Parker named new
vice president
T

he Baptist College of Florida welcomes Charles R. Parker as its
new vice president for institutional advancement.
The new recruit is a long-time friend
of the college serving previously as chairman of the college's council of friends,
and working as a field representative in
donor development.
Parker brings to the position a wealth
of knowledge gained through a distinguished 30-year career in the armed
forces as well as numerous degrees.
He retired as a Navy captain in 1991,
with many honors
including a purple
heart, a meritorious
service medal, naval
commendation medal
with combat V, combat action medial and
nine unit and area ribbons.
Following retirement, he has continued to work as a civilian as pastor of
Friendship Baptist
Church in Metcalfe,
Georgia as well as
director of public relations for Archbold Northside Medical
Center in Thomasville, Georgia.
Parker is also active in community
service, serving as director of the
Thomasville, Georgia Kiwanis Club and
chairman of the Thomas County Georgia
Department of Family Children Services
before recently relocating to Graceville.
"Charles Parker represents the best in
Southern Baptist life. He has had a distinguished career in service to our Lord and
to our nation," states BCF President
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Thomas A. Kinchen.
"Mr. Parker brings to his new position
the wisdom that has come from service in
the local church as well as strong relationships within the denomination. He
has been a friend of the college for many
years."
Parker is enthusiastic about the new
challenge explaining, "I am excited to be
a part of a college whose motto is
'Changing the World Through the
Unchanging Word."
In addition to a lifetime of experience,
Parker is also well educated holding a
Bachelor of Arts
degree in History from
Mercer University in
Macon, Georgia, a
Master of Science
degree in Counseling
from
Troy
State
University in Troy,
Alabama, a Master of
Divinity degree from
New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary
and a Master of
B u s i n e s s
Administration degree
Thomas
Parker from
University
in
Thomasville, Georgia.
In addition, Parker has completed 95
hours of a Ph.D. in Psychology from the
United States International University in
San Diego, California.
"We could not have found a better person for this job if we had conducted a
nationwide search," states Kinchen.
"Thankfully the Lord had the right person
at the right place at the right time. We are
fortunate to have Charles Parker working
with us."
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Dear Friends,
As I write this, we are in the middle of the holiday season. For me this is the best time of the year. I still have
enough kid in me to get excited about all of the fun things of this time. Hopefully I
have enough adult in me to pause and be grateful for the supreme gift that our
Heavenly Father gave to us in His Son.
Last Friday night we celebrated our seventh annual Village Christmas. This has
become a vital event on the campus and a wonderful reminder of our heritage and
hope. I want to invite you to join us for this event next year. It is held on the first
Friday night of December. The campus, the community and friends from miles away
come together in this celebration of our Lord’s blessings. So many of our folks work
so hard to make this a great time that I know you will be blessed by making the effort
to attend.

Cover Photo: A child enjoys
the sights of this year’s Village
Christmas event held at historic Heritage Village. Cover
photo by Mattox Photography;
design by Mike Smith.
Echoes is published quarterly
by The Baptist College of
Florida, 5400 College Drive,
Graceville, Florida 324401898. Periodical postage paid
at Graceville, Florida and
additional offices.
If you know someone who
would like to receive Echoes,
please send name and address
to BCF, Echoes Editor, 5400
College Drive, Graceville, FL
32440-1898.
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BCF
5400 COLLEGE DRIVE
GRACEVILLE, FL
32440-1898
Statement of Mission
The purpose of The Baptist
College of Florida shall be to
promote, provide for, operate
and control a program of education and training for ministers and other religious workers. The college shall operate
as a coeducational, post-secondary institution awarding
associate and baccalaureate
degrees in the fields of theology, Christian education, church
music, Christian counseling,
leadership and education.

