Historic Meeting at BCF

The Trustees

of The
Baptist College of Florida (BCF)

serve Florida, Georgia, and
Alabama and will be the ﬁrst
such center in the SBC.
Faculty recognitions were
high on the agenda for the
trustees.
Board members
approved a recommendation
to name Dr. W. Wiley Richards
as Professor Emeritus and
Dr. Jerry E. Oswalt as Vice
President for Academic Affairs
Emeritus. The board welcomed
new faculty member, John
Thomas who will serve in the
area of Preaching and Pastoral
Work. A new professor of
Missions will be joining the
faculty in January 2007.
Citing
the
college’s
dependence upon our Lord, Florida Baptists,
and an army of volunteers, trustees approved
resolutions of appreciation for several
churches and associations across Florida and
the Southeast.
Trustees said
goodbye and thank you
to several members who attended their last
meeting of the board. Members receiving
special recognition were: Marcus Carraway of
Century, Ted Traylor of Pensacola, Bill Hild of
Sarasota, Tim Patterson of Jacksonville, Myles
Dowdy of Brandon, and Billye Dowdy (Pictured
at the Top with Dr. Thomas Kinchen) of High
Springs.
Two major construction projects
were approved by the board. Renovation of
two buildings in downtown Graceville will

met on October 12-13, 2006, for what college
President Thomas A. Kinchen described as “an
historic moment in the life of the school.”
An
Endowed Chair of Cooperative
Program Ministry was established by the
trustees. In his recommendation for the
action, Kinchen stated, “Such a chair will stand
as a constant reminder that the Cooperative
Program is not a ‘sacred cow,’ but it is an
extraordinary vehicle that our Lord has used in
‘Changing the World Through the Unchanging
Word.®” An initial gift of $250,000 was
placed in funding for the chair. The initial gift
represents one third of the $750,000 required
for full funding.
A Certiﬁcate in Pastoral
Leadership program was also
approved.
The program is
designed to educate and train
indigenous pastors in Brazil. As
a joint effort between BCF and
First Baptist Church of Hilliard,
Florida, the program will
involve college faculty, staff,
students, and trustees, as well
as the membership at Hilliard.
The certiﬁcate program comes
as the next step in an ongoing
partnership
between
the
Dr. Kinchen & Elthom Sa, Director of the International Affairs for the Brazilian
college and Hilliard’s pastor, Baptist Convention, sending a video greeting to Brazilian Pastors.
Dr. Richie Allen. Allen is an
alumnus of BCF, and he currently serves on its
add 20,000 square feet of space to college
board of trustees.
facilities. A new administrative ofﬁce building
Trustees approved the establishment of a
will be constructed on the front of the college
Regional Center for Bivocational Ministers
campus.
at BCF. The Southern Baptist Bivocational
Reports
were
received
concerning
Ministers Association and the college will
completion of construction on a new residence
cooperate to support, inform, and encourage
hall (pictured left) , conference room, and
bivocational ministers in the Southern Baptist
a recreational area at the campus lake.
Convention (SBC). Currently over one half of
Plans were shared for the construction of a
the congregations in the SBC are served by
Preaching and Pastoral Ministry Laboratory on
bivocational pastors. The center at BCF will
the campus.

FROM

The President

Dear Friends,
Welcome to a special issue of Echoes. For
sometime we have been
talking about a joint publication with The Florida
Baptist Witness. I am
delighted that we can
have this special issue.
As you read the stories
in this issue I hope that you will be able to experience the
energy, excitement and enthusiasm of what our Lord is
doing through your college. The Baptist College of Florida is an institution of the Florida Baptist Convention. Our
trustees are elected by the convention, and we receive
6.2% of the convention’s Cooperative Program budget.
When many colleges are separating from their conventions, the relationship between The Baptist College of
Florida and the Florida Baptist Convention is strong and
vibrant. We are tied together at the heart, the head, the
hands and the feet. Together we are moving forward.
Missionary zeal and evangelistic fervor are the foundational characteristics of your college. Faculty, staff,
students and trustees are working together to carry the
Good News of the Gospel literally around the world.
All programs at the College are molded by these overriding emphases. Strong internship and mentoring programs are a part of our programs of study. We learn
while we are doing, and we do more as we learn more.
Florida Baptists have a great institution for educating and training the folks who are “Changing the World
through the Unchanging Word.®” I need your help in
helping this work to grow. Many of our Florida students
are going out of state or to other institutions to receive
preparation for Christian service. I want to make sure
that they are informed about the programs at your college before they decide where they will go to study. I
need for each of you to serve as an ambassador for
your college. Share the word about the school with
prospective students, and share the names of prospective students with me! Together we can do more than
any of us can do alone. Thanks in advance for your help.

