma.

Mike (‘93) and Robin Stroud with daughters 
Cassie Stroud (‘10) and Christina Ziglar (‘06).

BCF Music and Worship Division 
Chair Bill Davis signs the Articles 

of Faith.

BCF Mathematics Professor Philip 
Shutt signs the Articles of Faith



ECHOES / Winter 2010 • 13

Danielle M. Miller
Starke, FL

Michelle L. Perez
Cross City, FL

Blake A. Price
Winter Haven, FL

William R. Nelson
Defuniak Springs, FL

Andres I. Ramos
Enterprise, AL

Matthew S. Tripp
Ocala, FL

Lindsey M. Vinson
Live Oak, FL

Lauren N. Wegmann
Okeechobee, FL

Cassie D. Stroud
Wewahitchka, FL

Ernie E. Seay
Inman, SC

Joanna F. Jules
Plantation, FL

Charla A. Douglas
Port St. Joe, FL

Michael L. Douglas
Kinsey, AL

Scott A. Fleming
Winter Garden, FL

Michelle D. Gorman
Lakeland, FL

Robert G. Govani, Jr.
Pensacola, FL

Rebecca M. Hale
Punta Gorda, FL

Patrick R. Ham
Dora, AL

Douglas E. Gilmore
Pace, FL

Anthony J. Gardiner
Brundige, AL

Richard A. Holder
Lake City, FL

Ashley L. McCombs
Orange Park, FL

Leroy McLeroy
Bascom, FL

Steven J. Henry
Chipley, FL

Allison D. Henderson
New Port Richey, FL

 In Absentia:
 Terrance R. Abernathy
 Dennis A. Epps, Jr.
 Tonya S. Hill
 Caleb M. Jones
 Darrell S. Jones
 Nancy Mendez
 Michael A. Ricks
 Breanna L. Stevens-Merritt
 Charles E. Taylor, Jr.
 Gary S. Upchurch
 Nathan VanderBoegh
 Charles M. Williams II

2010 Fall Graduation

  The day that so many students long for as they em-
bark on their college journey finally arrived for 50 
seniors at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF). Fall 
commencement exercises were held Dec. 10 at 10 
a.m. in the Assembly Center on the Graceville Cam-
pus, beginning with the traditional graduate proces-
sional “Pomp and Circumstance” performed by BCF 
Professor of Piano Buford Cox. 
   History Professor Beth Minchin led the invocation 
followed by Music and Worship Division Chair Bill 
Davis leading the congregation in “Crown Him with 
Many Crowns.”
   BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen welcomed 
guests and visitors before calling on the two newest 
faculty members, Davis and Mathematics Professor 
Philip Shutt, to sign the Articles of Faith, a document 
signed by all faculty members signifying their com-
mitment to the Lord and His Word. 
   Regardless of the degree earned, that same com-
mitment has been instilled into each graduate at BCF. 
That commitment was also reiterated during the pres-
idential address as Kinchen encouraged graduates to 
follow the wise men and keep their hearts and eyes 

open in pursuing the path God has for them.  “What 
will you follow?” asked Kinchen.  “The question is 
will you, like the wise men, get up, go, and follow?” 
   Following the presidential address, Senior Vice 
President R.C. Hammack presented the graduating 
class to President Kinchen. Once the verification by 
the registrar and faculty was read, all 50 graduates re-
ceived their diplomas.  Kinchen allowed the Director 
of Distance Learning and BCF Associate Professor 
of Leadership David Coggins to present his daugh-
ter, Courtney Faith Coggins, her Missions degree, 
and BCF Board of Trustee member Susan Wegmann 
to present her daughter, Lauren Noelle Wegmann, her 
Elementary Education degree. 
   After all the degrees were conferred, Davis returned 
to the podium to lead those gathered in the college 
hymn, “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” before Mathemat-
ics Professor Philip Shutt closed the service with a 
prayer of benediction. 
   The graduates, surrounded by their friends and loved 
ones, could be seen around campus celebrating and 
taking pictures totally oblivious to the chilly weather 
as they celebrated this momentous occasion. 
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Alumni Updates Update your alumni information 

by contacting 

alumni@baptistcollege.edu 

or call 800.328.2660 (ext. 460)

Gardner, Ed (‘69) can be reached at 
edgard20@netzero.net.