We are delighted to welcome Mr. Charles Parker to the position of Vice President for
Institutional Advancement at the college. He comes to us after a distinguished career
in military service and pastoral ministry. Mr. Parker has been a friend to this school
for many years, and we welcome him to our official family.
Mr. Jerry Cordell is retiring from his position as Vice President for Business Affairs
at the College. He has served our Lord and the college faithfully for 21 years. Jerry
is a friend, colleague and true brother in Christ. I will miss his fellowship on a daily
basis, but I look forward to many years of further good times in the future. God Bless
You, Jerry!
Recently we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the college. I am convinced that 60
years ago none of the founders dared to dream all that our Lord would do with this
unique school. I am just as convinced that now we cannot imagine all that lies ahead
in the future. I do know that our Lord is faithful. I do know that He wants to bless us
far beyond what we can even dream. I do know that I feel a deep new sense of commitment to the task that lies before us. Knowing all of these, I can move with unbridled excitement into the future of a new year and a new era in the life of the school
that is in reality “Changing the World Through the Unchanging Word.”
May God richly bless you. Come to see us when you can. We would be honored to
have you on the campus.
God Bless You,

Thomas A. Kinchen
President
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BCF
celebrates
60th
anniversary
Above: BCF trustees and friends of the college get a first look at the new Shepherds' Cottages located on the college campus. The first residents
are expected to occupy the cottages during the spring of 2004. Left Top: Kinchen, BCF president, addresses the capacity crowd gathered for the
60th anniversary celebration in the R. G. Lee chapel October 17. Left Bottom: Pictured during the WFBU studio ribbon cutting are, from left,
Dr. Eddie Gandy, outgoing chair of the board of trustees, Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen, BCF president, and Pete Chamberlain, president of the B. R.
Chamberlain Foundation. The foundation has been instrumental in providing essential funding for the set up of the station.

S

ixty years has passed since The
Baptist College of Florida, then
Florida Baptist Institute (FBI), first
opened its doors in Lakeland, Florida as a
high school in September of 1943.
Despite the years, President Dr.
Thomas A. Kinchen notes that the school
continues to remain true to its heritage of
Christ-centered education. The college
celebrated this heritage, Friday, October
17 with an array of activities on the
Graceville campus in Northwest Florida.
In a celebration themed "Celebrating
60 years of Soul Searching" trustees, faculty, staff, alum, special guests and neighbors gathered to commemorate this milestone in the history of the college. The
festivities began with a ceremony in the
R. G. Lee Chapel with faculty in full
regalia and a capacity crowd.
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"What we present before you today
after 60 years of living and serving is an
institution constantly reminded that our
source is in Jesus Christ, our confidence
is in the provision of Almighty God, and
our aim is to press toward the mark that
has been set by God from eternity for the
work of the kingdom," said Kinchen.
He went on to recount a conversation
with the late Happy Boehm Mitchell,
wife of the late Dr. Ted Boehm, one of the
original founders of FBI in which she reveled at the progress the college has made
since its founding. "Dr. Kinchen, I could
never have imagined then what would
happen today," Kinchen told of Happy's
amazement. This conversation, he said,
led him to "imagine" both how different
the past might have been without BCF,
and just what the future might hold.

"Just imagine that there had never
been a Florida Baptist Institute for
Harrison Conley," Kinchen offered, who
was a member of the first class of FBI in
Lakeland in 1943. At 93, Conley is still in
active service through a prison ministry
near his home in Wauchula, Florida
where he reports to have led over 150 persons to Christ in just one year.
He related similar stories of alumni
who have served around the world including Lynn Kennedy, a 1992 alum who after
continuing her education at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, was appointed as a missionary by the International Mission
Board to serve in Burkina Faso in western
Africa where she continues in service
today.
In light of these accomplishments,

