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                     Front Cover 
   Throughout time Our God has looked 
on us with compassion. The cover of this 
edition of Echoes demonstrates this fact 
graphically with the touching hands. Of-
ten we see the hand of God portrayed 
as a strong adult; however, at this sea-
son let us be reminded of the fact that He 
touched us most tangibly as a baby. The 
man’s hand on this cover is one of God’s 
choice servants who has served Him 
faithfully for decades. The child’s hand 
is one that has potential for service for 
decades to come. Where is your hand in 
relation to His?

Statement of Mission
  The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, operate and control a program of education and 
training for ministers and other religious workers through awarding certificates and associate and baccalaureate degrees in a co-educational post-secondary setting.
  To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a 
desire for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by introducing students to a wide range of knowledge; nurture the ability to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use 
information; and promote personal and social maturity.
  For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining biblical and religious data; we also assist students in learning and living the Christian life. In terms of 
professional growth, students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance opportunities for ministry, and they learn to master a specialized body of knowledge. 
  At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward ministry and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the Southern Baptist heritage.

Dear Friends,
      
        For years you have heard me 
say that this is my favorite time of 
the year. Well, nothing has changed. 
There is no way to explain adequate-
ly all of the power and presence of 
our Lord that is so clearly focused 
at this time. I am most reminded of 
His compassion. I am intrigued by 

the definition of this term as: “an emotion prompted by the pain 
of others . . . giving rise to an active desire to alleviate another’s 
suffering.” The very essence of Christmas is the compassion with 
which our Heavenly Father looked on us and took action to al-
leviate our suffering. As we get caught up in all of the frantic 
activities of this season, I pray that we will remember that our 
Father who acted with compassion in the first Christmas still acts 
in the same manner today. He cares about the hurt, pain, and suf-
fering of our troubled world, and He acts. Our greatest Christmas 
celebration will be couched in demonstrating the same compas-
sion for those around us.
     This edition of Echoes is filled with good news of the man-
ner in which our Lord is continuing to bless this unique College. 
This last year has easily been the most difficult I have ever expe-
rienced in terms of financial resources and development. Yet our 
Lord has provided in ways that we could have never imagined 
possible. We have seen new student housing completed. We have 
seen  the dedication of a new Administration Building and the 
beginning of construction of the Mills Center for Missions and 
Evangelism. We have seen record numbers of graduates and new 
enrollment records of new students. New Certificate Sites have 
opened across the state of Florida, and we are anticipating the 
opening of more of these in the future. None of this would be 
possible without the overwhelming blessings of our Lord.
     In the area of academic programming we have seen growth in 
our Internet based programs. Currently we are awaiting approval 
through our accrediting agencies for new programs in Business 
Leadership, Missions Aviation, and a Master of Arts in Christian 
Studies. Truly the future is bright, and the possibilities are bound-
less. All of our programs of study, whether new or old, remain 
solidly based in a Bible-centered Christian worldview. There are 
those who would like to say that you cannot have world class ac-
ademics in a conservative, Christ-centered College. My response 
is that this is the only type of school in which you can have world 
class academics for both this world and the world to come.
      One of the articles in this edition deals with our First Lady be-
ing recognized with the Clyde Maguire Minister’s Wife Award. 
Please permit me the personal privilege of saying that I am so 
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BCF First Lady Honored at Florida
 Baptist Ministers’ Wives Luncheon

    Topping off the exciting events at the 
Florida Baptist Convention in Pensacola, 
BCF First Lady Ruth Ann Kinchen was 
awarded the prestigious Clyde Maguire 
Minister’s Wife Award during the lun-
cheon held for ministers’ wives. Named 
for the late Clyde Merrill Maguire, whose 
husband served as executive secretary-
treasurer of the Florida Baptist Conven-
tion from 1945 to 1967, Kinchen was 
nominated for her endless years of service 
to the Lord and Florida Baptists.
    It was a heartwarming moment in the 
life of the college as BCF First Lady Ruth 
Ann Kinchen was honored at this years 
luncheon.  “I had the privilege of meeting 
Ruth Ann for the first time over 30 years 
ago,” stated Marketing Director Sandra 
Richards. “She was then and continues to 
be a very loving, kind, hard working, and 
compassionate woman of faith.”  Kinchen 
is known for her servants’ heart and vi-
brant reflection of God’s love and grace.  
    Kinchen has worn many hats over the 
years, as do most minister’s wives, but 
hers exceed those of daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, grandmother, and prover-

bial woman. She has been a friend to the 
friendless, cook for the hungry, compan-
ion to the lonely, and a mentor/example to 
hundreds of student and faculty wives that 
have looked to her for guidance and assur-
ance. Kinchen works feverishly to provide 
minister’s wives with scholarships each 
semester to attend BCF. She travels thou-
sands of miles each year to conferences, 
conventions, workshops, and meetings 
with BCF’s President championing the im-
portance of training men and women for 
areas of ministry and service.  Her friends 
know her to be a strong prayer warrior and 
encourager for not only the BCF family 
but anyone she comes in contact with that 
has a need. She is the epitome of Godly 
beauty and kindness.
   Anyone who visits the BCF campus will 
quickly see Ruth Ann’s handiwork be-
cause she uses her gift as a seamstress to 
provide window coverings throughout the 
campus adding sophistication and beauty. 
She has spent hours decorating restored 
churches, guest houses, and office spaces 
adding that special touch of refinement.
  Ruth Ann frequently opens her home and 
entertains campus guests, trustees, Cha-
pel speakers, campus volunteers, alumni, 
as well as faculty, staff, and students. 
She bakes sixteen layer chocolate cakes 
to raise tuition money for students and 
bakes cookies each semester for students 
living in the dorms without ovens.  She 
hangs the green garland and white lights 
every Christmas at Heritage Village and 
throughout the campus, and donates her 
time at the thrift shop and serves as tour 
guide for volunteer groups that come and 
work on the campus.    
   Ruth Ann sends countless numbers of 
cards to people who need a reminder of 
God’s love and amazing grace.  “Through 
a year long illness and ultimate death of 

my mother in June, Ruth Ann was con-
stantly sending me cards of encourage-
ment, and offering prayers of comfort and 
peace,” stated Richards. “This was during 
the same time that her own daughter was 
critically ill with blood clots in her lungs, 
and her mother was battling Alzheimer’s 
and then passed away. The cards Ruth Ann 
sent always came just when I needed them 
the most!” 
  It came as no surprise to the BCF family 
when their First Lady for almost twenty 
years was recognized for outstanding ser-
vice; for not only does her children and 
husband rise up and call her blessed, so do 
hundreds of others that have been touched 
by her kindheartedness.   

