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Statement of Mission

  The Baptist College of Florida shall operate within the 
context of a Christian worldview to promote, provide for, 
operate and control a program of education and training 
for ministers and other religious workers through awarding 
certificates and associate and baccalaureate degrees in a co-
educational post-secondary setting.
  To fulfill its mission, the college seeks to develop those 
qualities in students that contribute to effective ministry. 
In the area of personal growth, we seek to foster a desire 
for knowledge; develop cultural awareness by introducing 
students to a wide range of knowledge; nurture the ability 
to acquire, evaluate, assimilate, and use information; and 
promote personal and social maturity.
  For spiritual growth, we provide the resources for gaining 
biblical and religious data; we also assist students in learning 
and living the Christian life. In terms of professional growth, 
students are enabled to gain the credentials that enhance 
opportunities for ministry, and they learn to master a 
specialized body of knowledge. 
  At the same time, we encourage positive attitudes toward 
ministry and foster both an awareness of and a loyalty to the 
Southern Baptist heritage.
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Dear Friends,

     This is the most exciting time on the College calendar! The 
busy summer is coming to an end, and the students are beginning 
to return for the Fall Semester. Some are coming back for the final 
semester, and they have a sense of excitement mixed with appre-
hension about the future. Some are coming back in the middle of 
their studies, and they have a determination to begin again and 
again and again. Some are coming for their very first time, and 
they have a boundless energy and zeal mixed with questions of 
where to find the next office that they are to visit. In addition to 
the students who are coming back the faculty members who have 
been away for the summer have returned. I can truly say that these 
folks have returned with a renewed zeal and vision for the mission 
of the College.
      As I look at all of these groups I ask myself, “Why?” Why 
would a group so diverse in age, experience, geography and focus 
come together? Why would they come at a time when the weak 
economy makes the venture even harder? Why would they come 
when our society is focused on following a path that is so alien 
to what we believe? Why would they leave their comfort zone 
to enter situations that can be very challenging at best? As I have 
pondered on this I have come to one answer – Jesus. There is no 
other way to explain what the world would label as the irrational 
decisions that so many have made. In Matthew 9: 35-38, our Lord 
gave a capsule look at our world that heightened in relevance to-
day. During the next four issues of Echoes we will be looking at 
the focus of these verses as a theme. Jesus first saw the Condition 
of the People. They were sick. Our society is sick in so many 
ways. The people with whom we come into contact are in desper-
ate need of healing.
      The Condition of the People is why people come to The Baptist 
College of Florida. It is certainly why I came almost twenty years 
ago and stay today. This College is absolutely committed to edu-
cating and training the people who will work, witness, and minis-
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ter in order to impact the Condition of the People in 
the name of Christ. For some folks this is certainly 
not the most exciting or glamorous life pursuit. In 
fact, for some such a life of service is totally absurd. 
Many of our students come to the College sharing 
with us that families have refused to help them in 
their course of study since they are “throwing their 
life away in the foolishness of ministry.” 
     The Condition of the People may not move our 
modern society to action, but it captured the heart 
and focus of our Lord. I can think of no more noble 
cause in living than to follow Him in this path. I 
hope that you will get some picture of the people of 
the BCF family and their passion as you read this is-
sue of Echoes. When you do, please pray for each of 
us. Better still, please join us in learning as we serve 
and serving as we learn to follow our Master.

God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President 

Echoes Theme

The theme for Echoes during the upcoming year 
is taken from the Scripture passage noted below. 
Our world desperately needs the touch of the Mas-
ter, and we have been commissioned to administer 
that touch. I hope that as you read these issues of 
Echoes you will see how your Baptist College is se-
riously pursuing Christ’s Great Commission.

Matthew 9:35-38 (KJV)
 35  And Jesus went about all the cities and vil-
lages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sick-
ness and every disease among the people. 
 36  But when He saw the multitudes, He was 
moved with compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep hav-
ing no shepherd. 
 37  Then saith He unto His disciples, The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
 38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
He will send forth labourers into His harvest.

BCF is “Military Friendly”
     Representatives from BCF recently 
attended the Department of Defense 
World Wide Education Symposium 
held in Atlanta, Georgia, where BCF 
was recognized as one of the “GI Jobs 
- Military Friendly Schools.” BCF of-
fers a wide range of online courses and 

three online degrees that meet the need of men and women in 
the armed forces as well as others who are unable to relocate to 
Florida to complete their education. 
      According to BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen, “The Bap-
tist College of Florida is far more than ‘Military Friendly.’  We 
thank God for the brave men and women who defend our free-
doms.  Our prayers go up for them and our doors are always 
open to them.”
     This is the first year that BCF has attended the symposium 
which is held tri-annually, bringing together senior military edu-
cation officers, civilian education service specialists, military 
friendly colleges, and ranking members of the training and edu-
cation departments of the military.  One of the primary goals of 
the symposium is to provide quality and cost effective oppor-
tunities and programs to train and educate active duty military 
members while maintaining a strong military readiness and ef-
ficiency. The distance education staff at BCF works closely with 
military members to prepare workable degree plans that can be 
completed within the military environment. 

     For several years, BCF has participated in non-tradition-
al distance programs offered through the Defense Activity for 
Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES).  As a Military 
Friendly School, BCF offers men and women in the military ac-
cess to completing a ministry degree while still serving on active 
duty. Servicemembers can use their military tuition assistance or 
Veteran’s benefits to pay for college and never leave their current 
duty station.     

BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen (center) is joined by retired Navy Chap-
lains, Charles Parker, Vice-President for Development, and Roger Richards, 
Director of Student Services and General Education Division Chair.  
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     The Baptist College of Florida proudly 
welcomed over 170 new students at the start 
of the fall semester. This marked the be-
ginning of another exciting and promising 
school year where new students began their 
college education journey and strengthened 
their walk with the Lord. “I hope that my time 
here will make me a stronger witness,” said 
Heather Calkins, incoming English major.
    New students enjoyed multiple welcome 
events with free food, followed by several 
professors opening up their homes for pool 
parties. “All of the professors were so nice 
to let a bunch of crazy students come to their 
houses,” stated new student Adam Soles, a 
Christian Education major. “It’s a great way 
for the professors to both welcome and get to 
know new students,” said Tommy Benbow, 
another new Christian Education major. 
    One sentiment expressed by all of the new 
students was how welcomed they felt by the 
returning students. “Everyone was really nice 
and warm and friendly. They feel like a sec-
ond family to me,” stated Katie Jernigan, an 
Elementary Education major.
    Inspired by the Condition of the People to 
come, the incoming students hit the ground 
running as they prepare to “Change the 
World…”  

They’re Here!
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     Once again all of the seats are filled as another leadership 
certificate class offered through a partnership between BCF and 
LINC-UP Missions begins in northeast Brazil.  Led by BCF alum 
and former trustee Richie Allen, students gather to learn how to 
establish churches and receive the tools, knowledge, and skills to 
lead their congregations effectively.   
     The Leadership Certificate Program came as a result of a part-
nership between BCF and LINC-UP Missions Inc., with the goal 
of providing well trained leadership for the new church plants in 
Northeast Brazil. The certificate program is specifically designed 
to be completed within eighteen months, providing Brazilian 
ministers with the resources and techniques of sharing the gospel 
of Jesus Christ throughout Brazil.
     In support of the program, BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen 
traveled to Brazil for the first leadership graduation ceremony 
held in December, 2008. Kinchen presented certificates and gifts 
from the college to the graduates noting that, “I have never seen 
so many who have worked so hard and accomplished so much 
in the face of almost overwhelming obstacles. I am both hum-
bled and challenged by the spirit of these people.”  According to 
Kinchen, this program clearly demonstrates the commitment of 
the BCF family to carry out the Great Commission of our Lord 

and champion our trademark of “Changing the World through the 
Unchanging Word®.” 
     Allen, founder of LINC-UP Missions, Inc., and his wife, 
Heather, continue to work mobilizing churches in the United 
States for church planting partnerships in Brazil.  

Certificate Class Begins in Brazil

Members of the new Leadership Certificate class in Brazil

Second Leadership

      An old rusty mid-sized pick-up splashes down the muddy 
jungle trail with 23 Brazilian students crowded in the back.  
Motorcycles buzz into the church yard from every direction.  
Students arrive on foot and on donkey-drawn carts.  The 
sound of braying mules and howling monkeys high in the co-
conut trees is soon drowned out by the sound of 59 students 
singing praise to the Lord for His goodness - just the begin-

ning of another BCF class in the Northeast of Brazil.
     Students study attentively for 2-3 hours without allowing the professor to stop for a break.  When the class 
ends, most of them disappear in the jungle returning to their respective posts.
     In this way, LINC-UP Missions and The Baptist College of Florida are penetrating the dark world of an 
unengaged people group known as the Quilombolas.  BCF students who graduate with a Certificate of Pastoral 
Leadership in Brazil are assuming leadership of congregations started through LINC-UP church planting part-
nerships.  According to LINC-UP Missions founder, Richie Allen, “It’s amazing to watch these passionate and 
empowered leaders do the work of changing their world thru the unchanging Word.”
     In the words of one pastor, “It will take a long time for Brazil to get over the influence of what you (BCF 
and LINC-UP Missions) have brought to the jungle.”  Our prayer is that they never get over it!  May it last and 
continue to bear fruit until time is swallowed up by eternity.     

Heather and Richie Allen

Light for a 
        DarkWorld:
      A Partnership in Progress
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Faculty and Staff News...
     Sounds of patriotism and celebration were in the air as Pro-
fessor Ron Branning from BCF directed a portion of the Tri-
State Community Orchestra’s (TCO) patriotic concert on the 
square in Headland, Alabama. The third annual outdoor concert 
was sponsored by Renaissance Headland, a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to improving and beautifying the Headland 
Square and enriching the community through the arts. The TCO 
performed a number of favorite, familiar songs to kick off the 
Independence Day weekend, as the audience gathered under the 
evening sky to salute and honor area firefighters, police officers, 
and military personnel, and enjoy the musical entertainment.
     Branning, director of the Jazz Band and College Winds at 
BCF, took the podium as the guest conductor to direct the TCO 
in arrangements of “Legacy of Heroes,” “Armed Forces Salute,” 
and “The Stars and Stripes Forever.” Jazz clarinetist Bob Snyder 
of Graceville, Fla., and honorary member of the BCF Jazz Band, 
entertained the crowd with his remarkable clarinet solo in “Let’s 
Dance.” Eugene Conner, Music Director for the TCO, conduct-
ed his own arrangements of “Patriotic March” and “The Orange 
Blossom Special.” The TCO accompanied Tim Gay, Minister of 
Music at First Baptist Church, Headland, as he sang “God Bless 
the USA,” followed by the Headland Community Choir, under 
the direction of Gay, in a stirring arrangement of “My Country 
Tis’ of Thee,” “America the Beautiful,” and “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic.” Branning did such a good job that he was invited to 
be their conductor for the 2009-2010 concert season!