Kinchen also looked to the future which Hiland Park Baptist Church, Dan and
he says, holds even greater possibilities, Jean Chandler of Chandler Furniture, Joe
"We stand today not having arrived . . . and Cindy Anderson of Anderson
but we stand today with opportunities Columbia Construction, R.C. Hammack,
unlike any that we have ever had."
and Charles and Betty Parker.
Kinchen highlighted the college's
Following the ceremony, attendees
record fall enrollment of 628 students as enjoyed an outdoor reception under the
well as the expanded opportunities for gazebo in the commons area before movstudy across Florida with distance sites in ing on to the studios of the college's new
Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa, Pensacola 100 watt low power radio station for a
and Tallahassee and around the world ribbon cutting ceremony. The station,
through BCF's on-line camWFBU,
pus.
broadcast
"God has a mark set for
sat
FM
the life of this institution. I'm
“God has a mark set for 94.7 and
not sure of all that is, only the life of this institution. t r a n s m i t
God is," implored Kinchen.
sto
an
I’m not sure of all that a p p r o x i "It's bigger than my strength .
is, only God is.”
. . my ability, it's bigger than
mate 3.5
our corporate vision . . . but it
--Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen m i l e
is no major task for our God."
radius of
Several special guests were also hon- the BCF campus. The 24-hour station
ored during the ceremony for "making the services the BCF campus and the surpast possible, the present promising and rounding community as Graceville's comthe future full of potential," their awards munity station.
read. Among those recognized were the
WFBU features a contemporary
Alfred I. Dupont Foundation, Inc., B.R. Christian format with artists like
Chamberlain
Foundation,
Chatlos Caedman's Call and Mercy Me as well as
Foundation, Larry and Frances Taylor, well-known radio personalities, preachers

and teachers. According to Kinchen, the
station is the first step in the establishment of a communication major at BCF,
scheduled to be offered beginning in
2005.
Guests also enjoyed a tour of the first
cottage in The Shepherds' Cottages, a
housing community for retired ministers.
The cottages are being built in an area
adjacent to Heritage Village on the BCF
campus and will be available for rental to
individuals based upon their income and
ability to pay.
The Shepherds’ Cottages was the
vision of Kinchen, who was seeking a
way to provide a suitable retirement for
retired ministers who are unable to provide financially for themselves.
The project is a joint effort between
the college, numerous volunteer groups
and Christian Ministries, Inc., a private
not-for-profit corporation led by Joe
Napier- a longtime friend and benefactor
of the college.
The first unit in The Shepherds'
Cottages is nearing completion with the
second unit already under construction.
The first residents are expected to utilize
the homes in the spring of 2004.
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BCF mourns loss of
student, rejoices in his life
Senior Hugh Spears passes away after battle with cancer

F

riends describe the late Hugh
Spears as a man of big
stature, but more importantly
a big heart. Spears had left his home
in Pensacola only three and a half
years earlier with his wife, Rhonda,
and two sons to embark on his educational pursuit at The Baptist
College
of
Florida (BCF) in
Graceville when
the unexpected
happened.
At only 33,
Hugh was diagnosed with colon
cancer in the fall
of
2002.
Chemotherapy
treatments began
immediately, but
according
to
those who knew
him, the medication reduced his
quality of life so
extremely that he
later decided to reduce the treatment
to half strength. It was then a waiting game for the Spears family.
Hugh and Rhonda completed
their coursework at BCF for the
spring semester and began to enjoy
what would be their last summer
together.
A return visit to the doctor in late
July was more bad news. The cancer
was not in remission and Hugh was
given only six months to live.

6  ECHOES / WINTER 2003

Despite this prognosis, Hugh was
determined to move on with life.
"He said, 'I'm going to be healed one
way or another,'" recalls Dr. Rick
Freeman, assistant professor of Old
Testament and Hebrew.
"Either God would heal him
physically, or he would be healed by

God taking him to heaven."
While he never stopped fighting
the cancer physically, Freeman
explains, he didn't see the alternative
as a terrible choice. "From the tone
of his voice, I think he considered
the latter to be greater than the former."
A dedicated student with a 3.65
grade point average, Hugh and
Rhonda both planned to graduate in
December of this year, Hugh with a

