Trustee Report:
Distance Ed flourishes
The Distance Education Program at
the Baptist College of Florida (BCF) now
represents approximately twenty percent
of the total student population, according
to a report to trustees.
BCF trustees met in regular session
May 4-5 on the college’s Graceville campus. President Thomas A. Kinchen
applauded the distance education program
for its continued growth and unique delivery in reaching this all-time high.
The college operates extension sites in
Pensacola, Orlando, and Jacksonville, as
well as offering courses via the on-line
campus. According to Kinchen, many of
the students who participate in these programs would not otherwise be able to
relocate to Graceville to take the college
courses.
“Through the mixture of face-to-face
instruction, interactive television and online delivery our program of distance education is absolutely essential to the overall
purpose of the institution,” explains
Kinchen. “Through this system we can
offer top quality educational opportunities
to individuals wherever they are located.”
“Currently our courses are available to
any of our students, anywhere, anytime.
We must continue to provide training
opportunities on an ever expanding scale
if we are going to ‘Change the World
through the Unchanging Word®.’”
Kinchen also reports preliminary talks
seeking to expand the central Florida site
now operated out of First Baptist Church
of Orlando. Among the distance sites,
Orlando has consistently produced the
greatest number of students.
Back on the main campus construction
continues to flourish with building projects completed and on the horizon.
Among those completed are two new
Shepherds’ Cottages, the J.W. and Joyce
Lee Residence for Visiting Scholars, renovation of the Pine Park Church in
Heritage Village, renovation of the lobby
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of Graceville Hall, and the start on a new
residence hall.
Lakeview Apartments, which serve as
housing for married students, are also
scheduled for renovation, with the first of
42 completed.
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Kinchen thanked volunteers from
Friendship Baptist Church in Tallahassee,
BUDD Builders of Missouri, and
Harmony Association in Chiefland for
completing much of the work and saving
the college thousands of dollars in construction costs.
The report included a list of building
needs totaling over $7.3 million still on
the slate. Greatest among these include:
• Music building housing recital hall,
classrooms, offices and support areas$1.2 mil
• Classroom building housing eight classrooms and offices- $1.2 mil
• Retrofit 42 apartments at $30,000 each$1.26 mil
• Six residence halls at $150,000 each$900,000
“Our buildings are getting older;
therefore, repair and maintenance is
increasing. However, we are gaining
ground,” Kinchen reported. “The campus
looks better than it has in a long time. As
we are able to raise the funding we will
continue in the building and renovation
process.”
In other business trustees:
• Approved a $6,881,892 operating
budget for 2006-07. This represents a
$23,648 decrease from the previous year.
• Approved an increase of $10 per hour
in student tuition.
• Recognized passing of long-time BCF
employee and alumnus Phil Draayom.
Draayom was responsible for many of the
campus improvements during his tenure
as director of physical plant.
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Statement of Mission
The purpose of The Baptist
College of Florida shall be to
promote, provide for, operate
and control a program of education and training for ministers
and other religious workers.
The college shall operate as a
coeducational, post-secondary
institution awarding associate
and baccalaureate degrees in
the fields of theology, Christian
education, church music,
Christian counseling, leadership
and education.