     Dr. Kimberle Moon continues to do amazing things for 
Christ. Over the summer she presented seven different work-
shops to Italy’s musical theatre community. These workshops 
were specifically designed to address the needs of the musical 
theatre performer.
     Dealing with important topics, such as vocal health and 
hygiene, projection, expression and characterization, dancing 
while singing, and vocal technique, Moon was able to dramati-
cally improve the performance of the Italian singers. Her meth-
ods gained her some recognition among the theatre community.
     While at a workshop in Tolentino, she met Saverio Mar-
coni, who is the director of the Italian musical theater touring 
company Compagne della Rancia. Upon seeing Moon’s ability 
to get his cast members’ voices to respond the way he wanted, 
he hired Moon on the spot to come to Italy and do last-minute 
preparation for the cast of CATS. The opening for CATS is in 
Rome in late October.
     This experience will be a wonderful one for both the cast and 
Moon. Marconi has suggested that there could be many more 
opportunities of this nature for Moon in the future.

Professor Branning Conducts Tri-
State Patriotic Concert

Moon Makes Impact 
During Tour of Italy

Professor Branning leads the Tri-State Community Orchestra

BCF Voice Professor, Dr. Kimberle Moon
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Welcome New Faculty and Staff!

     Some new voices can be heard coming from the 24/7 WFBU 
radio studio located on the BCF campus. “I finally feel settled,” 
said the new student station manager and BCF senior Sandy Der-
rick. “I’m very excited about this new adventure in my life!”
     Originally from Fort Meade, Fla., Derrick hosted last semes-
ter’s A Little Bit of Heaven from Six to Seven (ALBOH) radio pro-
gram on Tuesday evenings with co-host and recent BCF graduate 
Lindsey Abbott. “I’ve had so much fun learning the ropes and 
being a part of the WFBU team. ALBOH, as I fondly refer to it, 
was a great introduction to the world of radio broadcasting.” In 
addition to preparing for the WFBU fall program schedule, Der-
rick interned at one of the popular Dothan, Ala., Christian radio 
stations this summer in partial fulfillment of his Contemporary 
Worship Arts degree at BCF.
     Derrick will be joined by Jarrod Odom, a BCF senior who is 
no stranger to the station. Odom has guest starred on the popular 
student-led programs in the past, and will continue to bring his 
unique sense of humor to the table. 
     As far as what can be expected from WFBU in the fall, “We’ve 
got some exciting stuff in the works! I have been brainstorm-
ing and working to increase student, staff, and faculty involve-
ment,” stated Derrick. Some new programs have been added to 

the WFBU broadcast as well as the continuation of the Gracev-
ille High School Football games, the 7:00 a.m. WFBU Morning 
Wake Up Call, Friday Morning Pair ‘O Docs, and the 10:00 a.m. 
Monday through Wednesday chapel services.
     Tune in every day to hear what’s happening at BCF!

Malia Parrish (‘08) is work-
ing in the Marketing Office as 
an Admissions Counselor .

BCF Senior Josh Gussler is 
working as an Admissions 
Counselor in the Marketing 
Office.

Matthew LeHew (‘09) is the 
school’s new Lead Graphic 
and Web Designer.

Jonathan Mitchell comes 
from Jackson, MS, and 
is the new Food Services 
Manager for Valley Foods.

Dr. Ed Scott, formerly the distance site direc-
tor for Orlando and Jacksonville, is the new 
preaching professor on the Graceville campus.

Mrs. Lea Scott is the new Ad-
ministrative Assistant for the 
Theology Division.

WFBU - Real Music...Real Mission...Real Message

Mrs. Jan Martin is the new 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Vice President for Develop-
ment.

Derrick and Odom
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    Twelve BCF students were 
able to participate in the two college sponsored mission trips 
offered over the summer. One of the mission trips was to Palm 
Coast, Florida led by BCF Professor of Theology, Dr. Mark 
Rathel. The other trip was to Western New York led by BCF 
Dean of Faculty and Professor of Evangelism and Missions, Dr. 
Robin Jumper. Both trips were a huge success, and God moved 
in more ways than anyone could have expected.
    Rathel was accompanied by a group of six students includ-
ing Gary Upchurch, Joe Campbell, Randy Bennett, Martin Arm-
strong, Rayel Brigham and Tim Brigham. The mission team left 
on July 25 and returned on August 2. The trip was a joint proj-
ect of the Florida Baptist Convention, Palm Coast Community 
Church, and BCF. Together, the team helped with a church plant 
called Epic Church. To accomplish this, they stood outside of 
various shopping centers passing out free water and brochures 
to people in the community. The students also worked at the 
beach and went through parking lots and placed the informa-
tional brochures on cars. One of the highlights that Rathel re-
called was getting to meet the church planters’ network in the 

area. According to Rathel, this helped the students understand 
the importance and power of vision and leadership. “It was an 
incredible trip,” stated Rathel. “The students learned a lesson 
about a real, authentic relationship within the body of Christ. 