Bachelor of Arts degree in theology
and Rhonda with an Associate of
Divinity degree.
However, after enrolling in fall
classes Hugh's condition began to
rapidly deteriorate. Still determined
to complete his degree even though
he was no longer able to physically
attend class to
complete the 12hour
course
load, he was
granted special
permission from
the college to
continue
his
coursework
from home.
Only a
few weeks later
on
Tuesday,
September 16,
Hugh
passed
away at his
home.
"The life
and death of
Hugh Spears reminded our campus
family of what it means to be family," said Dr. Thomas A. Kinchen,
BCF president.
"Hugh had a contagious smile
and vibrant spirit. When faced with
the final decisions about this life he
trusted in his Lord and lived out his
time with his family."
The Spears family shared their
loss with many who knew Hugh.
(continued p. 11)
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alumninews

alumninews
Stay in

Touch

with fellow alumni

1960’s
Ben P. Bryant (64)
recently celebrated
his 30th anniversary
as pastor of the First
Baptist Church of
Starke, Florida.

1970’s
Kenneth Goss (73)
can be reached by
mail at 269 County
Rd. 218 Abbeville,
AL 36310 and by
phone at (334) 7906572.
Willie Butler (75)
retired July 27. He
has served as pastor
of Providence
Baptist Church in
Grand Ridge, FL for
the past 13 years.
He also served two
churches in Georgia
and one in Panama
City Beach, FL. He
and wife Jo Ann
may be reached at
2994 Hwy 69 Grand
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Ridge, FL 32442 or
by phone at (850)
592-2451.
Ed (75) and Geri
(76) Heptinstall
currently reside at
3673 Stockdale
Road, Munford, AL
36268. Ed has
served as pastor of
Stockdale Baptist
Church in the Coosa
River Baptist
Association since
1999. Ed and Geri
may be reached by
mail at the previous
address, by e-mail
at revhep@aol.com
or by phone at (256)
362-0813.
Roy Cordle (78)
has received his Th.
D. from Covington
Seminary and is
currently serving as
pastor of Riddles
Bend Baptist
Church in Rainbow
City, Alabama. He

may be reached by
phone at (256) 4423230 and by mail at
9310 Lister Ferry
Road Rainbow City,
AL 35906 or by email at roycordle
@bellsouth.net.

1980’s
Randall Ingram
(80) and wife
Patricia are currently residing in
Talladega, Alabama
where Randall is
serving as pastor of
Mt. Olive Baptist
Church. They can
be reached at 279
Mt. Olive Circle
Talladega, AL
35160.
Ronald G. Kegley,
Sr. (84) may be
reached at his new
address of 4440
Edward Higgins #
201, Pierrefonds,
Quebec, Canada
H8Y-3N3 or by

email Rkegleysr51
@aol.com
Steve Lammons
(88) is now serving
as Associational
Missions Director
for Golden Triangle
Baptist Association.
He may be reached
at 560 Willow
Brook road
Columbus, MS
39705 or by e-mail
at lammons
@ra.msstate.edu.

1990’s
Paul Shaw (90) is
serving as pastor of
Harmony Baptist
Church in Megs,
Georgia. He and
wife Mary may be
reached at 1060
Harmony Rd. Megs,
GA 31765, or by email at wpshaw1
@msn.com
Jeff (91) and
Eldean Hagans have

moved to West
Melbourne, Florida
where Jeff is now
serving as music
minister at West
Melbourne Baptist
Church and Eldean
is teaching music at
Meadow Lane
Elementary School.
They may be
reached at P.O. Box
120130, West
Melbourne, FL
32912 or by phone
at (321) 723-3681.
Michael Frazier
(94) is now serving
in Momence, IL as
pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church. He
and wife Audrey
may be reached at
500 Gladiolus
Avenue Momence
IL 60954.
Lauren Mercer
(94) and wife Linda
are serving at First
Baptist Church,