From The President

The Lord’s
Blessings
Dear Friends,
As I sit to write to you, I have just completed a review of
the mission work of our college family over the last few
months as well as the projections for the summer. Also,
I have been reviewing the work done at the college by the various groups of volunteers. In addition I have been reflecting on many of those who graduated recently. As
a friend of mine was prone to say, “I’ve just been sittin and thinkin for a while.” This
is always a good exercise and never a waste of time. Because when I sit and think I
cannot help but see the hand of our Lord as He blesses in my life as well as that of
this great school.
The graduation of our first missions major is truly a milestone. The twin heartbeats of
this school are missions and evangelism. They are interwoven and cannot be separated in who we are and what we don The exciting part is that this graduate is merely
the first in what I am convinced will be a long line of folks who will receive this
degree and use it in “Changing the World through the Unchanging Word.®”
Not all missionaries are commissioned to serve in some exotic place on the other side
of the globe. Many are commissioned to serve in an exotic place called Graceville,
Florida. They come in the form of volunteers who work for a day, a weekend, a week,
a month, or for several months. They come in all sizes, races, ages, sexes and degrees
of expertise. But they come with the commonality of a deep commitment to Christ
and a love for The Baptist College of Florida. As the recipient of their mission zeal I
am so very grateful, and I pray that their tribe will grow.
Recently we hosted the State Board of Missions of the Florida Baptist Convention for
a dinner and worship service. Representatives of our students, alumni, faculty and
staff served an wonderful meal, and our Male Chorale provided a fantastic concert. I
am so grateful to serve in a place where everyone is willing to pitch in and do what
is necessary, when it is necessary to do the greater work of our Lord. The Baptist
College of Florida is certainly in a class by itself when it comes to genuine Christian
servants educating and training other genuine Christian servants.
The dedication service for the R.G. Lee Chapel represents the culmination of a great
deal of hard work and sacrificial giving by many folks. This symbol of our reason for
being is the centerpiece of our campus and the center of my heart as an unexcelled
place for worship.
Please take the time to read all of this issue of Echoes. It really represents this great
school in a fine way. Also, join me in prayer for Mary Draayom and her family as we
all continue to adjust to life without Phil in our presence. He was a great servant,
friend and brother; and he is missed.
As always it is a great privilege to work and walk with you in the joy of our journey
with our Lord.
God Bless You,
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Volunteers Improve Campus,
Give $125,000 In Free Labor
olunteer groups at The Baptist
College of Florida have provided
over $125,000 in free construction labor so far this year, with more aid on
the way.
The groups are as varied as the projects
they build, coming from all over the
United States and all walks of life to lend
a hand. The 42-member BUDD Builders
made the trip to rural northwest Florida
from Missouri in January of this year.
During their three month stay they
completed two new homes in the
Shepherds’ Cottages development, as well
as a host of other projects.
Volunteers from Harmony Association
in central Florida followed, completely
removing and renovating the interior of an
apartment in the Lakeview Apartment
complex. The apartments provide housing

V
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for married students, and are in need of
much repair. The remodeling project
included replacement of sheetrock, electrical, plumbing and air
conditioning for the
unit.
M o r e
recently,
the college
was
the
proud host
to a Florida
Campers
on Mission
( C O M )
g r o u p .
COM is a national volunteer organization
whose members travel the country in RV

campers to offer their volunteer services.
Partly funded by the Southern Baptist
Convention, the stop at the Graceville college
was
not the first
by memFlorida Camper
bers of the
On Mission Pat
organizaCarlisle, left,
tion.
trades his paint“God
brush for cliphas blessed
pers to give a
us beyond
quick haircut.
measure.
The recipient,
Mike McConnell
We’re rich,
is a freshman
but
we
from Arcadia,
don’t have
Florida.
m u c h
money,”
explained COM Clara Mae Guthrie, a 75year-old retired church secretary of 21

years. “All this construction is a witness.
We’re servants with a testimony.”
The nine member group hung, finished,
and painted sheetrock for a new conference room to be located in the Student
Center. In addition, they painted the exterior of McRae-Morrow Hall which houses
the college’s elementary education department.
First Baptist Church of Orlando will
gather a group from teenagers to seniors,
for their own construction effort later this
summer. As part of a continuing relationship between the church and BCF, the
church group, led by Associate Pastor Bill
Mitchell, will make their fifth summer trip
to the college.
The laundry list of work the group will
complete is long, including bringing near
completion a new residence hall already
under construction. Work will include
installing insulation, windows, and doors
in a new residence hall, hanging and finishing sheetrock, and completing the exterior short of laying the brick.
The partnership was birthed out of a
relationship between BCF President Dr.
Thomas A. Kinchen, FBC Orlando Pastor
Emeritus Dr. Jim Henry and Chamberlain
Foundation
President
Dr.
Peter
Chamberlain.
“The friendships forged during these
working trips last a lifetime,” comments
Kinchen of the volunteer groups. “Only
our Lord knows and history will reveal the
Kingdom impact of these unselfish servants.”
“We simply could not do all that is
required without their help,” he concludes.
Other work to be completed by the
group includes: repair and refurbish
Brackin-Chandler Hall, a female residence
hall, continue the refurbishing of
Lakeview Apartments, complete the new
conference room in the Student Center,
and the installation of new windows in the
1890 vintage Pine Park Church at Heritage
Village.
For more information about how your
group can volunteer at BCF, contact the
Office of the President at (800) 328-2660,
ext.
446
or
e-mail
lltice@baptistcollege.edu.