This is something the church modeled well.”
    The mission trip to Western New York head-
ed by Dr. Jumper included six BCF students: 
Anthony Gardiner, Kyle Hunter, Scott Hagan, 
Andrea Heon, Alicia Hodge and Kelly John-
son.  After attending three days of training, the 
team left on July 10 for the ten day trip. Their 
mission was with the Finger Lakes Baptist As-
sociation near Rochester, NY, which consists of 
fourteen counties and nineteen churches. The 

team focused on witnessing to cultural Catholics and helping 
local missionaries with church planting in the area, primarily 
in Wayland and Webster, NY.  Work included prayer-walking, 
flier distribution, survey work, personal evangelism, and block 
parties in preparation for a Bible study scheduled to start in Sep-
tember.  One of the notable events of the trip was attending the 
Mormon pageant, Hill Cumorah. BCF students had the oppor-
tunity to witness at the Mormons’ own event. “It was a blessed 
trip,” stated Jumper. “It was obvious God had His hand on it 
from the beginning. He provided wonderful opportunities for 
us. Everything was blessed from the weather to the openness of 
people. Probably the most exciting thing was being a small part 
of what God was doing in Wayland, and maybe moving closer 
to a church start in the future.”
    Something that both teams experienced was strong coopera-
tion and resolve. God helped each team bond, function like fam-
ily and become bolder in proclaiming the Good News of Christ. 
Both Rathel and Jumper agreed that God did an incredible work 
through the mission teams this summer.

    Summertime for the students at BCF is normally viewed 
as a restful break from the books, but it is also seen as 
an opportunity for living out the school’s battle cry and 
trademark of “Changing the World through the Unchang-
ing Word®.”  This past summer, students were able to 
work and serve in a multitude of ministries ranging from 
youth and children’s camps, to traveling across the world 
to spread the Gospel.  Of these diverse opportunities, ten 
BCF students were able to share the love of Christ through 
their lifestyle to those in Southeast Asia for sixteen emo-
tional days.  
     Going as English teachers at the local elementary and 
middle schools, these missionaries established relation-
ships with students leading to conversations about Jesus 
Christ. Along with teaching English, BCF students were 
able to interact with other college students at places the 
locals would go to practice their English. Through the con-
tacts that were made, the Lord opened many doors for new friendships and for the Gospel message to be shared.  
     Several of the students experienced culture shock adapting to the surroundings and felt a total dependence on the Lord as they faced 
uncertainties and safety issues. When one student was asked what he remembered most about Southeast Asia, he replied “Being able 
to offer hope and joy to an otherwise hopeless people.”  At The Baptist College of Florida, when the world is being changed through 
the unchanging Word, it’s because our students have been changed, as well.

Dr. Rathel and Tim Brigham on Mis-
sions in Palm Coast, FL

. . . BCF On Missions . . .

. . . Sharing Jesus
               in SE Asia . . .

SE Asia Mission Team
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Scott Small, Minister of 
Music at Pine Terrace

“Lift Up the Cross” is the theme for the Division of Music and 
Worship this year. They welcomed twenty-five new  music majors into the BCF music family to help execute 
the mandate to share the gospel. 
     This year the ensembles will be as active as always. On Sept. 29,  the Division will present “Happy Birth-
day Bach” a recital of the most famous of Bach’s music. Bach always signed his music “in soli deo gloira” to 
the glory of God!  The entire Music Division will be involved in leading the music and worship at the Florida 
Baptist Convention to be held on Nov. 10,  in Pensacola. We’d like to encourage all of our Alumni to come to 
the convention that day.  It would be great to visit with you and share some of the ways we have grown through 
the years.
     The Women’s Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble are busy preparing programs to present in high schools. Please 
contact Dr. Buford Cox or Professor Ron Branning if you are interested in having one of these groups perform in 
your church or community.  The Male Chorale also has a full schedule for the fall semester and will be singing 
in Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana. 
             Please mark your calendar to attend the annual Holiday Homecoming on Dec. 4 and 

the Christmas Concert “The Graceville Christmas Festival” Dec. 4-5. This is a three 
act, fun-filled celebration of Christmas traditions and sharing the gospel of Christ-
mas. Tickets will be available soon in the Business Office at 800-328-2660 ext. 418.

                The BCF music family has so many wonderful graduates serving in churches and 
schools all over the country. Over the next several issues of Echoes, we will be 
featuring some of our finest. The first graduate to be featured is Scott Small, Minis-
ter of Music at Pine Terrace Baptist Church in Milton, Fla. Scott has been serving 
there for almost 11 years and has been instrumental in helping the church design and 
complete a brand new worship center. In addition to a large number of participants 

involved in music ministry, Scott has guided a number of students to BCF.  Keep up 
the great work Scott!
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     Sometimes we get so involved in the normal, day-to-day activities of campus life that we forget what really 
makes this school unique. Academics are vital; buildings are essential; but most important is the Spiritual 
Development without which this would be “just another good college.” Throughout the year BCF provides 
special opportunities for spiritual growth and development for the campus family as well as our larger family 
across our region of the country. On this page you will note our Prayer Conference and the conferences of-
fered through the Center for Expository Preaching. Please keep these events in your prayers and, if possible, 
put them into your calendar. You are welcome to attend, and you will be blessed beyond measure.