God Bless you,

“LET US PRAY...”

One of the bedrock fun- the lonely, and those who
damentals of the Baptist so desperately need a touch
College of Florida (BCF) is from the Lord. We pray for
that we pray! Not only do the convention, churches,
we pray, but we pray be- missionaries, communities,
lieving and seeking “His” the military and all of the
face and direction in ev- individuals in positions of
erything we do.
There was a
story told years
ago about Charles
Spurgeon who was
showing a visiting
couple around his
enormous church.
He showed them
the main sanctuary,
the ofﬁces and then
asked if they would
like to see the power room. Immediately they thought
he must be referring to a room with
a furnace, but they
didn’t want to be
rude and agreed to
see it. The man took
them to a small cha- Dr. Kinchen praying with BCF students.
pel upstairs where
people were gathered together to pray. This leadership. We pray for
was the “Power Room” of every test, every question,
the church designated as the and every person who has a
place where people came part in the lives of educating
throughout the day to pray. the men and women at BCF.
If you look for a BCF facThe faculty, staff, and
ulty member around 7:40 students at BCF would like to
in the morning, you’ll ﬁnd ask Florida Baptists to conus joined together in the tinue to pray for the school
“Power Room” for devo- that is owned and operated
tion and prayer. We begin by the Florida Baptist Conthe morning praying for the vention. Join us in praying
school, the staff, each stu- for our students, your childent, alumni, trustees, the dren, as they seek God’s
volunteers on campus, and direction in their lives and
each other. We gather to select the college to purpray for the lost, the sick, sue their educational goals.

Faculty Spotlight

<Dr. Kimberle Moon - Nominated as
Vice-Chair of the District Board of
Trustees for the Tallahassee Community College in Tallahassee, Florida.
>Prof. Ron Branning - Recognized for
25 years of service at Eastside Baptist
Church in Marianna, Florida.

<Dr. Mark Rathel - Selected to write a
series on Islam for the Florida Baptist
Witness and the guest speaker at the
State Board of Missions Conference.

>Dr. Buford Cox – Just completed a
two year term as the Education VicePresident of the Baptist Church Music
Conference.

<Dr. Tod Tanner – Established an
interactive website www.12113.com
emphasizing the philosophy behind
an effective student ministry through
healthy relationships.

Anytime, Anywhere
Distance Education...
As much as the staff and faculty love
the excitement that new faces and returning students bring to the beautiful campus
in Graceville, Florida, it is also exciting to
watch the tremendous growth of the online courses, extension programs, and Saturday classes. With the increasing need of
providing educational opportunities to students who are
unable to attend classes
on a traditional campus, The Baptist College of Florida (BCF)
has left no stone
unturned in searching for ways to meet
this growing need.
These men and
women include pastors,
administrators, student ministers, educators, staff members, and ac-

tive duty military who have a deep desire to complete their college education
but feel a strong commitment to remain
where the Lord has planted them. BCF
has implemented several degree completion programs by offering Saturday classes to students who have to work a regular weekday schedule; providing classes
online for distance education and deployed students; and establishing
extension centers in Pensacola,
Orlando and Jacksonville, Florida.
If you or someone you know
has been searching for an acdegree
affordable
credited,
program that could be completed online or through non-traditional means, contact the admissions ofﬁce at 800-328-2660 ext.
460 to obtain more information. BCF
is committed to training the called!