New Housing
Underway
The BCF campus is growing, and with it comes the need for
more housing. Volunteer groups are assisting in this effort.
Housing for single students reached capacity in the fall of 2004
and has remained steady since. As a temporary fix the college’s
Southwest
Apartments, previously used for married student housing, were converted to house singles in that same
semester. The
apartments are
located just next
door to the current
female residence
halls.
Even with these adjustments, placing every student continues to
be a snug fit. “We’ve never had to turn anyone away, but it gets
close,” commented Rosie Strickland, who coordinates housing
through the office of student services.
A total of 150 singles were housed on campus during the spring
2006 semester including 68 males and 82 females.
To alleviate this
crunch on
resources, a small
scale residence
hall is currently
under construction
by volunteers.
Located in the
heart of current
student housing
just behind
Brackin-Chandler
Hall, the structure
will house twelve singles in six rooms. The facility may be used as a
male or female residence hall, as needed each semester.
Volunteers are also hard at work improving married student housing in Lakeview Apartments located just off Sanders Avenue. This
long anticipated renovation is the first extensive renovation of its
kind since the apartments were built in the 1960’s and 70’s.
Workers will gut the interior of each apartment, including new
electrical wiring, plumbing, air conditioning, and new sheetrock.
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R.G. Lee Chapel

Dedication
New Look, Same Purpose

Dr. John Sullivan, executive directortreasurer of the Florida Baptist
Convention, called The Baptist College
of Florida’s (BCF) newly renovated R.G.
Lee Chapel, “a symbol of faith” during
the May 5 re-dedication service.
“This building becomes not only a
good place to worship, it becomes a symbol of all [BCF is] about,” expounded the
leader.
The remodeled chapel stands as a
reminder to the students, faculty, administration, and staff of BCF to continue in
the legacy of seeking Jesus Christ first
and taking the gospel to the world, said
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Sullivan.
A long time friend of
While the
the college, known then as
college and
Baptist Bible Institute, Lee felt
the beginnings
a renewed burden for developof
legacy
ing a chapel on the college’s
Sullivan cites
campus. He led the effort to
was still in its
raise the funds for the proposed
founding, it
chapel, with his own church
was on the
donating $50,000 to the cause.
same grassy
His efforts came to fruition in
Sullivan
expanse
of
1959 when the chapel was dedcampus that in 1954 R.G. Lee, revered icated for the first time.
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in
In this modern re-dedication service
Memphis, Tennessee, preached a revival BCF President Thomas A. Kinchen paid
under a tent erected to hold 1,200.
homage to Lee, holding his tattered small

brown Bible in his left hand as he
addressed the crowd.
“Today we’ve come to a juncture
that’s focused on a building that’s been
much to the life of the institution. These
improvements were a long time coming,”
he said in an impassioned address to a
gathering of college trustees, faculty in
full regalia, students and friends.
“We’re not here to dedicate the work
of skilled craftsmen; our prayer is that the
symbol that stands here will merely be a
shadow and representation of what has
happened in the heart of the church,” concluded Kinchen. “God indeed still dwells
with men on earth. We will celebrate Him
here.”
The project on the college’s Graceville
campus totaled $750,000 in major renovation over two years. A major portion of
the venture included the transformation of
the exterior of the structure.
Once white sand block, the outer surface is now faced with red brick and high-