BCF First Lady Ruth Ann Kinchen with 
Marketing Director Sandra Richards

Mrs. Nancy Sullivan presents award to 
Mrs. Kinchen

thrilled that other folks have recognized in such a fine 
way what I have known for 44 years. I cannot say that 
her husband is always much of a minister, but I can tell 
you that Ruth Ann is the absolute epitome of what a min-
ister’s wife can and should be.
    Truly our Lord has shown great compassion in deal-
ing with us. At The Baptist College of Florida we must 
and we will deal compassionately with hurting people in 
“Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word.®” 

God Bless You and Merry Christmas,

Thomas A. Kinchen  

President

     

Continuing the Echoes Theme for the Year, 
the Winter Edition Focuses on

The Compassion of Christ!  

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was 
moved with compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd.”

                                                 Matthew 9:36

Winter Echoes Theme...
          Compassion

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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2009 Florida Baptist Convention
   For many the 2009 Florida Baptist Convention Meeting in Pen-
sacola will be remembered for tropical storms, howling winds, 
pelting rain, closed routes and dark skies. However, there was 
one decidedly bright spot in the otherwise gloomy landscape. 
From the time that messengers and visitors arrived they were 
met with the bright red shirts of the brigade of BCF students, 
faculty and staff. The registration desk was ably staffed by 
BCF students and staff. Their bright smiles and red shirts gave 
those who registered a warm start to their convention experi-
ence. On Tuesday morning the red shirts were evident as the 
BCF Male Chorale led the convention in a challenging and 
inspiring time of worship and praise. As the group sang one of 
their signature numbers, Midnight Cry, the audience rose to its 
feet in praise to our Lord and gratitude to the worship leaders. 
In the display area the BCF red shirts were everywhere. Alumni 
and friends filled the booth area for food and fellowship.
    BCF President Tom Kinchen noted, “I am so proud of 
our BCF family. In difficult circumstances at the Conven-
tion meeting they rose to the challenge and served with 
distinction.”

Pictured above (l-r):  BCF students help at the registration desk, BCF exhibit booth stands tall, BCF Eagle mascot greets a new 
little friend, BCF Male Chorale led worship, BCF President with Bob Greene, William Rice and Ted Traylor, BCF exhibit booth, 
BCF President with eagle and BCF Male Chorale sang at the booth to BCF First Lady.
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2009 Florida Baptist Convention

One of the wonderful opportunities that we 
have for mission involvement is through our partnership with LINC-UP 
Missions. In November 2008, BCF President Tom Kinchen had the privi-
lege of participating in ceremonies for the first graduating class of 38 
students in Cururupu Brazil. Many of those folks were already working 

in new church starts and other ministries across the region. According to 
Kinchen, seeing their faithfulness in service under extreme conditions was 

both a blessing and a challenge.
    In Brazil formal biblical and theological education is much more important for ordination and service than it is 
in the United States. When a church requests that their pastor or other minister be ordained the request must pass 
review and vote by the Council of Pastors and the State Baptist Convention. Each of these bodies requires that a 
candidate produce documentation showing that they have acceptable formal education and training in biblical 
and theological studies.
    Subsequent to the November 2008 graduation, two BCF students have dealt with the process for ordination 
and appointment to further ministry opportunities. One graduate’s church requested that he be ordained as their 
pastor. Both of the reviewing bodies accepted the Certificate from The Baptist College of Florida as the basis for 
ordination. In another case, one of our graduates was seeking appointment through the Home Mission Board of the 
Brazilian Baptist Convention. The Council of Pastors, the State Convention and the Home Mission Board reviewed 
the Certificate received from The Baptist College of Florida and enthusiastically gave their approval for mission 
appointment.
    According to Richie Allen, president of LINC-UP, the acceptance of the Certificates from BCF is a monumental 
step forward in the ongoing work of church planting and theological education in Northeast Brazil. In addition to 
accepting the Certificates, the State Convention has asked that BCF fill out the documentation for Approved Status 
in order that any BCF graduate will automatically have their educational requirements fulfilled. This is a wonderful 
recognition of the progress of the partnership between BCF and LINC-UP. More importantly, it is a fabulous Early 
Harvest from the seeds that have been planted and nurtured. We look forward to much growth in the future. 

An Early Harvest

Richie Allen (left), President of LINC-UP Missions and 
Wayne Shelton, Pastor of Hilliard Baptist Church

  The Children In Action (CIA) group at Christ Memorial Baptist 
Church in Lakeland, FL, received a surprise visit from BCF student 
radio station-manager Sandy Derrick.  Derrick’s visit was in direct 
response to letters of encouragement that the children wrote to “un-
conventional missionaries” such as those that work in Christian radio 
stations like WFBU. “The letters we received were such a blessing,” 
stated Derrick. “What a great collection of uplifting words and 
pictures to display in the radio station!”
    The letters were personal and handwritten as part of the monthly 
CIA mission project designed to minister to and encourage mission-
aries. “We wanted the kids to learn about different types of mis-
sionaries,” stated CIA co-leader Amber Sallot. “I asked our pastor 
and we agreed that WFBU was a great example of ‘unconven-
tional missionaries’.”
   Since the letters arrived just before students at BCF were leaving 
campus for the Thanksgiving break, Derrick made a special trip to 
the church in Lakeland to thank the CIA “agents” for their kindness. 
The senior pastor, Bob Scott, thanked Derrick for coming and even 
recognized him during the Sunday morning worship service stating, 
“We are blessed to have Sandy with us.”  Derrick was also given 
the opportunity to speak during the “Missions Minute” where he 
thanked the church and especially the children for their thoughtful-
ness. “Isn’t it amazing how God works,” Derrick stated. “It was a 
privilege to visit with such neat kids. They have such a heart for 
missions and missionaries.”
   Derrick, who never really thought of himself as a missionary be-
fore, was able to participate Sunday evening with the CIA class as 

WFBU student radio station manager Sandy Derrick (center) 
with the Children In Action group from Christ Memorial Baptist 
Church in Lakeland, Florida. 

they studied Appalachian Regional Missions. “It is encouraging to 
see such young children developing a passion for missions. It’s also 
exciting to see how our Christian radio station at The Baptist Col-
lege of Florida can impact the lives of these children!”

BCF  Student Radio Station Manager   
Meets CIA Group Writers 
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BCF Welcomes Guests to Holiday Homecoming

Heritage Village

         The cold misty air provided a wintery 
backdrop as BCF faithfuls gathered at Heri-
tage Village for the annual Holiday Homecom-
ing.  There were a host of artisans telling their 
stories, sharing craft secrets, and demonstrat-
ing their skills.  An electric train display enter-
tained the children as adults circled the syrup 
making fire enjoying the laughter and fellow-
ship.  The hot chocolate and hot apple cider 
warmed the body, but it was clearly the conver-
sation and reminiscing of “Christmases past” 
that warmed the heart.  
    All of the proceeds from the food, arts and 
crafts provided by the faculty wives will be used 
for the Minister's Wives Scholarship Fund.  