A-R-I-S-E, MY SOUL AWAKENS
From

With camouﬂaged shorts the worship event with the
the ﬁrst stan- and worn out jeans, com- assistance of six BCF stuza to the fainting echo pletely immersed in the dents. “The night of worof the last clap, Shane & things of God, Shane & Shane ship would not have been
Shane were LIVE in concert use their music to preach possible without the support
t h e of Brian Kretschman, Shauat The BapGospel na McCoy, Michael Stewart,
tist College
a n d Katrina Singletary, Lauren
of Florida
tell the Parnell, Tim Flowers, and
in
(BCF)
w o r l d their love for the Lord and
Graceville,
t h a t willingness to serve. The
Florida, on
J e s u s leadership of these six serSeptember
s a v e s . vants allowed a host of peo30th. Over
“ I ’ d ple to worship our Savior.”
thoua
Last year, BCF had the
like to
sand people gathered in the BCF think people are leaving privilege of sponsoring CastAssembly Center to hear our concerts and listening ing Crowns on campus and
the Gospel message pro- to our music with a deeper this year, Shane & Shane.
claimed through music and desire to seek after God,” With the sole purpose of
the personal testimony stated Shane Barnard. using these events as a tool
of two unlikely servants. “That is so much more for reaching young people
with the message
The Dove award
of Jesus Christ
nominated singer/songthrough the muwriter duo, Shane Barsic they relate
nard and Shane Everett,
to, Dr. Tanner
said they never planned
stated, “Whatto be professional musiever God leads
cians but God had bigus to pursue,
ger plans for their lives.
however we can
Barnard became a Chrisreach this genertian in high school and
ation for Him, we
went to college to study
F.
Tim
Tanner,
Dr.
K.,
Brain
S.,
Michael
R)
to
L
(Top,
want to be open
speech and communications. Everett was study- (Bottom, L to R) Katrina S., Lauren P., Shauna M. to His leadership
direction.”
and
ing business and ﬁnance
For more information
when, at 22 years old, the important to us than for
Lord saved him. As students them to purchase a CD.” about upcoming events at
In a sold out auditorium, The Baptist College of Flortogether at Texas A&M,
they stumbled onto a music Dr. Tod Tanner, Assistant ida, contact (850) 263-3261
ministry that God has used Professor of Christian Edu- or see the events listed at
to proclaim His message. cation at BCF, orchestrated www.baptistcollege.edu.

Richards and Oswalt
Named Emeriti

With the stroke of a pen

and
a unanimous vote, Dr. W. Wiley Richards
and Dr. Jerry Oswalt were granted the
ofﬁcial title and place of honor as “Emeriti.” These two men have served the
Lord and supported The Baptist College
of Florida (BCF) faithfully for a total of 49
years.
Dr. Richards, Professor Emeritus, came
to BCF in 1968 when the school was still
the Baptist Bible Institute.
He began teaching English, but eventually
taught in the areas of
Philosophy and Theology. He ofﬁcially
retired from full-time
teaching in 2002, but
has
continued to teach as an
adjunct professor when needed. In addition to authoring six books, serving in 44
interims, Richards has written more than
800 Sunday school lessons for the Florida
Baptist Witness.

Dr. Oswalt, Vice President for Academic Affairs Emeritus, was teaching at
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
in 1991 when he received a call from Dr.
Thomas Kinchen, President of The Baptist
College of Florida to
pray about coming to
BCF. Oswalt followed
the Lord’s leadership
and served as the Vice
President for Academic
Affairs and taught upper
level preaching courses for BCF until he
retired in December, 2005. Currently, Dr.
Oswalt is serving as pastor of Damascus
Baptist Church in Graceville, Florida.
There is no way to count the number
of lives that Dr. Richards and Dr. Oswalt
have touched throughout their years of
service to The Baptist College of Florida.
Their lives and commitment epitomize
the BCF registered trademark, “Changing the World Through the Unchanging
Word.®”
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Cookie T