lighted by majestic front columns and a tion.
new steeple fixed atop the center of the
The interior was also expanded, probuilding.
viding space
The front
for a larger
entrance is
foyer
and
“This building becomes
flanked by a
new
restnot only a good place to
collection of
rooms.
D r .
old fashioned
worship,
it
becomes
a
C r a i g
lamp posts
Conner,
surrounding
symbol of all [BCF] is
trustee chairthe structure
about.”
man
and
in a befitting
BCF alumgentle glow
Dr. John Sullivan
nus, said that
each night.
Executive Director-Treasurer
the chapel
The old
Florida
Baptist
Convention
represents
steeple,
the heart and
removed as a
soul of the
first step of
the project, was donated to New Hope college.
Missionary Baptist Church in Two Egg, “The word of God was always honored
Florida, where it adorns their new sanctu- here at BCF. My life was impacted by
ary. The new steeple is smaller based, but what I heard and saw. We should celetaller in height and moved to the center of brate the God-given strengths of the colthe structure from its previous side loca- lege,” he concluded.

Left: Commemorative gold coins featuring the chapel
and the college seal were given to those in attendance
at the re-dedication service. Pictured left, BCF
Director of Development Kyle Luke gives a coin to his
son, Garet.
Inset: BCF President Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen leads a
dedication prayer for the newly renovated R.G. Lee
Chapel while holding a tattered Bible used by the
chapel’s namesake. Lee, now deceased, was the
revered pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphis, Tennessee and preached a revival under a
tent at the chapel’s present location more than fifty
years ago.
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BCF
Awards
First
Missions
Degree
T

The Baptist College of Florida (BCF) awarded its
first missions degree during the May 12 commence-

ment ceremony where 60 students bid farewell their alma
mater.
Boasting a slogan like “Changing the World through the
Unchanging Word®,” it is no surprise that the Graceville
college places great emphasis on missions.
While the college has sponsored mission activities nearly
since its inception, administrators stepped up that commitment in 2003 with the addition of the missions major.
Mindy Nettles is the first to complete the degree program,
graduating with cum laude honors. She said the program
gave her a new perspective on missions. “I always thought I
had to go to Africa, but that’s not what missions is,” explains
the new graduate. “Missions is going and sharing.”
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BCF was not a natural choice for the
Hilliard native, who says she shied away
from the college because she did not want to
follow in her sister, Tara’s, footsteps. Tara
graduated from BCF in 2003, one year
before Mindy began looking for a missions
degree.
“I didn’t want to come [to BCF] just
because my sister did,” told the independent
Nettles who says she isn’t much of a follower. “I just e-mailed [BCF] to say I did it,
to mark it off my list. I didn’t think [BCF]
had a missions major so I thought I’d be off
the hook,” she explained with a contagious
smile.
God had other plans for the then college
sophomore, who had attended St.
Augustine’s Flagler College for two years.
She received a quick reply from BCF’s
admissions
office that the
college would
offer a missions major the
next semester.
She was surprised,
and
knew God had
given her a
clear direction.
Looking
back, Nettles
knows
she
made the right
choice and is
grateful for the
education that,
she explains,
has prepared
her to minister to people of all cultures. “It
was really challenging for me . . . and truly
made me think of missions in a different
light,” she tells.

Nettles says her mission field is as close
as her back door, and plans to work in a
shelter or inner-city missions work just
down the road in Panama City Beach.
Flashing a beaming smile and a twinkle in
her eye she concludes, “After that, the
future’s wide open.”
Nettles was joined by fifty percent of the
spring class whose gold honor stoles dotted
the sea of black robes during the mid-day
ceremony. In his customary address,
President Thomas A. Kinchen encouraged
the group to “be heroes of the faith.”
“I’m convinced I have a better chance of
finding the heroes of the faith in the
rearview mirror behind me than on the horizon in front of me,” he said to a packed
house of family and friends.
“Start with where you are . . . and go

Two new BCF faculty members signed
the college’s articles of faith. Julie Knowles,
associate professor of English, and James
Newell, associate professor of Old
Testament and Hebrew, added their names
to the roster of those in faculty service at
BCF who have all affirmed the college’s
conservative theological position.