   This is the second year that the Division of Music and Worship has pro-
duced The Graceville Christmas Festival (GCF). Of course there has been 
a Christmas concert at BCF for the last twenty years. However, the GCF 
was more than just a concert. It was a learning opportunity for students 
from all academic divisions and an opportunity to share the gospel mes-
sage to three chapel filled audiences.
   Dr. Roger Richards, who teaches humanities, worked with Dr. Odom, 
Music and Worship Division Chair, to involve his students in learning how 
to conceptualize, assimilate, organize, and execute a musical production.  
The students learned how to construct sets, props, design stage make-up, 
and even make angel wings! Working together with the Musical Drama 
class, Richards’ students ultimately played Biblical characters in the GCF. 
   Drs. Coggins, Long, and Richards portrayed the wise men who followed 
a light to discover the Light of the World: Jesus. Students and employees 
from the Marketing Division taught students how to design and produce 
printed programs and run lights. Roberta Newell, wife of Dr. James New-
ell and a well known art educator, guided students in designing sets and 
props. Students were instructed to “search your surroundings to see what 
could be turned into a set piece for free.”
   Dr. Buford Cox operated the text projection, Professor Branning pre-
pared the orchestra, and Professor Erp provided pre-show music with the 
Guitar Ensemble in the lobby. Dr. Kim Moon and Linda Vaughn super-
vised the costumes and make-up. Students had the opportunity to learn 
every aspect of producing a large scale production without a large scale 
budget.
   Dr. Odom conducted the combined College Choir, College Singers, 
Male Chorale, Women’s Ensemble and Orchestra as students entertained 
enthusiastic audiences. Why do all the extra work? To teach students how 
to use their gifts, model team building, and most importantly, to focus 
on the “how to” practical nature of education at The Baptist College of 
Florida.

The Graceville Christmas Festival…More 
Than a Christmas Program
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BCF  Trustees Welcome New Members,
 Elect Officers and Honor Kinchen

for 20 Years of Faithful Service
   One of the most valuable assets of any 
college is a top quality Board of Trustees. 
Trustees carry the responsibility of holding 
in “trust” the assets and programs of the 
institution to which they relate. This is not 
only a legal responsibility but, in the case 
of BCF, a sacred one. The Florida Baptist 
Convention elects the Board of Trustees of 
The Baptist College of Florida. The Board 
then relates to the President of the College 
to ensure that the College operates accord-
ing to its mission and has adequate resourc-
es to carry out its work. According to BCF 
President Tom Kinchen, “I have worked with 
various boards for many decades. I can say 
without any reservation that the Board of 
Trustees at BCF has been and continues to 
be the finest with which I have ever worked.”
    When Trustees met for their Post Con-
vention meeting on December 3-4, 2009, in 
Graceville they welcomed four new mem-
bers. This group includes: Bill Faulkner – Di-
rector of Missions in Orlando, Mike Landry 
– Pastor of Sarasota Baptist Church, Don 
McLaughlin – Pastor of Church at the Movies 
in Tallahassee, and Jerry Oswalt – Pastor of 
Damascus Baptist Church in Graceville. 
    

The Board of Trustees also elected new 
officers for the upcoming year. Howard 
Gates, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of 

Fort Walton Beach was elected to serve 
as Chairman of the Board. Tracy Clem-
mons, member of the First Baptist Church 
of Marianna was elected to serve as Vice 
Chairman. Luther Beauchamp, member of 
the First Baptist Church of Chiefland was 
re-elected to the office of Secretary of 
the Board. Kinchen expressed his personal 
gratitude and that of the Board to Larry 
Taylor, member of the First Baptist Church 
of Leesburg, for his service as Chairman of 
the Board for the last two years.
    

In other business, the Board affirmed the 
Mission of the College as that of providing 
a program of education and training for 
Christian leaders. The College remains at 
the forefront of preparing new generations 
of Christian leaders for service to our Lord. 
According to the BCF President, “Many 
other fine institutions do great work, but we 
at BCF must never lose sight of our unique 
mission of educating and training the very 
finest in Christian leaders for ‘Changing the 
World Through the Unchanging Word.®’” 
The Board toured new facilities that are 
under construction and heard plans for 
future expansion of programs and facili-
ties. Trustees received and approved the 
2008-2009 Audit Report for the College. 
The school received an unqualified opinion 

from its auditors. This is the highest rating that 
can be received. The Board also voted to 
amend the 2009-2010 Operating Budget. 
The amendment revealed a slight increase in 
revenues to the College. Kinchen noted, “In 
spite of the greatest financial difficulties that 
we have seen in many years, our Lord contin-
ues to bless the College, and the faculty and 
staff of the College continue to demonstrate 
the highest level of Christian stewardship.”
    One of the highlights of the meeting was 
the Annual Christmas Banquet where trustees, 
faculty, staff, and their spouses joined for a 
night of celebration and thanksgiving. Dur-
ing the banquet Trustees surprised President 
Kinchen and his wife, Ruth Ann, with a gift to 
note that they will mark their twentieth an-
niversary at the College in 2010. As he pre-
sented the Kinchens a gift certificate for a 
cruise, Chairman Larry Taylor stated that the 
Trustees, “. . . want you to go anywhere you 
want to go on the cruise, but be sure to come 
back home; because we have much more 
work to do.” The evening’s festivities contin-
ued as the group attended BCF’s Christmas 
Concert in the R.G. Lee Chapel. 

     Dr. Mark Rathel, Associate Professor of Theology and 
Philosophy at The Baptist College of Florida, is one of 
the speakers scheduled for the annual Institute of Chris-

tian Apologetics on the campus of New Orleans Baptist Seminary (NOBTS), January 3-8, 
2010. “Confronting the Culture” is the theme for this year’s conference. 
      Rathel will speak four times on the thought of Dr. Bart Ehrman. Ehrman serves as a Pro-
fessor at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He is a New York Times best-selling 
author and frequent guest on numerous cable news programs. Through his books, such as 
Misquoting Jesus, Erhman arguably has become one of the best-known critics of Christianity 
in our culture. 

BCF Professor Among 
Leading

 Apologetics to Speak 
in New Orleans

New Trustees Don McLaughlin, BCF President, 
Jerry Oswalt, and Mike Landry

Newly Elected Board Officers:  Luther Beauchamp, 
Howard Gates, BCF President and Tracy Clemmons 

Board Chair Larry Taylor (r) presents Dr. and Mrs. 
Kinchen with a certificate of appreciation for twen-
ty years of visionary leadership and faithful service 
to The Baptist College of Florida along with a cruise 
to the destination of their choice.   