     According to BCF Preaching Professor 
Ed Scott, Director of the Center for Ex-
pository Preaching, “If you are a pastor, 
then two things are certain: your calendar 
is crowded but there are still some exciting 
Bible-teaching events coming up that you 
would like to offer to your congregation.”
     BCF Professors working with the Cen-
ter for Expository Preaching, located at The 
Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in Gracev-
ille, will be offering two preview events in 
the next few months to help pastors and their 
congregations enjoy the annual January Bible 
Study and the annual Doctrine Study. Both of 
the preview training events will be offered in 
a calendar-friendly one day intensive format.
     On October 29, BCF New Testament Pro-
fessor Mark Long and Scott will offer a preview of the Janu-
ary Bible Study. This year’s study examines the “Parables of 
the Kingdom” found in the Gospel of Matthew. “Being in touch 
with these parables will help you and your church clearly pro-
claim the Gospel, set Kingdom priorities, and openly talk about 

life issues,” stated Scott. During the ses-
sion, Long will talk about how to interpret 
the parables accurately, and Scott will talk 
about how to preach the parables effectively.
     Then on January 29,  BCF Dean of Faculty 
and Theology Division Chair Robin Jumper 
and Scott will offer a preview of the annual 
Doctrine Study. The study will focus on the 
spiritual disciplines. Jumper will survey the 
wide range of spiritual disciplines and Scott 
will talk about how to preach the disciplines 
in a motivating way. “This year’s doctrinal 
study is needed and timely,” stated Scott. “If 
ever there was a time in which Christians 
needed a better knowledge and an increased 
motivation in prayer, Bible study, and the prac-
tice of private and public devotions, it is now!”

     The college will provide lunch and handouts for both events at 
no charge. Each event will begin at 9 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. For 
more information and to register to attend, please contact  Scott 
at eescott@baptistcollege.edu or call 850-263-3261 ext. 488.

Expository Preaching Center Conferences

Dr. Mark Long and Dr. Ed Scott will be leading 
the January Bible Study preview event to be held 
at BCF on October 29, 2009.

Upcoming SPECIAL EVENTS
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Campus Renovations
     Throughout the Summer, 
saws and hammers could be 
heard across the campus. Staff 
and volunteer groups kept up a 
hectic schedule of construction 
and renovation. Apartments 
were renovated and painted 
for new occupants. A new du-
plex apartment was completed 
and dedicated. Two new resi-
dences for ladies were com-
pleted. The Student Center 
received a massive overhaul as 
offices were taken out and new, 
expanded space for dining and 
fellowship was provided. 
     Many folks worked very 
hard to get all of this accom-
plished. A special “Thank You” 
goes out to Huie Wilson and all 
of our Plant Operations staff. 
They went above and beyond 
the normal call of duty and ac-
complished what many folks 
thought could not be done.
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Team organizers called it “Mission 
Possible II” but at The Baptist College of Florida it 
was known as  “A Job Well Done!”  Three churches 
– Leesburg Baptist Church in Leesburg, GA, New 
Hinson Baptist Church in Slocomb, AL, and Faith 
Baptist Church in Tallahassee, FL, came together 
to form an amazing team of young workers eager 
to serve.  Led by Student Pastors, Ty Greene, one 
of our BCF graduates from Leesburg, and Gary 
Martin from Slocomb, a total of forty-eight youth 
(pictured at right) conducted backyard Bible stud-
ies in Tiger Park, worked on the BCF campus, and 
helped at My Father’s Closet.

BCF Alumnus Leads Youth Mission Camp

     For the past nine years, Global Mission Teams from the First 
Baptist Church (FBC) of Orlando, Florida have volunteered their 
time, energy and skills at The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) in 
Graceville. They arrive on campus each year around the first or 
second week of June to offer a helping hand and pray over what 
God is doing at BCF.
     This year’s mission projects included cleaning and painting  
the men’s residence halls, cleaning and painting apartments in 
married housing, and pressure washing some of the apartments 

where families will live as they are studying and preparing for 
areas of ministry. The volunteers finished placing the chain-link 
fence around the new recreational field, trimmed hedges, and 
worked inside on the Student Center renovations.
     The mission of FBC Orlando, “A Passion for God, A Passion 
for People, A Passion to Serve” is being lived out by its members 
through their servant hearts and actions. They willingly and sac-
rificially refresh and polish the BCF campus each summer getting 
it ready for the next semester and all of the new challenges. 

Mission Possible II

“A Passion for God, A Passion for People,  A Passion to Serve”
First Baptist Church Orlando

Global Mission Team from The First Baptist Church of Orlando, Florida

  Eagles

Tri-State Mission Team
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They Shall 
Mount Up with 

Wings like
 Eagles…
Isaiah 40:31

BCF Certificate Programs

    One of the first questions that 
came up when we announced the 
new golf team was, “What will be 
our mascot?”  I am delighted to 
introduce you to the BCF Eagles. 
Sometime we will walk. Sometime 
we will run. Sometime we will be 
weary. But at all times we can soar 
like eagles through our Lord.