Polk City Florida.
He and his wife
Linda may be
reached at 134
Bermuda Ct. Polk
City, FL 33880 or
by e- mail at loran
@fbcpolkcity.com.
Michael Barber
(96) and wife
Jeannie can now be
reached at 1860
Culkin Road,
Vicksburg, MS
39183 or by phone
at (601) 661-0792
and by e-mail at
mjbarber1972@
hotmail.com.
Andrew Thomas
(96) is now the pastor at Blue River
Baptist Church in
Salem, IN. He and
his wife Ginny can
be reached at 5289
E. Farabee Road.
Salem, IN 47167 or
by phone at (812)
883-5453.
Brian Coleman
(96) has recently
completed a M. Div
at Beeson
University and is
currently pursuing a
Th. M at The
Southern Baptist
Theological
Seminary. He is
also serving as pastor of Grace Baptist
Church in
Gainesville, FL
where his wife

Theresa also serves
as the director of
the women’s ministry. They may be
eached at 7100 NW
39th Ave.
Gainesville, FL
32606 or by phone
at (352) 374-4748.
Joel (97) and
Annthea (97)
Breidenbaugh have
a new baby boy
John Mark, born
may 2003. They
also have a daughter, Hannah, born
January 2002. Joel
is presently serving
as pastor at Bethel
Baptist Church in
Henderson,
Kentucky. They
may be reached at
their home address
at 5547 Highway
416 East,
Henderson,
Kentucky 42420; by
phone at (270) 5469840; or e-mail at
breidfamily
@yahoo.com.
Chris Pappas (97)
has recently accepted the position of
administrative pastor at Emmanuel
Baptist Church in
Overland Park, KS.
He and wife Jeni
may be reached by
mail at 10100
Metcalf Avenue
Overland Park, KS
66212; by phone at

(913) 649-0900; or
by e-mail at
wcpippas@aol.com
Chuck Luke (98) is
now working for
Pacific Alliance as a
graphic artist in
New York. He can
be reached by mail
at 205 West 136th
Street, New York,
New York 10039;
by phone at (909)
662-6814; or by email at cpluke2003
@yahoo.com.
Kris (98) and
Shana(00) Mullins
may be reached at
902 NW 44th Street
Lawton, Oklahoma
73505.
Rob Lightsey (98)
is serving as minister of students at
Bethel Baptist
Church in Dothan,
Alabama. He and
wife Michelle may
be reached at 282
Melrose Lane
Dothan, AL 36301
or by phone at (334)
671-0701.

Donnie Duncan
(98) has moved and
can be reached at
3200 Denham
Road, Sycamore,
GA 31790 or by
phone at (229) 5674091.
Ron Reed (98) has
been called to
Macedonia North
Baptist Church in
Vincent, Alabama.
He and wife Vickie
may be reached at
3723 Haven View
Circle, Birmingham,
AL 35216 and by
phone at (205) 8236312.
Sandra Wilkinson
(98) has moved and
may be reached at
5862 Saratoga
Drive, Crestview,
FL 32536.
Charles R.
(Chuck) Pinkerton
(98) and wife
Melanie may be
reached at their new
address of 105 W.
10th Street,
Yankton, SD 57078,
and by e-mail at

pastor-p1
@excite.com.
Chuck has accepted
the position of pastor of Yankton
Baptist Church in
Yankton, SD.
Steven Allen (98)
and wife,Yolanda,
along with their
three children
Steven. Aaron, and
Makalia have
moved to Langley,
Virginia where
Steven is serving as
a United States Air
Force Chaplian at
Langley Air Force
Base. They may be
reached at 4
Blackberry Lane
Hampton, Virginia
23669 or by phone
at (757) 850-3895.

2000’s
Michael McGough
(00) and wife
Courtney have
recently moved to
Conyers, GA. They
may be reached at
1135 Peaks Landing
SE, Conyers, GA
30013 or drop him
an e-mail at