At The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) when someone says
it’s cookie time, they’re not referring to Girl Scout cookies,
they’re talking about homemade cookies fresh from Ms. Ruth
Ann and Ms. Jan’s oven! Every semester cookies are provided
to the students living in the dorms just to give them a little
“taste of
h o m e ”
w h i l e
they’re
here
in
Graceville,
Florida
studying
for ministry. When
a s k e d ,
“Why
do
Ms. Ruth Ann, wife of Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, BCF President,
you do this and Ms. Jan Cunningham, Secretary at the Florida Baptist Hisevery se- torical Society were greeted by Greg Ford, Director of Stum e s t e r ? ” dent Services, and Christina Stroud, Suzanne Truncy, Dustin
Ms.
Ruth Malphurs, and Mark Brock, Resident Directors of the dorms.
Ann said, “It’s because we love them, and we remember
what it’s like to be away from home.”

This is not the ﬁrst
time that these two strong
women of faith have baked
cookies, provided a meal,
prayed for students, or offered a lending hand to the
men and women attending
classes at BCF. Just like
their husbands who believe
so deeply in what God is
doing at the college, Ms.
Kinchen and Ms. Cunningham are frequently seen
participating in activities
on campus and ministering
to the students at BCF.
Through the example of
Ms. Ruth Ann and Ms. Jan,
students see what Jesus
tried to teach His disciples
regarding service and giving to others. This labor of
love every semester will be
remembered, enjoyed, and
appreciated by the BCF students for years to come.

BCF Intern in Nairobi
For four months, Sarah
Sporer, Baptist College of
Florida (BCF) Senior has
participated in a teaching
internship with the West
Nairobi School (WNS) in Nairobi, Kenya. As a point of
reference, this is the area
made famous by Karen Blixen from Out of Africa.
The international school
where Sporer is completing her internship requirement for December 2006
graduation offers a dynamic
Christian education based
on American curriculum.
Nearly 170 students attend
the elementary and middle
schools with anticipated 912 grades opening by 2009.
There are approximately
40 full and part-time staff
members with the majority
of the teachers coming from
the United States.
While in Nairobi, Sara
has been working with the

fourth grade students, helping with intramural soccer and chapel services.

Through her involvement
with the Karen Community
Church, Sarah led in ministries such as going to orphanages and doing puppet
skits, playing soccer with
the children and helping to
feed children who live on
the streets. “I have learned
so much from being here,”
stated Sara. “The people
are awesome. They have so
little, and yet they are still

going out and doing missions to those who are less
fortunate.”
After ﬁnishing her internship and graduation, Sara
hopes to go to a translating
site to see how translation
is done. She is also hopeful
that she can meet the girl
she has been sponsoring for
the past two years through
World Vision.
Sara marvels at the
events leading up to the internship opportunity, knowing all along that it was
God who made the way for
her to go to Kenya. “I can
honestly say this has been
the best part of my college life,” stated Sara. “I
am so grateful to BCF, WNS,
Wycliffe, all of my supporters, and especially my parents. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart for this
opportunity; it is one I will
never forget!”

F
C
B Welcomes New

Faculty

Mr. John L. Thomas Jr.
has been identiﬁed as the
newest addition to the faculty at The Baptist College of
Florida (BCF) in Graceville,
Florida. Already establishing himself as a positive inﬂuence and inspiration to
the students, Thomas brings
a wealth of experience and
expertise to the classroom.
Selected for his knowledge, deep commitment to
higher education, and call
to the teaching profession,
Thomas brings a freshness
to the platform that energizes and
motivates
students.
“ J o h n
Thomas
brings a
love of our
Lord, His
word, and
His church
to the position of
teaching
preaching
and pastoral ministry,” stated Dr. Thomas
A. Kinchen, BCF President.
“As a graduate of BCF, he
can identify with our students in a unique way. I am
delighted to welcome him
to the faculty.”
A graduate of The Baptist College of Florida and
completing his Ph.D. in
preaching with New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary in 2007, Thomas has