Jared Buchanan 
received the Presi-
dential Excellence 
in Preaching Award 
and was presented 
a Bible from Dr. and 
Mrs. Kinchen. 
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had demonstrated the true character of 
The Baptist College of Florida with their 
hard work and sacrificial giving. We are 
totally serious about our trademark of 
“Changing the World through the Un-
changing Word®.” That trademark state-
ment will be applied best, not through 
policies, programs, publicity, or proper-
ties; it will be applied through the charac-
ter of the people who give of themselves 
in quiet ways (warm cookies and schol-
arship funds) for the good of those who 
need it most. I am extremely proud to be 
identified with a college unique in its mis-
sion and especially unique in its people. 

What Makes a College Unique?
    Colleges and universities work 
feverishly to publicize their uniqueness. 
With a more competitive marketplace, 
finding one’s niche in higher education is 
a matter of paramount importance. We in 
Baptist circles advertise our adherence to 
the Bible and Baptist Doctrine as we must. 
We send out the great news about faculty, 
staff, facilities, exciting programs, and ex-
tracurricular activities. Each of us can make 
our case for being the best and brightest.  
     Then what really does make us unique? 
After all of the other things have been re-
viewed, I am convinced that the truly defin-
ing feature of any college or university is 
its people. This case was brought into clear 
focus for me a few days ago. In the middle 
of the busy schedule of starting a new se-
mester, there were two notes on my calen-
dar: “Cookie Day and Auxiliary Auction.” 
With all else that was happening, what 
could make these events so important? 
     Cookie Day is the time during the begin-
ning of each semester when our First Lady 
and several of her friends bake scores of 
dozens of homemade cookies and dis-
tribute them to every residence hall on 
the campus. When I displayed the audac-
ity to ask why they did this they told me 
simply, “Many of these students are away 
from home for the first time, or they need 
a boost for other reasons. Their mothers 
are not here to bake them some cookies, 
but we are.” I felt kind of dumb for asking.

     The Auxiliary Auction is an annual 
event where everything from homemade 
cakes to vacation trips are auctioned to the 
highest bidder. The auction takes place in 
our home, and I serve as the conscripted 
auctioneer. The bidding from faculty 
members is feverish, and the fellowship 
is superb. At the end of the evening, the 
dollars are counted and deposited into a 
special account at the college. This ac-
count is set up for scholarships which are 
awarded to student wives or other ladies 

on our campus. Several faculty wives 
have told me how much they would have 
loved to take classes while their husbands 
were in school, but money was always 
tight and they had to work to put food on 
the table. They sponsor the auction each 
year in order to assure ladies on The Bap-
tist College of Florida campus that they 
will not have to decide between higher 
education and putting food on the table. 
When all of the auction proceeds were 
counted we had raised almost $6,000.
     Now, how do two calendar dates de-
fine a school? Within twenty-four hours 
our faculty families, led by our ladies, 

BCF Senior and Resident Director Whitney 
Gillis accepts cookies from First Lady Ruth 

Ann Kinchen.

A snapshot of the auction items provided by the faculty that raised over 
$6,000 for scholarships.

We are totally serious 
about our trademark of 
“Changing the World 
Through the Unchanging 

Word®.”

To find out how you can make a 
difference and partner with BCF 

in “Changing the World...” 
contact the Development Office 

at 800.328.2660 Ext. 416

 by Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen
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BCF Website Ranked Among
 Top 3% Nationally

Tribute to Johann Sebastian Bach

     BCF’s admissions website was given 
an “A” rating by the National Research 
Center for College and University Ad-
missions, placing it in the top 3% of 
higher education websites nationwide.
     “We are extremely excited to have 
our website recognized as one of the top 
in the nation,” said Sandra Richards, 
Marketing Director for BCF. “We real-
ize that many prospective students visit 
our site every day to learn critical infor-
mation about the admissions process. 
Because of this, we are constantly updat-
ing our site with the latest relevant news, 
information, and tools so that they can 
learn more about what BCF has to offer.”
     The BCF website was given an “A” 
rating by the My College Options® 11th 
Annual Enrollment Power Index® (EPI). 

The EPI utilizes research-based analysis 
of over 3,000 post-secondary institutions 
in order to rate how well the design and 
functionality of their admissions website 
provide information to prospective stu-
dents. Of the more than 3,000 schools ex-
amined, only 90 received an “A” rating.
   All institutions are graded on a 100 
point scale and are graded on func-

tionality, design, and technology com-
ponents. Each institution was rated 
by over 1,000 high school students.

   BCF’S website was graded in 34 dif-
ferent criteria in four main categories, in-
cluding the page design and navigation, 
the online admissions tools, the ability 
to find key information, and the ability to 
get in contact with the admissions office.
   The website provides a wide vari-
ety of ways for students to contact the 
Admissions department. Interested stu-
dents can request information, down-
load forms, schedule a tour, or sign up 
online for BCF’s upcoming Preview 
Day scheduled for March 12, 2010.
   The site also provides a place where 
BCF alumni can update their contact 
information, apply for ministry posi-
tions, and request an “alumni mug.” 
     The fact that BCF’s website is ranked in 
the top 3% nationwide is indicative of the 
school’s commitment to ease of use and 
accessibility for everyone. The website is 
a sublime example of the college’s atten-
tion and concern for detail and quality that 
is found in every aspect of the institution.

Of the 3,000 schools 
surveyed, only 90

received an “A” rating

     On October 27, the R.G. Lee Cha-
pel resounded with the brilliant musi-
cal compositions of Johann Sebastian 
Bach performed by faculty and students 
of the Music and Worship Division of 
The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) 
in Graceville, Florida. The concert was 
an amazing tribute not only to the com-
poser who is known as “the father of 

church music” but to the man who defined 
church music for generations.
      The celebration began with BCF Music 
and Worship Division Chair, Don Odom, 
addressing the audience providing per-
spective on how versatile and creative 
Bach’s methods were. “He treated his so-
pranos like flutes,” stated Odom, “and his 
basses like trumpets.” After the brief intro-
duction and welcome, the chapel literally 
resonated as instrumentalists in the Col-
lege Winds performed the first selection of 
the night, Little Fugue in G Minor, one of 
Bach’s most famous compositions. 
     Bach’s musical masterpieces were 
experienced throughout the evening as 
instrumentalists, pianists, organists, solo-
ists, and ensembles filled the air with the 
sounds of the expert composer. Loud claps 
of appreciation and enjoyment were ex-
tended as one by one performers offered 
Bach’s compositions skillfully.
     With the many exceptional pieces 
presented, BCF Piano Professor, Angela 
Glover, moved the audience to the edge 
of their seats and ultimately to their feet 
in applause as she played  Bach’s Toccata 
and Fugue in D Minor on the chapel organ. 
The awe of the evening concert was best Dr. Don Odom

Chair, Music and Worship Division

Professor Ron Branning conducts the BCF 
College Winds

BCF College Singers

summed up by Odom, the same way Bach 
ended each of his compositions, …in soli 
Deo Gloria! (to the glory of God).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Visit BCF’s Award Winning Website Today
www.baptistcollege.edu
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BCF Eagle Athletics
     From the voting of BCF 
into the National Christian College Athlet-
ics Association (NCCAA) in late May, to 
the successful completion of both Men’s 
Golf and Women’s Volleyball seasons 
in late October, this moving chapter in 
the life and story of The Baptist College 
of Florida has ignited a new passion for 
“Changing the World Through the Un-
changing Word® .”  
    As the 2008-2009 BCF school year 
came to a close, news of the NCCAA pro-
gram began to spread. Students, staff, and 
faculty were excited about the possibilites 
and doors that were opening for students 
to share the love of Christ in a new venue. 
A surprise visit made by 2007 Senior US 
Open winner, Brad Bryant, escalated the 
excitement as he shared his Christian tes-
timony and provided golf team-hopefuls 
with pointers on techniques. 
   