Group Picture Above: Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen
bestowed 60 degrees on 58 graduates during
the commencement ceremony at The Baptist
College of Florida. Participating in the Friday,
May 12 ceremony are, from left, front row:
Class marshall LeeAnn Canterbury, Dr.
Thomas A. Kinchen, Doricarla Zarahn,
Chelsea Sawyer, Lydia Alldredge, Cassandra
Bulko, Elizabeth Lewis, Ashley Carroll, Donna
Gove, Shauna McCoy, Sarah Mize, Brandi
Bishop, Michelle England, Anna
Johnson, Amanda Mark, Sarah
Lanier, Danielle Hanks, Jamie
Christian Education
Buckley, Sarah Weber, Dr. R.C.
graduate Amanda
Hammack, and class marshall
Mark sheds tears as
Shea Williams. Second row:
she opens a graduation
Shanna Prine, Erika Holt, Willie
present from former
Parker, James Kerr, Walter Allen,
classmate Rebekah
Gregory Granger, Jeffery Hagan,
Fries. Fries, now a
Mark Malcolm, Scott Magdalein,
journeyman with the
Yves-Mahri Paul, Joseph Hanks,
IMB in Africa, sent the
Daniel Alvers, Jayson Kirk, Mindy
special “Friends” picNettles, and Erica Magdalein.
ture frame by her parThird row: Timothy Fisher,
ents. The frame held a
Michael Spooner, Willie Powell,
photo of the duo and a
Stephen Wolgamott, Philip Mark,
recorded audio mesKeith Griffin, Jonathan Ayers,
sage for her pal.
James Harman, Christopher Bell,
Clay Buckner, Gabriel Mudd,
Andrew Stallworth, Ray Carr,
when God says go,” he continues.
Israel Prine, James Mudd, Jonathan Peyton,
“Thousands and even millions will walk Wesly Wilkerson, Robert Zarahn, Shu Wong,
with you because you have been a hero of Daniel Kendall, Robert Ur, Michael Dawson,
the faith.”
and Zeb Cook.
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Imitators
The aroma of freshly brewed specialty coffee
drifts through the air and sounds of fingers tapping
against the keyboard of laptop computers, distant
conversation, and a faint steady beat of music
escaping from headphones is heard all around.
In the back corner of the King’s Cup coffee shop nestled in the student center on the
campus of The Baptist College of Florida
(BCF) sits a group of students and close
friends listening to a song of their own as
they brainstorm the next creative skit for
their Imitators drama group.
The Imitators, a group of 14 BCF students, regularly travel around Florida,
Georgia, and Alabama sharing relevant dramas, but this summer they will step outside
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the tri-state box to touch the lives of youth
in Massachusetts.
The two-week road trip will lead the
group to four churches where they will present a message through drama in evening
services. The skits focus on up close and
personal topics like sex, drugs and dealing
with friends, explains co-founder Robbie
Christy.
“We try to bring relevant dramas,” he
says. “It’s their life up there so it gets their

attention.” “We don’t want to go just to
entertain,” he continues. “Obviously that’s
part of it, but that’s not the main point.”
In fact, the group takes their ministry
very seriously, beginning each semester
with a 24-hour fast where international student Michelle Emmering explains they simply pray, “It’s yours God, whatever you
want.”
Emmering, who came to BCF from
Germany in 2004, founded the Imitators in
the fall of 2005 with the help of Christy.
Both had a heart for reaching youth about
the tough issues of growing up and dealing
with faith. After much prayer, the duo says
it “all kind of fell into place.”
The diverse group represents nearly
every major at BCF. While few have formal
drama training, “I was in a play in high
school,” Christy jokingly interjects,” their
ministry is flourishing.
Diligent weekly practices and much
prayer well prepared the group for the whirl
wind of weekly mid-week ministry at local
churches and twice monthly weekend-long