      The Fall Semester 2009 represents a new venture 
for BCF in Distance Education. For several years 
we have had Distance Sites in Pensacola, Orlando 
and Jacksonville at which students can pursue vari-
ous degrees. We have just opened Certificate Pro-
gram sites in Tallahassee, Lake City and Ocala 
where students can pursue studies that they may or 
may not apply to a degree according to the needs 
and plans of each student. Each of these sites may 
offer classes at other locations as well. The Certifi-
cates are designed for those individuals who are in-
volved in ministry occupations as well as those who 
are lay leaders in the churches. Certificates to be of-
fered include: Biblical Ministry, Biblical Teaching, 
Christian Education, Pastoral Ministry and Church 
Planting.
      Through this new program, BCF will be able 
to reach more people with more tools to share the 
Good News of the Gospel. We are truly excited 
about this enhanced opportunity for service. If you 
would like further information about the Certificate 
Program at BCF please contact  800.328.2660.

 BCF

  Eagles

BCF Announces 
Golf Team Mascot!

BCF golfers got a surprise visit   recently. Brad 
Bryant, touring pro on the PGA Champions Tour 
and winner of the 2007 Senior US Open visited 
with several BCF students who are vying for spots 
on the college’s first ever intercollegiate athletic 
team.
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Alumni 
Updates

To update your information contact
alumni@baptistcollege.edu or call 800.328.2660 (ext. 460)

Ph: 318-348-4824. Email: pat.bradley@
unionchristianacademy.org.

Johns, Wally (‘94) is serving the Lord 
and can be reached at 8730 Monterey 
Bay Loop, Bradenton, FL 34212; Ph: 
941-749-5448; Email: wallyjohns@veri-
zon.net.

Spearman, Bobby (‘94) can be reached 
at 247 Lisbon Bridge Rd, Garland, BC 
28441; Ph: 910-529-1813 or 910-385-
8134; Email: lees63955@earthlink.net.

Ferrell, George L. (‘95) has been called 
as Pastor of Jefferson Baptist Church. He 
can be reached at PO Box 232, Jefferson, 
SC 29718; Ph: 843-658-6550 or 843-658-
3433; Email: jfbcpastor@yahoo.com.

Moore, Jeremy (‘97) is currently serving 
as the Pastor of Celebration Fellowship 
Baptist Church in Wauchula, FL. He can 
be reached at 5164 N Co. Rd 663, Bowl-
ing Green, FL 33834; Ph: 863-773-0427; 
Email: mrjwm@yahoo.com.

Watson, David (‘97) has completed his 
master’s degree recital in collaborative 
piano and will graduate Spring 2010 
with his MA in collaborative piano/vocal 
coaching. He is starting his 10th year as 
Worship Pastor in Prairie View Church 
in Fargo, ND. He can be reached at 1335 
14th Ave South, Fargo, ND 58103; Ph: 
701-730-3316 or 701-730-3315; Email: 
davidlwatson@juno.com.

Deal, Melanie Wheeler (‘99) is the As-
sistant Director at the Columbia Baptist 
Ministry Center in Dothan, AL. She re-
cently married John Deal in 2008 and is 
celebrating the birth of their child John 
Parker in April 2009. She can be reached 
at 145 County Road 256, Headland, AL 
36345; Ph: 334-718-3431 or 334-669-
1595; Email: mdeal@graceba.net.

Lawson, Michael (‘99) is the new Pas-
tor of Disciple Making and Pastoral Care 
at Mt. Gilead Baptist Church in Dothan, 
AL. He and his wife Allison are  awaiting 
the arrival of their third daughter. He can 
be reached at 2864 Brannon Stand Rd, 
Dothan, AL 36305; Ph: 334-792-4842; 
Email: bromike@mntgilead.com.

Richardson, Ronnie (‘99) can be reached 
at 8717 208th Pl, O’Brien, FL 32071; Ph: 
386-330-4225; Email: ronnie@deronen-
terprises.com.

Davis, L. Edward (‘48) 
can be reached via email at 
edavis1206@att.net.

Dunn, Franklin (‘63) can 
be reached at 5717 Fox-
wood Blvd, Lakeland, FL 
33810; Ph: 863-858-5560.

Bennett, Benjamin (‘70) 
is serving his 9th year as 
Pastor of Midway Baptist 
Church in Pine Mountain, 
GA. He can be reached 

at 134 Hickory Circle, West Point, GA 
31833; Ph: 706-663-2765 or 706-570-
7154; Email: jac.bennett@yahoo.com.

Walker, Ray (‘71) fondly remembers 
his time at BBI and is celebrating his 
81st birthday. He can be reached at Ph: 
423-334-8160 or 423-364-6272; Email: 
fwalker321@gmail.com.

Cordle, Roy (‘70 and ‘78) has reentered 
full time ministry after a 14 month retire-
ment. He is the full time Pastor of New 
Haven Baptist Church in Anniston, AL. 
He can be reached at 1116 Edgewood Dr, 
Anniston, AL 36207; Ph: 256-835-0425; 
Email: roycordle@bellsouth.net.

Self, Sam (‘73) can be reached at 312 #2 
Autumn Ridge Dr, Dothan, AL 36305.

White, Homer (‘78) is retired and vol-
unteering with youth work, Sunday 
School teaching, and missions. He can be 
reached at 39 Palm Dr, Ormond Beach, 
FL 32176; Ph: 352-226-5690; Email: 
agapejesus.white@gmail.com.