Then August arrived with a two-week 
long try out period and the selection of the 
BCF Men’s Golf team: Ryan Kirk, Barol 

Bailey, Travis Turner, Jarrod Odom, Kyle 
Hannah, Kyle Jenkins, Josh Nicholson and 
Josh Maddox under the coaching expertise 
of BCF Old Testament Professor Rick 
Freeman. 
  The golf team displayed strong deter-
mination and heart during their inaugu-
ral season.  Highlights included a second 
place finish at a tournament in Tifton, GA,  
competing against National Collegiate 
Athletics Association (NCAA) teams, 
and an opportunity for one team member 
to share his faith on the golf course. With 
every tournament played, major strides 
in achievement were made. According 
to Coach Freeman the future looks very 
promising for the Men’s Golf Team. 
    

The BCF Ladies Volleyball Coach Ra-
chel Goodman held try outs for the Lady 
Eagles with nine strong condenders mak-
ing the team:  Abi Huckabee, Peyton Kirk, 
Lauren Clement, Christina Acree, Chris-
tina Baxley, Anda Scott, Courtney Doss, 
Lydia Bolton and Kayla Smith.     

   

The team quickly captured the hearts  of 
spectators drawing the largest crowd of 
supporters during tournament matches.
The Lady Eagles played with heart as they 
faced strong experienced teams from Mo-
bile, Gadsden, Montgomery, and South 
Florida week after week. The seasons final 
statistics didn’t begin to tell the whole story 
as spectators watched from the bleachers 
this newly formed BCF team struggle to 
return powerhouse serves and hard spiked 
balls. Suffering bitter losses, the courage 
and commitment of the eagles was visible 
on their faces as they played match after 
match without ever losing hope.     
  Both teams far exceeded the inaugural 
expectations as they formed a bond reflect-
ing the scripture text in Isaiah 40:31 “But 
those who wait on the Lord, Shall renew 
their strength, They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and not faint.” 

  Graduating seniors celebrated their academic accomplishments during Senior 
Honors Day on Dec. 2. The fall 2009 class took part in many exciting events 
during the day beginning in the R.G. Lee Chapel as senior J.D. Williams led the 
praise & worship time. Chapel speaker, Dr. Craig Connor, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Panama City, spoke wise words challenging seniors to stand 
firm for Christ in all of their endeavors.
   Class President Matt Gregory, Vice President Allen Marsh and Secretary 
Katasha Ross presented BCF President Kinchen a monetary gift from the senior 
class for the purchase of a globe to be placed in the new R.C. Mills Center for 
Evangelism and World Missions. The globe will be a reminder for all who enter 
the building of the need and urgency of spreading the gospel around the world. 
   Kinchen and Senior Vice President Hammack presented honor stoles to gradu-
ating seniors to be worn during graduation and recognized those with the highest 
grade point average in their specific degrees:

Michael Moss -  Associate of Divinity  Josh Ellis - BA in Ministry Studies
Justin Devereaux - BA in Biblical Studies Andrea Heon - BA in Missions
Tiffany Johnson - BA in Christian Counseling Audrey Winings - Bachelor of Music Education: Choral
Gary Clark - BA in Christian Education  Joseph Palmer - BS in Biblical Studies
Brittany Huston - BA in Christian Studies Gail Sammons - BA in Elementary Education
Matthew Gregory - BA in Ministry  Jennifer Johnson - BA in Contemporary Worship Ministry

The seniors and their families were treated to a meal served by BCF faculty and staff as Kinchen offered personal
congratulations. 

Senior Honors Day 

Kinchen accepts the senior class presentation from 
Matt Gregory, Katasha Ross, and Allen Marsh.
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BCF Graduates First History
and Social Studies Major

Whitney Gillis

   In the Spring semester of 2008, BCF 
was finishing up its ten-year reaffirmation 
of accreditation with the Commission on 
Colleges and proceeded with plans to of-
fer a new major. Surveys indicated that 

     Whitney Gillis became the first student 
in the history of The Baptist College of 
Florida to graduate with a Bachelor of Arts 
in History and Social Studies.  Gillis, a na-
tive of Milton, Florida, began her academ-
ic career at a state university in Pensacola, 
Florida, but  prayerfully considered where 
God wanted her study.  She had family 
members who had ties to BCF and she felt 
God leading her in that direction.  “I re-
ally wanted to be a history major, but I felt 
that God wanted me at BCF.  So, I applied 
to come as a Missions major.”  Gillis in-
tends to serve as a teacher overseas some-
day, so she thought that the Missions ma-
jor would be the most suitable substitute.  
Her real passion, however, was history.

One of the Most Amazing
Experiences of My Life

by BJ Shelton

    Whenever I moved to BCF, I had a mort-
gage, a car payment, and student loans. Al-
low me to share a very shortened version 
of how God allowed me to actually win a 
contest that would prove to be one of the 
most amazing experiences of my life.
    My mother called and encouraged me 
to enter the Pepsi Ford Mustang giveaway 
contest through Shell Quick Mart gas sta-
tions. One way to register was by calling 
an eight hundred number to register. A 
contestant could register once a day. At 
the end of the contest, a separate company 
would randomly choose five finalists to 
participate in drawing for the car.   
    I set the alarm on my phone and called 
to enter nearly every day. I knew if I called 
everyday then I had a chance to become 
a finalist. However, the contest ended and 
for two weeks, I heard nothing. I was sit-
ting in preaching class three days before 
the final drawing for the car in TN, and 
a local pastor who had been auditing the 
class began asking me questions about 
what I was going to do after I graduated. I 
told him that I was not sure due to finan-
cial reasons, but I had been praying and I 
was waiting to hear from God. After class 
that day, I had a voicemail on my phone 
from Pepsi. One of the original five final-
ists for the drawing was in California and 
they were not going to be present for the 
drawing. So, the company drew an alter-
nate and that alternate was me! I immedi-
ately began to praise God! I was amazed 
that God was allowing me the opportunity 
to have a chance to win a new car! I began 