Student drama ministry points youth to imitate Christ
ministry around the tri-state area where they
hold lock-ins and lead weekend camps and
popular Disciple Now events.
“They showed the true passion of Christ
and each one you could tell was changed by
Christ,” said Paul Whitfield, youth pastor at
New Life Baptist Church in Milton where
the group ministered earlier this year. “My
kids were definitely, powerfully, impacted. I
had kids crying,” he told.
The Imitators also ministered at Hogan
Baptist Church in Jacksonville where they
led a youth service on Saturday night, and
the Sunday morning worship service. “They
were awesome and our people received
them so well,” said Pastor Dr. Jerry T.
Brown. “Sunday morning they had the
whole service and our church just loved
them. They were one of the best groups
we’ve ever had in.”
The group attributes their impact to
God’s grace and their insistence on getting
in the face and one-on-one with youth at
events about real issues they face every day.
“After the lights go down our first line of

every service is ‘We pray that the only acting that will be going on tonight is on the
stage,’” explains Christy. “We just challenge [the youth] to
be real about their
faith.”
C i t i n g
Ephesians 5:1 as
their
namesake,
they say that the
challenge to be imitators
of
God
applies to their own
lives and they try to
impart that truth to
the youth who gather for the dramatic
events.
“That challenge
is not only at the
services and at
church, not just on
the weekend, but
throughout the week . . . we simply challenge the youth to be imitators of Christ,”

he concludes.
Back at BCF the group still sits in the
coffee shop where conversation takes on a
life of it’s own as members feed off of each
other’s
ideas.
The
exchange is wacky and
fun, but underneath the
laughter,
everyone
involved realizes the
gravity of the lives that
are touched and the end
result is always the same
. . . a challenge to youth
to be imitators of Christ.
BCF will send out 66
missionaries in total this
summer for ministry in
twelve states and fourteen countries.
For more information
about the Imitators, contact Robbie Christy at
(904) 434-5093 or visit:
www.imitatorslive.com.
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Campus News

tidbits
57 Summer Missionaries Commissioned

Missions is both frustrating and
satisfying, but “what a joy,” The
Baptist College of Florida Associate
Professor of Evangelism and
Missions Robin Jumper told summer missionaries in the college’s
spring commissioning service.
In total, fifty-seven summer
missionaries were commissioned
for service through college sponsored trips, individual, church, and
parachurch organizations.
The service culminated a threeday Student Missions Week in

which students reported on previous mission trips to Russia, India,
Africa, Mississippi, Miami, New
York, and South Carolina and
looked forward to summer team
trips to Brazil and Virginia and individual projects from Florida to
Australia.
Jumper, who also serves as the
Dean of Faculty and Chair of the
Theology Division, delivered the
commissioning
challenge.
Following the challenge, the group
made their way to the front of the

R.G. Lee Chapel where they were
sent out with prayers from several
BCF professors.
BCF’s summer missionaries are
serving through college sponsored
trips as well as other organizations
including: North American Mission
Board,
International
Mission
Board, Florida Baptist Convention,
Baptist Campus Ministries, Student
Life,
Innovators,
Imitators,
Christian Surfers, World Changers,
LifeWay, and numerous local
churches.

BCF Hosts Florida
State Board of
Mission Dinner
BCF was host to a recent dinner for Florida’s
State Board of Missions. The May 18 dinner was
held in conjunction with the board’s quarterly
meeting, located this year at Blue Springs Baptist
Conference Center in nearby Marianna.
Over thirty faculty, staff and students pitched
in to serve dinner for the group of 135 guests.
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Campus News

tidbits
New Look on
Campus
The BCF campus is changing every day.
New construction and rennovation to
existing buildings is ongoing. Below are
a few snapshots of the new campus
look. Come visit for a better view! From
Top: Commons Area, Graceville Hall and
Chapel, new church at Heritage Village.

Sr. Project Benefits
Troubled Youth

The Baptist College of Florida’s spring graduating
class made a donation that will reach troubled youth,
by bringing them the gospel that could change their
lives forever.
The senior class donated $650 to the Graceville
Vocational Youth Center (GVYC) to purchase Bibles for
the youth who live at the program. The donation was
chosen by the class as their senior project, an annual
tradition to leave a positive reminder in the college and
community they have called home during their college
years.
“We just wanted to give something back, and so
many students are involved at GVYC that it seemed
like a perfect choice,” explained senior Liz Lewis.
BCF and GVYC, a residential program where troubled youth learn skills to ease their integration back
into society, have an ongoing relationship. Students
and alumni, like Lewis, are employed at the center
while others volunteer their time, or participate in
internship and class assigned work at the program.
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People & Events

alumninews
Stay in

TOUCH
with fellow alumni

1970’s
Gerald Sykes (72)
is serving as pastor
of Central Baptist
Church, Opelika,
AL. He can be
reached by phone at
home (334) 7499539 or at the
church (334) 7452482.