Open House Spring 2003
Share your alma matter with your teenagers
and youth groups at BCF’s spring Open House
Friday, March 5! Call (800) 328-2660, ext. 460
for more information about the event.
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alumninews
mikemagoo
@hotmail.com.
Trey (00) and Misty
Wells ask for your
prayers as Misty
awaits a heart transplant at Shands
Hospital. She is
currently on the
heart transplant list.
They may be
reached by phone at
(352) 375-2146 or
by mail at 4230 SW
20th Lane Apt. A,
Gainesville, FL
32607.
Mike Mason (00)
and wife Melissa
have taken a position as a minister of
youth and education
at Shindler Drive
Baptist Church.
They may be
reached by mail at
7100 Shindler
Drive, Jacksonville,
FL 32222; or by
phone at (904) 8280302.
Kurt Mustian (00)
is now attending
Mid-America
Baptist Theological
Seminary pursuing
a Masters in
Missiology. He and
wife Robin may be
reached by mail at
9400 Goodman
Road # 24-B Olive
Branch, Mississippi
38654; by phone at
(662) 890-0709 and

by e-mail at
munchkins4@
promisevision.com
Matthew Jones
(00) has moved to
339 West Pine
Avenue, Wake
Forest, North
Carolina 27587.
Corey Powell (00)
may be reached at
his new address of
889 Harvard Street,
Rochester NY
14610 or by e-mail
at scoreypowell
@yahoo.com
Melissa Howard
(01) is now serving
at Vaughn Forest
Baptist Church in
Montgomery,
Alabama as associate preschool and
children’s minister.
She may be reached
at 1351 Stonehenge
Road, Montgomery,
AL 36117 or by
phone at (334)2775091.
James Curtis
Harvey Jr. (02) is
now the associate
pastor at Greater
Beulah Baptist
Church in Dothan,
Alabama. He is
also the newest
Mercedes-Benz
Representative in
Dothan. He may be
reached at work at
1-800-239-8680 ext.

165; by mail at 297
Caravan Lane
Kensey, AL 36303;
and home phone
(334) 794-0727.
Ron Stoffel (02)
and wife Tracy have
moved to Mobile,
Alabama where Ron
is the minister of
children/ preschool
and day care director at Government
Street Baptist
Church. They
maybe reached at
2556 Meadowview
Drive, Mobile,
Alabama 36695;
home phone (251)
776-1715; or work
phone (251) 6607444.
Bryan Edenfield
(02) has been called
as pastor to
Haralson Baptist
Church in Haralson,
GA. He and wife
Kelly, along with
their three children
Kyle, Kameron, and
Katie may be
reached at 160
General Longstreet
Line, Newnan, GA
30265 or by e-mail
at b_edenfield
@yahoo.com.
Triva Burris (03) is
living in Norcross,
Georgia with her
husband Jason. She
is currently pursuing a master’s

alumninews
degree in professional counseling
with child and adolescents at
Physiological
Studies Institute.
They may be
reached by mail at
1100 Indiana Trail
Rd. Apt # 2221
Norcross, GA
30094; and by
phone at (404) 5802487.

In Memoriam
Debbie Burgess
(88) passed away
June 3, 2003. Currie
and Samuel may be
reached at P.O. Box
237 Halifax, North
Carolina 27839 or
by phone at (252)
583-3583. You may
also contact them
by e-mail at
cburgess@
schoollink.net.
Ron Cole (98) was
killed in a car accident earlier this
year. Donations
may be made to his
family by mail to
Alabama Telco
Credit Union, c/o
Ron Cole account,
309 West Avenue,
Geneva, Al 36340.
Crisa Somer Hood
passed away
September 17, 2003
after a four-year
battle with cancer.
Somer attended

BCF in 2001 before
her health condition
required her to
withdraw. Her parents may be reached
by mail at 185
Davis Rd.,
Tuscumbia, AL
35674.
Hugh Spears
passed away
September 16, 2003
after a year-long
battle with colon
cancer. His wife
Rhonda (03) may
be reached by mail
at 235 Merry Dell
Drive, Ozark, AL
36360.