to pray. I prayed for God to be glorified. I 
decided to praise Him if I won and praise 
Him if I lost. I wanted people to see the 
glory and power of God, in the hope that 
someone would come to know Him as a 
result of this process.
   The day of the contest came, and I had 
prayed that God would be in control. After 
all the finalists arrived, we gathered under 
a tent and were instructed to draw a num-
ber to determine the order each contestant 
would draw their key to start the car.  I 
stood prayerfully in the back and waited 
until all the numbers were drawn and  then 
took out the last number. It was number 
three. My excitement grew and I began to 
feel very overwhelmed. When it came my 
turn to draw a key, I turned my head away 
and pulled out the first key that my fingers 
touched. I held that key very close to my 
chest as I stood in line waiting for my turn 
to try my key. I continued to pray for God’s 
will and His glory. The tears well-up in my 
eyes as I stood there in fellowship with my 
Lord. Time seemed to stand still as the 
first lady unsuccessfully tried her key. It 
felt like my heart was beating out of my 
chest as I watched the second lady in her 
vigorous attempt to try her key over and 
over again. It was my turn! This was it! As 
I stepped down into that brand new 2009 
White Ford Mustang, the radio announcer 
standing over the door broadcasting live 
said, “I have a good feeling about this 
one.” I sat down next to the owner of the 
Quick Mart gas stations, inserted my key, 
lifted up one last prayerful thought, and 

turned my key to the sound of the engine. 
My head fell and my hands were lifted as 
I began to cry joyful tears giving way to 
humble praise and thankfulness to God. I 
stepped out of the car and began to preach.  
I thanked God and shared about my rela-
tionship with Him. I assured the people 
that I was as wretched as any man in the 
world, and it was only by His grace that 
I could have this relationship with Him 
and that He desired for everyone to have 
a relationship with Him through His Son 
Jesus. The people were amazed, and I was 
overwhelmed with joy as I was given the 
opportunity to share my faith on the radio 
to all the listeners on the air. 
     Having prayed about winning the car 
and about my debts, I was able to sell the 
car the very day that I won it. I had prayed 
that God provide for me financially ever 
since I moved here in faith, and I felt that 
this was an answer to my prayers. I used 
the money to pay off some debts and cre-
ate an opportunity for God to send me any-
where in the future whether to further my 
education or to serve Him in whatever area 
He sees fit. 

BCF student poses with Jonathan Edwards of 
Edwards Oil Company after winning a 2009 Ford 
Mustang. Photo courtesy of  The Democrat-Union.

(Editor’s Note:  BCF students are counseled to avoid unnecessary debt and to try all acceptable 
means to make sure that their College accounts are kept within manageable limits.  BJ Shelton has 
what is probably our most innovative story for debt control!) 

majors in English and in History and So-
cial Studies would meet a growing need 
among students planning to be bivocation-
al. Gillis heard that her preferred major 
was a possibility and she approached Dr. 
R. C. Richards, Chair of the General Edu-
cation Division.  “Whitney told me that if 
we offered a major in history, she would 
be the first person to change to the new 
degree.  Once the degree was approved, I 
called her. Her first day back on campus 
after the summer, she changed majors.”
     Gillis is now responsible for making BCF 
History as she has earned the first History 
and Social Studies degree ever conferred.  
The faculty and staff eagerly await the oth-
er historical milestones she will achieve.  
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Only the Beginning...

Martin R. Armstrong
Chipley, FL

Latishia J. Banister
Okeechobee, FL

Timothy G. Burdick
Leesburg, FL

Gary R. Clark Jr.
Brandon, FL

Verna L. Clubb
Bucklin, KS

Randle L. Bennett
Winter Garden, FL

Justin G. Devereaux
Screven, GA

Joshua A. Ellis
Marianna, FL

Alexandra N. English
Pensacola, FL

Jason C. Fross
Branford, FL

Matthew G. Dyal
Starke, FL

JoLynne C. Fross
Branford, FL

Fall 2009 Graduating Class

Josh and Ashley Gussler

     Internships are over. Portfolios are finished. Finals are graded. A collective sigh of relief 
from students at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Graceville has swept the campus. 
However, for fifty-six BCF seniors, the end of the fall 2009 semester brought more than just 
Christmas break: it brought an inspiring graduation ceremony and a charge for the future.
  The new graduates were joined by family and friends on that chilly Friday morning, Decem-
ber 11, to share in the commencement exercise. For many, it was an honor bestowed for years 
of hard work, sacrifice, and late night study. For all of the graduates, it was confirmation of 
God’s call on their lives and a new chapter. Among the graduates were a husband and wife, 
Josh and Ashley Gussler (pictured right), and a brother and sister, JoLynne and Jason Fross, 
completing their degrees at the same time.  Graduate Whitney Gillis will go down in history 
as BCF’s first recipient of the new Bachelor of Arts in History and Social Studies. Cheers and 
applause resonated through the Assembly Center as one by one, the graduates entered the 
building each with their own story of how God brought them to that place. 
  A sense of urgency and passion for ministry and service was the fundamental theme for 
graduates as Don Odom, Chair of the Music and Worship Division, led the congregational 
singing. The BCF College Singers sang “Expressions of Gratitude” which is a school favorite 
and a graduation tradition thanking God for the memories. Far exceeding the norm was BCF 
President Thomas A. Kinchen’s address referencing the third chapter of Acts.  “What will you 
do on the way to the rest of your life?” asked Kinchen. “What will you do on the way to the 
ministry that God has given you? Take joy in the journey. Don’t be so busy that you lose sight 
of the lame, the blind, the lost!”  
  The President, assisted by BCF Senior Vice President R.C. Hammack, conferred the degrees 
representing a milestone for the journey into the future. As each graduate crossed the stage 
to receive their degree, the faculty, staff, and everyone in attendance could only imagine 
what future of service that God has planned for them. The college hymn, “Tell Me the Story 
of Jesus” continued to resonance as graduates departed to spread the gospel and change 
the world for Christ.  