1980’s
Leonard Hill (84)
is serving at
Airview Baptist
Church, 3205 Old
Opelika Rd,
Opelika, AL 36801,
(334) 745-7226
Stephen Lammons
(88) may be reached
at 48 Donna Lane,
Columbus, MS
39702, (662) 2515865; Email:
stevelammons@
mzbc.info

Chris Turner (89)
is serving as
Minister of Youth,
at First Baptist
Church Panama
City Beach, FL and
can be reached at
204 Cobb Road,
Panama City Beach,
FL 32413; (850)
234-0488; Email:
fbcpcb@knology.net

1990’s
Jeffrey (91) &
Eldean (91)
Hagans can be
reached at 1038
Dunham Street SE,
Palm Bay, FL
32909; (321) 7245328; Email:
music@
centralbaptist.net
Michael Young
(92) is planting a
new church in
Rosemary Beach.
He may be reached
at 254 South

County Hwy 393
#8, Santa Rosa
Beach, FL 32459
Richard
Dominguez (94)
can be reached at
9412 Star Gazer
Lane Riverview,
Florida 33569;
(813) 741-3872;
Email:
messenger33569@
peoplepc.com. He is
the pastor of
Causeway Baptist
Church in Tampa,
Florida
Olmes Corrales
(94) can be reached
at 2610 Sunrise
Ridge Lane,
Jacksonville, FL
32211, (904) 7454684;
OCorrale@fccj.edu
Steve Loy (96) is
currently serving as
Youth & Young

Adult Pastor at
Terry Parker Baptist
Church. Leah works
at the Florida
Baptist Convention
as Secretary to
Cindy Goodwin.
The Loy’s can be
reached at 7024
Merrill Road,
Jacksonville, FL
32277;
staff@tbc.org
Jennifer
(MacDonald) Otts
(96) and her husband, James
announce the birth
of their son, Austin,
born on May 8,
2005. He joins big
sister, Emily Grace,
who is 2.
Jennifer is a 6th
grade teacher at
Cornerstone
Christian School.
Jennifer can be
reached at 135
Brantley Lake Rd,

Maylene, AL
35114;
jenn_james_otts@
yahoo.com.
Pam Carter (97)
can be reached at
11805 SW 83rd
Drive, Lake Butler,
FL 32054-1725;
(386) 496-3074

2000’s
Brad Hughes (00)
received a Master of
Divinity in Worship
from The Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary in
Louisville, KY in
the spring commencement ceremony. Hughes plans to
hit the campaign
trail in an election
bid for U.S.
Congress representing Georgia’s 2nd
congressional district. He may be
reached through his

New Alumni Office!
The President’s Office is your new
contact for alumni affairs.
Call: (800) 328-2660, ext. 446
E-mail: alumni@baptistcollege.edu
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alumninews
website at
www.hughesfor
congress.net.
Joel (01) and
Tiffany (03) Davis
currently live in
Wake Forest, NC.
Joel is a student at
SEBTS, and is pursuing a Master of
Arts in Church
Music/
Composition. They
announce the birth
of their second
child, Joseph Eli
Davis, on February
14, 2006. Eli is the
baby brother to
Sophia Grace
Davis, who was
born September 4,
2004. Joel and
Tiffany may be
reached by mail at
1026 Thornrose
Way, Wake Forest,
NC 27587, by
phone at 919-5625209, or email to
tiffydavis@
hotmail.com or
joedavy3@
hotmail.com.
Tommy (02) and
Erin Crisp (03)
Duke announce the
birth of their first
child, Thomas Gary
Duke, III. Thomas
was born December
28 weighing 9 lbs.,
1 oz. and 18.5 inches long. Tommy is
also a spring graduate of The Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary in
Louisville, KY with
a Master of Divinity
in Biblical and
Theological Studies.
He is currently serving as pastor of
Sovereign Grace
Baptist Church in
Scottsburg, IN. The
Dukes may be
reached by email at
tetduke@yahoo.
com.