served as an adjunct professor with BCF for the past
ﬁve years. With a deep desire to be used by God, he
is passionate about teaching
and brings an excitement
unparallel to the classroom.
An excellent preacher and
communicator, Thomas has
served as pastor of churches in Alabama, Kentucky,
and Florida, as well as held
leadership positions within
the association.
“My heart has been
here at The Baptist College of Florida since 1995,”
stated Thomas. “I’m just
excited
beyond words.”
Thomas and
wife Ann, also
a BCF alumnus,
have
three
sons,
Jonathan, Bobby,
and Sammy;
one daughterin-law, Triscia;
and a two year
old
granddaughter, Loralei.
Thomas was asked to
join the faculty at BCF because of the individual gifts,
talents, and call on his life.
The intense dedication and
love for the Lord and for students going into ministry is
what keeps the faculty and
staff at BCF one of the ﬁnest institutions that Southern Baptists has to offer.

Student
SPOTLIGHT

BCF sophomore, Christian
Counseling Major, Christy
McAlpin was crowned Miss
National Peanut Festival
at the Civic Center in Dothan, Alabama on Saturday
night, October 14. Christy
won the title over 48 other
contestants.

Alumni Updates...

pastor of Cedar Street
Baptist Church in Metter,
GA. Doug can be reached
Charles Litzell 011-226-20-90-51-98; by mail: 615 McClean
(70) has moved. email: nonglom@fasonet. Street, Metter, GA 30439;
His new address bf;
www.shattering phone: (912) 685-5845.
is: PO Box 28, Cedar Key, darkness.org.
James McGlothlin (98)
FL 32625; Phone: (386)
graduated
972-8219.
Steve Patton (92) has recently
joined the faculty of T. from Western Michigan
Fred Cooley (75) has Walter Brashier Graduate University with a MA in
just celebrated his 25th School, North Greenville philosophy. He is currently
Anniversary at Friendship University, SC. He will be pursuing doctoral studies
Baptist Church in St. teaching New Testament in philosophy at OSU
He
Petersburg, FL. He can and Preaching. Steve and in Columbus, OH.
be reached by mail: 4101 Lesa can be reached at 29 and his wife Cynthia are
74th Street North, St. Lantern Drive, Greer, SC involved in a new church
Petersburg, FL 33709; 29651; phone: (864) 877- start (northpointebaptist.
Email: gloth7@
phone: (727) 343-0573; 3644; email: spatton@ org).
yahoo.com.
email: fredandwenny@ ngu.edu.
aol.com.
R i c h a r d
Bob Hurley (93) is
(00)
and
Raymond (80) currently
serving
as
Bethany (00)
and
Hope Minister of Music at
announce
S h a n n o n Proctors Chapel Baptist Williamson
are
now
pastoring Church in Rocky Mount, the birth of their second
Cornerstone
Baptist NC. Bob and wife Gail child, Lydia Grace, born
Church
in
Fairview, may be reached by mail: June 16, 2006. They can
Alberta. They can be 2917 Old Wilson Road, be reached by email:
reached at Box 2643, Rocky Mount, NC; phone: randbwilliamson
Fairview, Alberta T0H 1L0 (252) 446-5282; email: @netzero.com.
Canada.
bnghurley@iglide.net.
Cozette
(03)
and
Leonard H. Hill (84) Ron (95) and Lisa Kinchen Ben Brown reside in
is going into full time (96) Potter have recently Jacksonville FL. Ben
evangelism after serving moved. They and their continues to pursue his
25 years as a full time three children Neal (age degree from BCF through
pastor. He can be reached 10), Brianna (age 8) and the Jacksonville center.
by phone: (205) 343-2297 Evan (age 7) live at 1158 Cozette and Ben both
in Tuscaloosa, AL. His Dodd Rd. Winter Park, teach at Cedar Creek
address is Leonard Hill FL 32792. Lisa has been Christian School. They had
Evangelistic Ministry, PO serving as pianist of a son, Samuel Michael,
Box 234, Duncanville, AL Goldenrod Baptist Church born Sept. 6, 2005. Sam
35456.
in Winter Park for the joins big sister Isabel who
past 6.5 years. Email: is 3 years old. Cozette
L y n n momgonemad1@yahoo. and Ben can be reached
by mail at: 7138 Dade
Kennedy (92) com.
Road, Jacksonville, FL
Missionary/
Founder of “SHATTERING Doug Gibson (97) has 32254; Phone: (904) 378DARKNESS, INC” Phone: been called to serve as 3007; email: pstrben@

70

80
In September, Chaplain Pete Keough, BCF Alumnus
stationed in Baghdad, led his Command Sergeant
Major to Christ and Baptized him!