New Births
James Otts (94)
and wife Jennifer
have welcomed a
new baby girl into
the world. Emily
was born in June
2003. Jennifer is
staying at home
with the baby and
pursuing a master’s
degree while James
prepares to join the
Army Chaplin
Program at Beeson.
They can be
reached at 3710 J.
Lodge Drive,
Hoover, AL 32516
or by phone at (205)
936-2671.
Kyle (00) and Cara
(01) Luke are the
proud new parents
of son Garet Kyle,

born July 1, 2003.
Garet weighed 7
pounds 8 ounces
and was 20 ¼ inches long. Kyle and
Cara can be reached
by mail at 3842
Sain Lane,
Graceville, FL
32440; by phone at
(850) 263-8849/ or
by e-mail at ksluke
@baptistcollege.edu.
Rick Henderson
(00) and Heather
are proud new parents baby girl
Caroline Belle. She
was born September
3, 2003. Caroline
weighed 8 pounds 2
ounces and was 19
½ inches long.
Rick and Heather
can be reached at
5700 St. Anthony
Ave. # 125, New
Orleans, LA 70122.
Buffi Shelly (01)
and husband Keith,

a current BCF student, are the proud
new parents of baby
boy Nathan Josiah.
He was born on
March 6, 2003
weighing 8 pounds
4 ounces and 21
inches long. They
can be reached at
1082 Sanders
Avenue Apt # A-1
Graceville, FL
32440, by phone at
(850) 263-8444 or
by e-mail at
buffimorgan@
yahoo.com.
Danny (02) and
Shae (02) Heath
are new parents of
Madison Grace who
was born September
16, 2003. She
weighed 7 pounds
and 12 ounces and
was 19 inches long.
Danny and Shae can
be reached by mail
at 4055 Lipsey St. #
2 New Orleans, LA

70126; or by phone
at (504) 816-8360.
Micah (01) and
Tracy Fries
announce the birth
of their daughter
Sarah Grace Fries,
born Nov. 14. She
weighed 7 pounds
and 15 ounces, and
was 21 inches long.
Contact them by
e-mail to micah@
friesville.com.
Shon (03) and
Kelly Brackin are
the new proud parents of Gabriel
Michael who was
born October 16,
2003. He weighed
5 pounds and 11
ounces and 11 ½
inches. Shon and
Kelly can be
reached by mail at
2863 Hodgesville
Road Dothan, AL
36301; or by phone
at (334)712-0321.

Spears ----- from p. 6
From professors to friends, all describe
him as a person who brought life wherever he went.
"When he asked me to preach his
funeral he told me, 'I don't want it to be
sad,'" recalls friend and pastor Charles
Goldsmith. "Hugh gave me strength in the
presence of God when things got tough . .
. and when times were smooth he would
challenge me," says Goldsmith.
Hugh served with Goldmsith as youth
pastor at Logan Road Baptist Church in
Ozark, Alabama where he radiated the
same paradox of joker and serious scholar.
The youth in his group describe him as
a "big kid" who was "never sad," but also
remember the seriousness he required of
them in their studies.
"He didn't want 'Sunday School'
answers," said youth group member
Angela Sentel. "He wanted you to find it
in the Bible . . . explain it . . . and prove it
to him."
"If something was wrong with you, he
was the first one to notice," remembers
Sierra Sentel, twin sister to Angela. "He
would bug you until you told him what
was going on."
"Then, in hard times he always said to
put one foot in front of the other," David
Goldsmith added. "That's what we have to
do now."
In keeping with Hugh's philosophy,
Rhonda returned to classes at BCF Sept.
25 and received her Associate of Divinity
degree in the December commencement
ceremony.
"Hugh told her to make sure that she
graduated," says friend and neighbor Terri
Minkler. "They had talked about it for
such a long time before his death . . . about
her graduating and moving on with her
life." "She is such a strong woman . . . she
will definitely be able to fulfill his wishes."
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Ministry Assistantís
Conference
February 20, 2004
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Evangelism
Conference
March 29 - 31, 2004
10 - 11a.m. each day
Gary Frost, VP

Powell Lectures
March 15 - 17, 2004
10 - 11 a.m. each day
Dr. David Nobel, President
Summit Ministries

Strategic Partnerships Group
North American Mission Board

Senior Adult
Celebration
March 4, 2004
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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