Bennett, Benjamin R. (‘70) retired in 
1984, but after two months, he was 
called to Pine Lake Chapel where he 
served 15 years. At the age of 80, he 
was called to a church with only 40 

members. He has witnessed the church grow to 126 mem-
bers with a very involved congregation. He celebrated his 
90th birthday on October 19, 2010. He can be reached at 134 
Hickory Circle West, West Point, GA 31833; Ph: 706-663-
2765; Email: Jac.bennett@yahoo.com.

Cantrell, Delano A. (‘78) is serving the Lord as pastor of 
Alpha and Omega Church of Christian Fellowship in South 
Carolina. He can be reached at 399 Saint Thomas Church 
Rd. Chapin, S.C. 29036; Ph: 803-345-3326; Email: del-
cantrell@bellsouth.net.

Ingram, Randall E. (‘80) is in his fifth 
year as the Senior Pastor at Riverside 
Baptist Church in Mobile, AL. He also 
serves as a trustee for the North Amer-
ican Mission Board and will complete 

his term in 2014. He can be reached at 2705 W. Nottingham 
Dr, Mobile, AL 36605; Ph: 251-476-6836; Email: parson-
rei1@bellsouth.net.

Shannon, Ray (‘80) and his wife Hope are serving the Lord 
in Alberta, Canada, where he pastors Fairview Cornerstone 
Baptist Church. He was on the National Leadership Board 
for the Canadian National Baptist Convention and currently 
serves as the Second Vice President. He can be reached at 
sis2md@gmail.com.

Dye, Tony (‘83) is serving the Lord at Bethany Baptist 
Church in Elba, AL. He can be reached at 5797 County Road 
364, Elba, AL 36323; Ph: 334-897-5814; Email: pastortony-
withthegospel@yahoo.com.

Wood, Anita Onarecker (‘83) serves with the Southern Bap-
tists of Texas Convention as part of the women’s ministry 
leadership team. She completed a Master of Christian Edu-

cation degree at Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in 2007, and recently released the book, Divine Ap-
pointment/Our Journey to the Bridge. She can be reached 
at 22822 Fritz Lane, Spring, TX 77389; Ph: 281-350-3773; 
Email: awood95585@aol.com.

Albea, Donna (‘85) is serving the Lord and can be reached 
at 130 Pine Circle, Winder, GA 30680. Ph: 770-867-9080; 
Email: flamingomomma@gmail.com.

Chamberlin, Anna L. (‘85) is serving the Lord as a member 
of the Women’s Council at First Baptist Church of Newman, 
CA. She also teaches Sunday school and volunteers as a so-
loist for Sunday morning services. She can be reached at 
PO Box 472, Crows Landing, CA 95313; Ph: 619-207-9448; 
Email: a.chamberlin@hotmail.com.

McNeil, John (‘85) sustained an injury that forced him to 
retire from a bi-vocational police career, but now serves as 
associate pastor at a church in Pinellas Park, a police chap-
lain and as a teacher at a Christian school. He and his wife 
Jan enjoy their 3 adult children and 2 grandchildren. He can 
be reached at 8301 59 Lane, Pinellas Park, FL 33781; Ph: 
727-545-1983; Email: preacherfuzz279@yahoo.com.

Crews, David (‘86) is currently pursuing a Master of Divin-
ity degree from Luther Rice Seminary while serving in an 
itinerant gospel singing and pulpit supply ministry in Pen-
sacola, FL. He can be reached at 3400 Arizona Dr, Pensac-
ola, FL 32504; Ph: 850-281-0097; Email: davidcrewsinc@
att.net.

Pritchett, Bill (‘86) is serving the Lord at Southside Bap-
tist Church in Andalusia which was ranked in the top 200 
for Cooperative Program Giving in Alabama for 2009. He 
was recently awarded the President’s Award for 2009 by the 
Andalusia Area Chamber of Commerce. He can be reached 
at 1213 West Bypass, Andalusia, AL 32460; Ph: 334-488-
5512; Email: brobill@sbcandalusia.com.