Hunt, David (‘82) is serv-
ing the Lord and can be 
reached at 129 N. Co-
lumbus St, Sunbury, OH 
43074; Ph: 740-965-1109 

or 614-861-6493; Email: DHunt12918@
aol.com.

Eaton, Jo (‘83) is a member of Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church and works in areas of 
need, along with being a member of the 
adult choir and helping with the child-
rens’ music programs. She can be reached 
at 1540 Cedars Rd, Lawrenceville, GA 
30045; Ph: 770-822-3421; Email: Ea-
ton265@msn.com.

Wade, Larry (‘83) and his wife Marsha 
(‘84) have updated their Email addresses. 
Larry can be reached at oldirishguy51@
yahoo.com. Marsha can be reached at 
LWADE5@roadrunner.com.

Hill, Leonard (‘84) is serving the Lord 
and can be reached at PO Box 234, Tus-
caloosa, AL 35456; Ph: 205-343-2297; 
Email: lhem@centurytel.net.

Grimes, David A. (‘86) is the Pastor of 
Ministries at Wellspring Church in Dob-
son, Chandler, AZ, President of Arizona 
Raceway Ministries, Track Chaplain at 
Phoenix International Raceway, founder 
of Living InHim Ministries, President of 
Arizona Corporate Chaplains and owner 
of OnaMission Home Painting, Inc. He 
can be reached at 2201 E Bellerive Place, 
Chandler, AZ 85249; Ph: 480-883-0458 
or 602-315-1802; Email: thegrimo@cox.
net.

Smith, Ricky (‘87) has served as Pas-
tor in three different states. He currently 
serves in Blakely, GA. He can be reached 
at 3785 County Road 13, Headland, AL 
36345; Ph: 334-693-5218 or 229-723-
3152; Email: rls1018@windstream.net.

Holder, Joseph (‘88) is serving as the 
Pastor of Trinity First Bapist Church in 
Waynesobro, MS. He can be reached at 
520 Boyles Rd, Waynesobro, MS 39367; 
Ph: 601-671-0635.

Perone, Robert (‘89) is currently serving 
as a bivocational Minister of Music at 
FBC Hastings. He is also the Director of 
Library Services at the Bradford County 
Public Library. He looks forward to see-
ing what God will do in his life and can 
be reached at PO Box 1337, Starke, FL 
32091; Ph: 904-964-5595 or 904-368-
3911; Email: gospelsinger42@yahoo.
com.

Grier, David (‘93) is serv-
ing as the Senior Pastor of 
El Bethel Baptist Church 
in Chancellor, AL. He 
can be reached at 9260 N. 

State Hwy 27, Chancellor, AL 36316; Ph: 
334-684-0543 or 334-684-9544; Email: 
pastordsg@yahoo.com.

Holmes, Wendell (‘93) is currently serv-
ing as Pastor of Pilgrim’s Rest (West) 
Baptist Church. He can be reached at 
6276 South State Hwy 103, Slocomb, AL 
36375; Ph: 334-886-3932; Email: holm-
es35@centurytel.net.

Bradley, Patricia (‘94) is serving as a 
Youth Minister in a local church and as 
a high school History teacher and Guid-
ance Counselor at a Christian School. 
She is earning her credentials to teach at 
the college level. She can be reached at 
108 Pats Place, Farmerville, LA 71241; 
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Austin, Allan (‘00) is serv-
ing as Senior Pastor of 
Trinity FWB Church in 
Greenville, NC. He can be 
reached at 1313 Jack Jones 

Rd, Winterville, NC 28590; Ph: 252-227-
3179 or 252-758-1000; Email: pastoral-
lan@trinityfwbchurch.org.

Luke, Kyle (‘00) and Cara (‘01) are serv-
ing the Lord in Tallahassee. Kyle is the 
Panhandle Area Administrator for the 
Florida Baptist Children’s Homes. They 
can be reached at 8216 Hunter’s Ridge 
Trail, Tallahassee, FL 32312; Ph: 334-
805-0558 or 850-766-5498; Email: kyle.
luke@fbchomes.org.

Odum, Joe and Leila (‘00) have recently 
graduated from the SBTS and moved to 
Ohio. They can be reached at 3960 Ro-
sette Dr, Grove City, OH 43123. Ph: 502-
693-7049; Email: joeleila@juno.com.

Boesch, Craig (‘01) is currently working 
as a Licensed Prof Counselor with Spec-
traCare. His wife Cheryl (‘03) is working 
as a Psychometrist with Child and Family 
Services. They can be reached at 600 Ear-
line Road, Dothan, AL 36305; Ph: 334-
797-6342; Email: cld4him@aol.com.

Ford, Greg (‘01) has been serving as the 
bi-vocational Pastor at Pine Hill Baptist 
Church in Cairo, GA for the past six years. 
He teaches Science and Social Studies at 
Malone School and is the head varsity 
softball coach. He and his wife Sarah have 
three children: Laney (8), Cooper (3), and 
Lilah (1). He can be reached at 5947 Bass-
wood Rd, Bascom, FL 32423; Ph: 850-
569-2036; Email: greg.ford@jcsb.org.