Graduates in absentia:
Jessica L. Booker -  Panama City, FL
Justin M. Douglas - Tavares, FL
Andrew M. Hoffman - Kissimmee, FL
Kevin A. Lautar - Palm Coast, FL
Joseph T. Palmer - Kissimmee, FL
Nicholas R. Stoyer - Orlando, FL
Hung Canh Tran - Jacksonville, FL
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Mary E. Hignight
Orlando, FL

Jennifer C. Johnson
Macclenny, FL

Tiffany R. Johnson
DeFuniak Springs, FL

Brittany Huston
Hilliard, FL

Kenneth W. Loubriel
Pensacola, FL

Lauren P. McDougal
Concord, GA

David B. McFather
Cuthbert, GA

Conrad A. Meadows
Panama City, FL

Allen Marsh
Samson, AL

Dorn R. Majure III
Semmes, AL

Michael J. Moss
Jacksonville, FL

Paul W. Paisley
Titusville, FL

Racheal Pendergrass
Key West, FL

Carol A. Nelson
Graceville, FL

Ashley B. Gussler
Leesburg, FL

David S. Powell
Gainesville, FL

Patricia Sammons
Slocomb, AL

Christopher Schmidt
Brandon, FL

Gregory A. Sego
Jacksonville, FL

Katasha N. Ross
Jacksonville, FL

Holly E. Revis
Brandon, FL

Christopher Tillman
Geneva, AL

Haley L. Tomlinson
Lake City, FL

Matthew Tompkins
Jacksonville, FL

William K. Stephens
Lake Butler, FL

Marshall Whitworth
Panama City, FL

Breanna M. Williams
Tallahassee, FL

John-David Williams
Dothan, AL

Audrey A. Winings
Wewahitchka, FL

Thomas H. West III
Mary Esther, FL

Tyler J. Vittetoe
Lynn Haven, FL

Matthew J. Gregory
Tallahassee, FL

Joshua J. Gussler
Mt. Dora, FL

Andrea C. Heon
Graceville, FL

Whitney L. Gillis
Milton, FL

Kimberly A. Gay
Quincy, FL
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Alumni Updates
Tompkins, Wesley Michael 
(‘72) is in his fourteenth year 
as Executive Director of the 
Comanche-Cotton Baptist 
Association in Southwest 

Oklahoma. He recently got to fly back to 
Florida and stand on the platform where 
he delivered his first sermon 41 years ago. 
He can be reached at 505 SW Sapp Cir, 
Lawton, OK 73505; Ph: 580-536-4298 or 
580-353-2701; Email: miketompkins@
sbcglobal.net.

Whittaker, Vernie C. (‘72) is serving the 
Lord and can be reached at PO Box 1425, 
Rogers, AR 72757; Ph: 479-616-6658; 
Email: verwhit2@gmail.com.

Shoffner, Frederick J. (‘74) can be reached 
at 501 East Brown Ave, Bellefontaine, 
OH 43311; Ph: 937-593-0973; Email: 
Freddshoffner@yahoo.com.

Bradley, Eustis L. (‘76) retired from full 
time ministry in 1997 and serves in his 
local church. He can be reached at 909 
Oakdale Dr #5, Hillsborough, NC 27278; 
Ph: 919-452-3786; Email: elb.chaplain@
netzero.com.

Daugherty, Leo (‘76) can be reached at 
1183 County Rd 5100, Salem, MO 65560; 
Ph: 573-729-7686; Email: carpetbag-
er60@hotmail.com.

Hood, Gordon (‘77) is pastor of First 
Baptist Church Waterloo, AL. He can be 
reached at 185 Davis Rd, Tuscumbia, AL 
35674; Ph: 256-389-8781 or 256-710-
4072; Email: hebrews620nt@yahoo.com.

Jones, Ira (‘77) has retired from active 
ministry. He is available for supply preach-
ing or interim positions. He can be reached 
at ijjoneskmc@yahoo.com.

Bradley, James M. (‘78) is retired but still 
teaches bible study and disciple training 
along with missions. He can be reached at 
PO Box 1059, East Ellijay, GA 30539; Ph: 
706-635-5290; Email: jmbradley@ellijay.
com.

Towns, Terrell (‘80) and 
his wife Ginger have just 
celebrated 25 years at First 
Baptist Church of Lake 

Hamilton, FL, where Terrell is senior pas-
tor. He can be reached at 3180 Kokomo 
Rd, Haines City, FL 33844; Ph: 863-353-
8540 or 863-439-1664; Email: pastor-
towns@yahoo.com.

Hill, Leonard H. (‘84) is working as a full 
time evangelist and is serving Flatwoods 
Baptist Church in Gordo, AL. He can be 
reached at PO Box 234, Duncanville, AL 
35456; Ph: 205-343-2297 or 205-364-
0644; Email: lhem@CenturyTel.net.

Hassell, William (‘86) is currently pastor-
ing Spring Hill Baptist Church in Blue 
Springs, AL. He can be reached at 1000 S. 
Edgewood Dr. D-16, Dothan, AL 36301; 
Ph: 334-596-3246; Email: bill.hassell@
yahoo.com.

Williams, Royce (‘89) has just accepted a 
position as pastor of Long Avenue Baptist 
Church in Port St. Joe. He can be reached 
at 506 17th St, Port St. Joe, FL 32456; Ph: 
850-229-7777.

Mims, Charles (‘91) is 
serving as pastor of South 
Peninsula Baptist Church. 
He can be reached at 2701 
S Peninsula Dr, Daytona 

Beach, FL 32118; Ph: 386-492-5205; 
Email: charles@sea-shell.net.

Franklin, Russell (‘92) is serving as pas-
tor at Ocean Park Baptist Church in Jack-
sonville Beach. He can be reached at 3036 
Twin Oak Dr. S., Middleburg, FL 32068; 
Ph: 904-213-0300 or 904-249-5457; 
Email: oceanpark@bellsouth.net.

Roden, Chet (‘93) has accepted the po-
sition of Assistant Professor of Biblical 
Studies/Old Testament at Liberty Univer-
sity Seminary in Lynchburg, VA. He can 
be reached at 506 Jane Randolph St, For-
est, VA 24551; Ph: 434-525-4169 or 434-
592-4208; Email: croden@liberty.edu.

Herndon, Aubrey (‘94) and his wife Pa-
tricia are serving at Caryville Baptist 
Church, and Aubrey is a science teacher 
at Vernon Middle School. They can be 
reached at 905 McGee Rd, Bonifay, FL 
32425; Ph: 850-547-4504; Email: ahern-
don@embarqmail.com.

Spell, D. Lee (‘94) serves as the Lead De-
tention Counselor for the Polk County Jail 
in Bartow, FL. He has started a jail minis-
try that has seen over 500 baptisms in four 
years. He can be reached at 528 Queens 
Lp N, Lakeland, FL 33803; Ph: 863-646-
4384 or 863-534-6132; Email: dspell@
polksheriff.org.

Heidemann, R. Kay (‘95) is part of a 
prison ministry that helps the families of 
those who are incarcerated. She can be 
reached at 5353 Echo Ct, House Springs, 
MO 63051; Ph: 636-674-5010; Email: af-
tercare2005@hotmail.com.

Whited, James (‘96) is serving the Lord 
and can be reached at 14 Anastasia Dr, 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548; Ph: 850-
974-6789; Email: jamrobwhi@netscape.
net.

Hundley, Danny (‘98) and his wife Julie 
(‘99) have moved. They can be reached 
at 16303 Chelsea Place Apt. 1015, Sel-
ma, TX 78154; Email: djhundley@satx.
rr.com.