Gilbert, Sue (‘91) is continuing to 
work as a counselor  and adjunct 
professor at BCF, and also teaches a 
ladies Sunday School class at FBC 
Chipley. She can be reached  at 1183 

Hilltop Road, Chipley, FL 32428; Ph: 850-638-8569; Email: 
ssgilbert@baptistcollege.edu.

Longo, Biagia “B” (‘92) continues to serve as a bi-voca-
tional pastor at Ebro Baptist Church, where he has been the 
past seven years. He also works at Sunland in Marianna as 
a Behavioral Specialist. He recently became a board certi-
fied Behavior Analyst. He can be reached at 2261 Orange 
Hill Road, Chipley, FL 32428; Ph: 850-638-9482; Email: 
bgl06d@yahoo.com. 

Arias, Adolfo (‘93) is serving as a high school teacher and 
seeking a full-time ministry. He can be reached at 12 Oratio 
Place, Lodi, NJ 07644; Ph: 973-246-5607; Email: earias9@
optonline.com.

Hurley, Bob (‘93) can be reached at 921 Denton Blvd. NW 
Apt. 404, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547; Ph: 850-226-6765; 
Email: bngh2175@gmail.com.

Oleander, Bob (‘93) has been named the Director of Ad-
ministration for Alpha International Ministries in India. He 
also teaches online New Testament classes at Liberty Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He can be reached at 7625 Matherly 
Drive, Wake Forest, NC 27587; Ph: 919-562-4275; Email: 
bob@aim18.org. 

Stroud, Mike (‘93) has been serving the Lord as pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Wewahitchka, FL for 14 years. In 
2007, the congregation opened their Family Life Center. He 
and his wife Robin will celebrate another BCF graduation 
this December as their daughter Cassie follows in her sis-
ter Christina’s footsteps and receives her bachelor’s degree 
from BCF. They can be reached at PO Box 1444, Wewa-
hitchak, FL 32465; Ph: 850-639-3557; Email: bromike7@
hotmail.com.

Ramsdell, Billy (‘95) and his wife Shanna are serving the 
Lord with New Creation Ministries, Creative Music Con-
cepts, and leading businesses at Edward Jones Investments. 
They are also involved with Kids Music Playground and 
Preschool Partners. They can be reached at 2084 Coldstone 
Way, Colorado Springs, CO 80921; Ph: 719-487-8581; 
Email: bramsdell01@msn.com. 

Coram, Rob (‘96) is serving the Lord as Pastor of Thomas 
Memorial Baptist Church in Quincy, FL. He can be reached 
at 1001 W. Washington St. Quincy, FL 32351; Email: rob.
coram@tmbcquincy.com.

Breidenbaugh, Joel (‘97) is serving the Lord at First Bap-
tist Sweetwater in Longwood, FL. He and his wife Annthea 
(‘97) live in Apopka, FL with their four children. He was 
recently elected as the first vice president of the Florida Bap-
tist State Convention. He can be reached at 3800 Wekiva 
Springs Rd, Longwood, FL 32779; Ph: 407-862-3893; 
Email: pastor.joel@fbsweetwater.org.  

Justice, Daniel G. (‘97) can be reached at missionbaptist@
ec.rr.com.

Fletcher, Jeff (‘98) is serving the Lord as the Chaplain and 
Recreational Director for the Florida Sheriff Boy’s Ranch 
in Live Oak, FL. He can be reached at PO Box 2004, Boys 
Ranch, FL 32064; Ph: 229-834-5024; Email: chaplain-
jeff123@yahoo.com.
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Joel Breidenbaugh (‘97) with his new book, 

Preaching for Bodybuilding

BCF Alumnus Benjamin Bennett (‘70)

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Grimes, Michael (‘98) is serving the Lord in Alabama. He 
can be reached at 103 Eastridge Drive, Dothan, AL 36301; 
Ph: 334-699-8750; Email: smiles4U93@graceba.net.

Varnum, Amanda Beck (‘98) along with her husband Scott 
and four daughters, opened the Lighthouse Learning Cen-
ter in Lockhart, AL., in September of 2010. The center is 
a Christian preschool servicing infants to preschoolers. She 
can be reached at 27275 Finks Mill Rd Florala, AL 36442; 
Ph: 334-858-4764; Email: amanda76v@hotmail.com.