Joiner, Leslie Dianne (‘01) and her hus-
band Barry (‘02) are currently serving the 
Lord and can be reached at 6426 Otelia 
Circle, Jacksonville, FL 32210; Ph: 904-
908-4472; Email: bdjuly994@yahoo.com.

Jules, Patrick (‘01) is serving the Lord 
and  just graduated from NOBTS with an 
MDiv in Christian Education. He can be 
reached at 4705 NW 9th Dr, Plantation, 
FL 33317; Ph: 954-825-9084; Email: min-
istryleader@gmail.com.

Adams, Brant (‘03) and his family are cel-
ebrating the birth of their third child, Mad-
elise Lynn Adams in April 2009. He serves 
as Minister of Youth and Young Adults at 
Springdale Baptist Church in Dublin, GA. 
He can be reached at 512 Brookdale Dr, 
Dublin, GA 31021; Ph: 478-272-0818.

Egan, Jon (‘03) and wife Allison (‘06) are 
currently serving the Lord. Jon will start at 
Southwestern Seminary this fall, and Al-
lison will work there. They can be reached 
at 6267 Salem Circle Apt 323, Fort Worth, 
TX 76132; Ph: 682-224-0817; Email: 
egans03@hotmail.com.

Fullington, Henry (‘04) is the new Pastor at 
Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Bascom, FL. 
He can be reached at 850-569-5080.

Miller, John Ashley (‘05) is serving as stu-
dent pastor at Shoal Creek Baptist Church 
in Deatsville, AL. He can be reached at 250 
Atkin Hill Rd, Wetumpka, AL 36022; Ph: 
334-612-9745 or 334-569-2482; Email: 
ashley.miller@shoalcreekchurch.org.

Solomon, Daniel (‘05) can be reached at 
199 Canal Street, Leesburg, GA 31763; Ph: 
229-347-3858.

Buckley, Jamie (‘06) and her husband 
wish to announce the birth of their second 
child. Daniel Ray Buckley, Jr. was born 
on June 14, 2009. They can be reached at 
6505 Lake Joanna Circle, Panama City, 
FL 32404; Ph: 850-769-5031; Email: bpt-
girl06@yahoo.com.

Burroughs, William (‘06) has just started a 
church plant, Journey of the Word Church. 
They are watching God provide for their 
needs and hope to bring a lost generation 
back into fellowship with God. William 
can be reached at 14720 107th Ter, Ala-
chua, FL 32615; Ph: 386-853-0040 or 386-
853-0041; Email: my1daystar@hotmail.
com.

Fisher, Tim (‘06) can be reached at 548 
Hideaway Drive #2, Somerset, KY 42503; 
Ph: 606-521-2120; Email: christiantheist@
yahoo.com.

Harbison, Micah (‘06) and his wife Brandi 
are serving the Lord at 2nd Baptist Church 
of Union City, TN, where Micah is Minis-
ter to Students. They can be reached at Ph: 
731-446-6063.

Phipps, John (‘07) can be reached at 7245 
Racine Way, Raleigh, NC 27615; Ph: 919-
431-8974; Email: Phisherman2@gmail.
com.

Clements, Daniel (‘08) is serving as Stu-
dent Minister at West Side Baptist Church 
in El Dorado, AR. He can be reached at 
1001 Palm Dr, El Dorado, AR 71730; Ph: 
870-918-8488; Email: dclements@wsb-
church.org.

Hand, Hayley (‘08) can be reached at 1000 
Broward Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32218; 
Ph:904-607-8655; Email: thehandsthat-
serve@gmail.com.

Powell, Megan (‘08) and her husband Ste-
phen can be reached at 303 Stampley St, 
Vidalia, LA 71373.

Roberts, Yalanda (‘08) is serving in music 
ministry (piano) at New Symrna Assembly 
of God in Bonifay, FL. She can be reached 
at 3457 Peartree Lane, Bonifay, FL 32425; 
Ph: 850-547-9138; Email: yar63@hotmail.
com.

00

Our Deepest Condolences 
to...
. . .the  family and friends of 
Carol Jean Louis Dunn (‘63) 
who passed away in January, 
2009. 

. . .the family and friends of 
Gladys Inez Weatherford who 
passed away in June, 2009. She 
is survived by her husband, 
Claude Weatherford (‘72) who 
can be reached at 194 Choctaw 
St, Zwolle, AL 71486.

. . .the family and friends of Dr. 
J.D. Allen, longtime BCF Pro-
fessor, who  passed  away  on 
August 19, 2009.

Clements, Laura-Leigh (‘09) is currently 
doing ministry at her home church and us-
ing her talents in photography for families 
and special events. She can be reached 
at PO Box 251, Port St. Joe, FL, 32457; 
Ph: 850-814-0064; Email: lauraleighcle-
ments@yahoo.com.

BCF newlyweds Christopher Phillips 
(‘08) and Rebekah Fries Phillips (‘04) 
are currently serving in Lake City, FL.  
Chris is the Associate/Youth Pastor at 
First Baptist Church Lake City. They 
can be reached at 348 SW Baya Drive, 
Lake City, FL  32025; Ph: 386-365-5804; 
Email: chris@friesville.net or bekah@
friesville.net. 

Alumni and Friends: 
   Please join us for 
refreshments and a 
time of fellowship at 
the Florida Baptist 
Convention! Stop by 
the BCF booth for more 
info.



16 • ECHOES / Fall 2009