Lightsey, Rob (‘98) is the pastor at Union 
Hill Baptist Church in Cottonwood, AL. 
He has completed eight seasons as Chap-
lain for the Cottonwood High School foot-
ball team.  He can be reached at 7197 S. 
Cty Rd. 33, Cottonwood, AL 36320; Ph: 
334-790-7086; Email: robluly86@yahoo.
com.

Everage, Jerry (‘99) is the new pastor of 
FBC Montgomery in Texas. He can be 
reached at PO Box 189, Montgomery, 
Texas 77356; Ph: 936-597-4305; Email: 
pastor@fbcmontgomery.com.

Knight, Ronnie (‘99) has been involved 
in church planting efforts in New York 
and is seeking opportunities for service. 
He can be reached at 419 County Rd 82, 
Prattville, AL 36067; Ph: 334-315-2720; 
Email: rknight@ctltesting.com.

Griffin, Phyllis (‘00) has 
a new address. She can be 
reached at 275 John Knox 
Rd, P-101, Tallahassee, FL 

32303; Email: phyllisgriffin@yahoo.com.

Henderson, Rick (‘00) has a new address. 
He can be reached at 11625 Francis Dr, 
Grass Valley, CA 95949.

Schroeder, Mark (‘00) and Reba can 
be reached at PO Box 706, Chipley, FL 
32428; Ph: 850-638-9431 or 334-348-
2034; Email: reba_schroeder@bellsouth.
net.

Hughes, Andy (‘01) is serving as interim 
pastor at Macedonia Baptist Church in Pel-

To update your Alumni information contact
alumni@baptistcollege.edu or call 800.328.2660 (ext. 460)70
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ham, GA, along with serving as a chaplain 
for Wiregrass Hospice. He can be reached 
at 129 Mill Pond Rd, Pelham, GA 31779; 
Ph: 229-220-3664; Email: brohughes@
yahoo.com.

Garner, Mick (‘02) is pastor of Oakland 
Baptist Church and is working on his 
Master’s degree. He can be reached at 
224 Sotir Street NW, Ft Walton Beach, 
FL 32548; Ph: 850-496-0152 or 850-243-
8722; Email: mickggarner@gmail.com.

Hufschmidt, Joey (‘02) is the new minis-
ter of worship/education at Carter’s Bap-
tist Church in Lakeland, FL. He can be 
reached at 106 Eagle Point Blvd, Auburn-
dale, FL 33823; Ph: 850-832-2928; Email: 
joey.hufschmidt@cartersbaptist.org.

Elrod, Mary (‘03) is serving the Lord and 
can be reached at 7740 Plantation Bay Dr 
#309, Jacksonville, FL 32244; Ph: 904-
553-6628; Email: mmescooter@yahoo.
com.

Tanner, Sean (‘03) and his wife Kristin 
are living with their three children in Mt. 
Eden, KY. Sean serves as the discipleship 
and youth pastor at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. They can be reached at seantan-
ner7@hotmail.com.

Schenk, Walter (‘04) can be reached at 13 
Beaman St, Laconia, NH 03246; Ph: 603-
524-0951; Email: walliegator34@yahoo.
com.

Shelley, Keith (‘05) and wife Buffi (‘01) 
are serving the Lord and can be reached 
at 501 Hill St, Thomaston, GA 30286; Ph: 
850-557-7682; Email: buffimorgan@ya-
hoo.com.

Solomon, Daniel (‘05) is a member of 
FBC Leesburg, GA. He serves in the choir 
and teaches and preaches as needed. He 
can be reached at 199 Canal St, Leesburg, 
GA 31763; Ph: 850-419-3904; Email: pas-
torintratining@yahoo.com.

Buckner, Clay (‘06) is serving as pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Marble City, OK. 
He can be reached at 22734 S 494 Rd, 
Tahlequah, OK 74464; Ph: 918-453-0233; 
Email: claybuck4@yahoo.com.

Bump, Margaret Louise (‘07) is enjoying 
teaching in a private Christian school. She 
can be reached at PO Box 940814, Mai-
tland, FL 32751; 407-601-8112 or 407-
884-0031; Email: blueys4god@aol.com.

Jackson, Amber (‘07) and her husband just 
had their 1st child, Elizabeth Kae. They 
can be reached at 2101 Brairwood Ave 
SW, Ft Payne, AL 35967; Ph: 256-630-
2702 or 256-845-7767; Email: youthguys-
wifey@yahoo.com.

Scott, Meagan (‘07) is attending gradu-
ate school at the University of West Flor-
ida and is pursuing her M.Ed. She can be 
reached at 844 Ferrana Way, Pensacola, 
FL 32505; Ph: 386-336-3462; Email: 
moviemeagan@yahoo.com.

Larson, Tim (‘08) is preparing to start a 
church. He can be reached at 2411 Dublin 
Ct, Orange Park, FL 32065; Ph: 904-568-
0312; Email: tslarson@bellsouth.net.

Dunning, Chuck (‘09) is the Children’s 
Pastor at Selma Baptist Church in Dothan, 
AL. He can be reached at 1208 Bradley 
Rd, Dothan, AL 36301; Email: chuck@
selmabaptist.net.

Lain, David (‘09) is pastoring a Baptist 
church outside of Hartford, AL. He can 
be reached at 5640 Hwy 77, Graceville, 
FL 32440; Ph: 850-263-9519 or 850-718-
0435; Email: davidlain1@gmail.com.

Our Deepest 
Condolences 

To...
...the family and friends of George 
Ramsaran (‘96), who passed away in 
November. He is survived by his wife, 
Elizabeth (‘96).  She can be reached at 
10023 Cowley Cove Drive, Riverview, 
FL 33578.

...the family and friends of Gladys Inez 
Weatherford, who passed away earlier 
this year.  Her husband, Claude Weath-
erford, can be contacted at 194 Choc-
taw St., Zwolle, LA 71486.

...Mr. Edwin Thorpe in the passing of 
his wife, Jane.  Edwin can be reached 
at 272 SW Velvet Glen, Lake City, FL 
32024; Ph: 386-754-8872.

...Mr. Rob Lightsey (‘98) in the pass-
ing of his father, James Lightsey (‘66) 
of High Springs, FL. James was a re-
tired bivocational pastor. Rob can be 
reached at 7197 S. Cty. Rd. 33, Cotton-
wood, AL 36320.

Newlyweds, Krista (‘09) and her 
husband Josh (‘09) Waybright are 
currently serving at Temple Bap-
tist Church in Hattiesburg, MS. 
Josh is the Youth Pastor and Kris-
ta is the Children’s Minister. They 
can be reached at 107 S. 15th 
Ave, Hattiesburg, MS 39401; Ph: 
850-206-3000 or 601-450-4082; 
Email: kwaybright@tbclife.net.