90

EMERGE

What a strange
name for a conference for worship
leaders, worship bands, and
praise teams! What does EMERGE
mean?
“That is a great question,”
says Dr. Don Odom, Chair of the
Division Music at The Baptist
College of Florida (BCF) and
coordinator of this exciting
conference. EMERGE is a word
that represents where so many
of our churches are in their
worship ministries. The Baptist
College of Florida is committed
to providing resources and training for churches who
want to develop emerging worship ministries.
Dr. Odom along with Daniel Morris, worship
leader at Westside Baptist Church in Gainesville, and
Stephen Wolgamott, worship leader at FBC Ashford,
AL, have put together a conference for
every member of the worship team at
a cost that any church or worship team
member can afford. At $15.00 per person
OR $75.00 per church, the price just
cannot be beat.
PRACTICAL. The topics and ideas that
Odom and the other conference leaders
plan to share are designed to meet the
practical needs of the local churches.
For example, what do I do with a
drummer and a piano player? How do I
get my bass player to play what I want?
Should the keyboard player play what
the piano player plays? How can I use
my organist in contemporary worship
music? What do I tell my singers about
style and microphone technique? How can I get the

00

bellsouth.net.
Tommy (04) and Cheryl
(04) Smith have moved
to Alachua, FL. Tommy
currently serves as pastor
of Santa Fe Baptist
Church in Alachua, FL and
Cheryl works in the Office
of Student Employment
at the UF. The Smiths
can be reached by mail:
PO Box 1342, Alachua, FL
32616. Tommy by phone:
(352) 316-0509; email:
santafebaptist@alltel.net
or ntimagator@hotmail.
com. Cheryl by phone:
(904) 769-4849; email:
cesmith@ufl.edu.
Jay Mudd (06) can be
reached at his new
address of 1590 County
Road 144, Alvin, TX
77511; Phone: (281) 5850350.
Corrections
Gerald Sykes (72) is
serving as pastor of
Central Baptist Church,
Opelika, AL. Phone: (334)
749-9529 or at the church
(334) 745-2482.
Deaths
Colbert Edward Mears (91)
passed away on June 13,
2005. His wife, Barbara,
may be contacted by mail
at: 405 Chowan Trail,
Edenton, NC 27932.

Stay in Touch:

To update your alumni
information contact alumni
@baptistcollege.edu or call
800.328.2660 (ext. 446)

“sound” to always be right? I don’t know which visual
presentation software to use in worship. Which one is
best for my church? Why do my guitars always sound
out of tune? What is the best way to monitory my
worship team? How can I teach my team to modulate
TOGETHER and to make transitions smooth?
These questions and many others are common
frustrations that all teams face.
But there are answers and EMERGE
is designed to provide answers to
these practical questions.
EMERGE will also include
4 worship times designed to
encourage worship teams to be
creative in their planning and
execution of worship music.
But more important than that,
the worship times have been
planned to challenge worship
leaders and team members
to make a commitment to
continue to grow and become
more proficient at every
worship event.
So who should attend this conference? Worship
leaders, pianists, keyboard players, bass players,
drummers, acoustic and electric guitar players, sound
operators, visual media operators and technicians,
singers and anybody who is on the worship team.
There will be experienced and inexperienced classes
provided for team members.
Join us at EMERGE Friday and Saturday,
March 9-10, 2007 at Westside Baptist Church in
Gainesville, FL for an exciting time of worship and
sharing. For further information and to REGISTER
your worship team, contact Dr. Don Odom at
drodom@baptistcollege.edu or 850-263-3261 ext.
438 or 427.