Allen, Tom (‘99) is seeking to serve the Lord in a new loca-
tion after a recent move to Tennessee. He can be reached 
at 7646 Sugar Limb Rd, Loudon, TN 37774; Ph: 904-885-
2398; Email: thomasrallen@bellsouth.net.

Mustian, Kurt (‘00) is serving as Pas-
tor of Church Planting and Outreach at 
Fellowship Baptist Church in Sidney, 
MT. He can be reached at 313 8th St 
SE, Sidney, MT 59270; Ph: 406-480-

5845; Email: kurt4christ@yahoo.com.

Wells, Trey (‘00) is serving the Lord and can be reached at 
610 S. College St, Hahira, GA 31632; Ph: 229-251-2167; 
Email: plantertrey@yahoo.com.

Ramsey, Shannon (‘01) and his wife Kathy have been ap-
pointed by the IMB to serve among the people of South Asia 
Affinity. They are anticipating being on the field in April 
2011. He can be reached at 201 South College St. Claxton, 
GA 30417; Ph: 770-851-4094; Email: sramsey78@gmail.
com.

Smith, Ronnie (‘01) is traveling as an evangelist and recent-
ly celebrated the birth of his fourth child, Justin Levi Smith. 
He and his wife hope to partner with BCF graduates to help 
them find their ministry setting. He can be reached at 118 
Bartlet Lane, Dothan, AL 36305; Ph: 334-714-7354; Email: 
rsm@ronniesmithministries.org.

Green, Micah (‘02) and Jennifer (‘03) are serving the Lord 
in VA. Micah recently began working with Liberty Univer-
sity online as a Training Manager. He provides training for 
enrollment and admissions counselors for the University. 
They can be reached at 3300-L Weeping Willow Drive, 
Lynchburg, VA 24501; Ph: 434-688-0045; Email: micahb-
green@gmail.com.

Randall, William Mike (‘02) has returned to the states for 
a working sabbatical before returning to serve in India. He 

can be reached at 706-587-2914 through January 2011. He 
can be reached in India at House 99/100 Padmanabhapurem 
Colony, Poranki-Vijayawada, India 512237; Ph: 91-934-
674-5088; Email: indiamike09@yahoo.com.

Wiggins, Patricia (‘03) is serving the Lord in the Residence 
Life Department at Carson-Newman College in Jefferson 
City, TN, a Tennessee Baptist Convention operated college. 
She can be reached at 2130 Branner Ave #72064, Jefferson 
City, TN 37760; Ph: 504-458-9625; Email: pwiggins78@
yahoo.com.

Livingston, Charles (‘04) and his wife Donna can be reached 
at 10 Ranger Road, Jackson, TN 38301; Ph: 731-234-7995; 
Email: charles.livingston@gmail.com.

Crunk, Stacy (‘05) is working at the Columbia Baptist Asso-
ciation as the Church & Community Ministries Director. She 
can be reached at 2592 Fletcher Smith Road, Cottonwood, 
AL 36320; Ph: 334-798-3468; Email: witnes4Christ@msn.
com.

Knick, Andrew (‘05) is serving the Lord as Pastor of South-
side Baptist Church in Troy, AL., while enrolled at Liberty 
University pursuing a Master of Divinity degree. He can be 
reached at 102 Shelley Tr. Troy, AL 36070; Ph: 334-566-
2263; Email: aknick@troycable.net.

Whitaker, Marshall Dean (‘05) recently completed his Doc-
tor of Ministry degree and is serving as pastor of the East 
Baptist Church of DeFuniak Springs, FL. He is also the di-
rector of The Friends and Family Visitation Center, provid-
ing supervised visitation and monitored exchanges for par-
ents and their children. His wife Sharon (‘07) is in her third 
year of teaching kindergarten at Kate Smith Elementary 
School in Chipley, FL. He can be reached at 910 Bay Ave, 
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435; Ph: 850-333-0756; Email: 
eastbaptistpastor@yahoo.com.