Jay Todd (02) graduated from SEBTS
with a Master of
Divinity with
Advanced Biblical
Studies in May
2006 and will begin
the PhD program at
SEBTS in the fall of
2006. He and wife,
Christina (01),
announce the birth
of their 2nd daughter, Lily Joy, born
on March 23, 2006.
They may be
reached by e-mail at
jctodd02@integrity.com or by mail at
1113 Thornrose
Way, Wake Forest,
NC 27587.
Shon Brackin (03)
is currently serving
as Minister of
Music at Northside
Baptist Church, in
Columbus, GA. He
can be reached at
3702 Cascade Way,
Phoenix City,
Alabama, 36867;
(334) 298-0836;
shonbrackin@earthlink.net

Deaths
Rev. Harold F.
Smith (65) passed
away April 19,
2006. He was 92
years of age. You
may contact his
wife Mrs. Marie
Smith, 2164 Safford
Ave., Columbus,
OH 43223.
Bobbi Hill, wife of
Isom Hill (’80)
passed away
February 18, 2006.
Phone: 334-7745859

BCF LAYS TO REST LONG
TIME EMPLOYEE, ALUMNUS
A small knowing smile, quiet spirit, humble servant
to all—these were the phrases used over and over
again to describe eighteen year Baptist College of
Florida employee and alumnus Phillip Draayom as
friends and family bid a last farewell April 26 in the
college’s R.G. Lee Chapel. Draayom died April 23, at
60 years of age, following a brief illness.
Despite the dark foreboding, stormy skies that
enveloped the tall white steeple atop the chapel, tears
quickly turned to laughter on the inside as friends and
Draayom
family recounted a lifetime of memories.
According to the stories told, each day began for Phil as the last, in morning
prayer with the staff he supervised as the college’s director of physical plant operations. He daily prayed for their protection, success, and joy. “It wasn’t all about
work,” explained Huie Wilson in an interview. “He was willing to talk and pray with
you about anything.”
Wilson was a member of Draayom’s staff and counted him a friend. “Phil was
such a great boss that you didn’t dread coming to work,” he said. “It was a blessing to see him coming because he had such a cheerful attitude. I hope I’m half
the man Phil was.”
This was the same indelible impression left by Draayom on all who knew him.
Explained one friend during a segment of the service opened for comments from
those in attendance, “He always had a small grin on his face when you saw him.
In twenty years we never saw him without the sweetest spirit.” Others told similar anecdotes of Draayom’s servanthood, humility, and faith.
This selflessness permeated Draayom’s life and ministry marked by a willingness to serve wherever needed. He was a craftsman, builder, and repairman by
trade, but also held a Bachelor’s degree in Theology and served as pastor at
churches in Florida, Alabama, and Georgia.
Former BCF co-worker and friend Raymond O’Quinn, who also served in ministry with Draayom at a local church, told of a conversation with him in his final
days. “I remember him saying, ‘I’m getting the best deal out of this . . . I’m going
to see Jesus.’” “Phillip Draayom finished his course. He finished that course faithfully,” he concluded. His unwavering faith remained steady even in his final hours.
According to the college administration, Draayom’s contributions at BCF are
abundant. Perhaps the most lasting physical evidence of Draayom’s life at BCF is
the immense 18-foot wooden cross that hangs at the center of the R.G. Lee
Chapel.
During a recent remodel of the structure, Thomas A. Kinchen, college president, asked the talented artisan to construct what would become the focal point
of the worship center. He exceeded expectations, resulting in a masterpiece that
serves as a reminder of his faith to all.
“Phil Draayom was a classic example of a humble Christian servant. No need
was too great and no person was too small for him to give his very best,” Kinchen
explained. “Not only was he willing to serve, he served anyone and everyone with
a Christ-like character. The College and I will miss him as a colleague and especially as a friend and brother.”
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