Lanier, Sarah (‘06) recently began her last year at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary. She currently teaches 
eighth grade science at a public inner city school in Fort 
Worth. She also serves at the Gladney Center for Adoption, 
working with pregnant women who have chosen adoption 
as their best option. She can be reached at PO Box 22213, 
Fort Worth, TX 76122; Ph: 334-207-1304; Email: totally-
consumed120@yahoo.com.

Basak, Daniel (‘07) is in his second year at First Baptist 
Church Pine Castle in Orlando, FL. He can be reached at 
9799 Lupine Ave. Orlando, FL 32824; Ph: 407-791-9125; 
Email: dnbasak@yahoo.com.

Blankenship, Andy (‘07) is serving as Senior Pastor of the 
Baptist Church in Byromville, GA where he has been for 
the past three years. He can be reached at PO Box 51, By-
romville, GA 31007; Ph: 478-433-5985; Email: pastoran-
dy517@yahoo.com.

Henderson, Ashley (‘07) is currently teaching at an inter-
national school in Wuhan, China for her second year. She 
has been able to build many relationships with the locals, 
sharing the good news. She can be reached at 8801 Antietam 
Rd, Milton, FL 32583; Email: Henderson292@hotmail.com.

Woodall, Chris (‘07) is serving the Lord as pastor of Em-
manuel Baptist Church in Elamville, AL. He can be reached 
at 192 Willow Oaks Drive, Ozark, AL 36360; Ph: 334-774-
0031; Email: chriswoodall@hotmail.com.

Mayberry, Willie (‘08) is serving the Lord in Gainesville, Fl. 
He can be reached at 3606 S.E. 33rd Way, Gainesville, FL 
32641; Ph. 352-214-8830; Email: mayberryw@bellsouth.
net. 

McGuire, Dorotha (‘08) began serving the Lord at Water-
front Rescue Mission Women’s Recovery Center in Pen-
sacola in March of 2009. She can be reached at 4250 Carl 
Booker Rd, Milton, FL 32583; Ph: 850-983-8726; Email: 
dorothamcguire@yahoo.com.

Monks, Josiah (‘08) and Adrian (‘09) were married in June 
2010 and moved to the Jacksonville, FL area. Josiah works 
with the school system helping ESE/PI students. They can 
be reached at 1911 Plainfield Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073; 
Ph: 850-630-3192; Email: ade4given@gmail.com.

Waits, Andy (‘08) is currently serving the Lord at First Bap-
tist Church of Springville, AL. He can be reached at 6608 
Post Oak Drive, Hueytown, AL 35023; Ph: 205-531-5960; 
Email: Awaits@FBCSpringville.com.

Adum, Michelle (‘09) is serving the Lord and can be reached 
at 5995 N Dormany Rd, Plant City, FL 33565; Ph: 813-986-
7753; Email: the03xchange@aol.com.

Lain, David (‘09) can be reached at 3670 County Highway 
1084, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433; Ph: 850-859-9994; 
Email: davidlainfamily@gmail.com.

Brigham, Tim (‘10) and his wife Rayel 
(‘10) are serving the Lord and can be 
reached at 821 Stadium Dr Apt H, 
Wake Forest, NC 27587. 

Condolences...
...to the Howell family in the loss of Mrs. Wanda Howell 
(‘97), former BCF employee, alumni and friend.

...to the Root family in the loss of Rev. Charles Root, deeply 
loved resident of the Shepherd’s Cottages.

...to the Bateman family in the loss of Ms. Shirley Bateman, 
deeply loved resident of the Shepherd’s Cottages. 

Dr. Harry Sims (‘72) passed away October 17, 2010. A BBI 
graduate, he continued his education, eventually achieving 
his doctoral degree. He pastored churches in Blakely, GA; 
Fruitdale, AL; Millen, GA; and Augusta. Retiring from full 
pastoral duties in 2000, he continued to do supply work until 
2009. He is survived by his wife, Shirley (‘72), who says 
that they always both believed that no other school they at-
tended could match BBI in quality.

Noel Morris (‘76) passed away June 23, 2010. His wife, 
Peggy, can be reached at 594 Bush Mill Rd, Bremen, GA 
30110. 
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