














“Learn how to rub people
the right way,” Southern
Baptist Convention presi-
dent James Merritt told
Baptist College of Florida
(BCF) students during the
Sept. 5 chapel service at
the college. 

Referring to the gift of encourage-
ment, he implored students to be as
Barnabas whom he said was a minis-
ter of encouragement. “He made the
encourager's hall of fame,” said
Merritt.

According to Merritt, there are
three important lessons

to be learned
from

Barnabas. 
First, he told each student to learn

to be a person who brings blessings to
others. 

“Barnabas didn’t just encourage
with his words, he encouraged with
his works,” he noted. He said this
sometimes means meeting people at
the point of a financial need.
However, he noted that many others
who are sick, hurting or discouraged
do not need money, but only an

encouraging word.
Second, he told students that an

encourager must be a person who
breaks down barriers for others. 

He returned to the example of
Barnabas when Paul tried to join the

church after his conversion as told
in Acts 9. When no one else
would accept Paul, Barnabas
was the encourager who wel-
comed him without ever
bringing up his past or his
mistakes. 

“An encourager will cham-
pion the underdog,” said

Merritt, “He will walk into your
house when everyone else has

just walked out.” He said this
should be the attitude of each per-

son’s heart in the church. 

Merritt commented, “When peo-
ple come to church they ought to find
bridges going up and barriers coming
down.” “We ought to tear down the
barrier of prejudice and build up the
bridge of love.”

Merritt said this exemplifies the
third characteristic of an encourager--
to build bridges with others. 

“Encourager's see potential where
others see problems,” he said. He
noted that often a person’s biggest

problem is the person who will not let
them forget their mistakes. 

He likened the all too frequent sit-
uation to that of the classic cartoon
character Charlie Brown. Charlie
Brown could never do anything cor-
rectly, but his biggest problem was
Lucy, because she always reminded
him of his mistakes. 

“One encouraging word spoken at
the right time, for the right person can
change a man’s life,” he concluded,
“Encouragement has that kind of
power.”

Merritt is serving his second term
as the president of the Southern
Baptist Convention and serves as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of
Snellville, Georgia.
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died in September
after a battle with
cancer. We wish to
express our deepest
sympathies to these
families who have
blessed our lives
and served our Lord

faithfully. May God
be with you. 
Mark you calendar
now for
Homecoming 2002,
coming March 4-5.
Watch your mail for
details and the

opportunity to send
in your reservations
to be a part of this
years festivities.

David Coggins
Director of Alumni

& Church Relations
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Spring  Conference  Series
at The Baptist College of Florida

EEvvaannggeelliissmm  
CCoonnffeerreennccee
February 11 - 13
R.G. Lee Chapel
Guest Speaker:
Dr. Bobby Welch
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Daytona Beach, Florida

MMiinniissttrryy  AAssssiissttaanntt’’ss
CCoonnffeerreennccee
February 22
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
R.G. Lee Chapel
Guest Speakers:
LifeWay Christian Resources
Speakers

SSeenniioorr  AAdduulltt  
CCeelleebbrraattiioonn
March 28 
8:30 a.m.
R.G. Lee Chapel
Come enjoy:
Male Choral & other

BCF ensembles
Estate Planning Seminar
And much more!

PPoowweellll  LLeeccttuurreess
April 22 - 23
10 - 11 a.m.
R.G. Lee Chapel
Guest Speaker:
Dr. Timothy George, Dean
Beeson Divinity School of
Samford Univeristy

For more information call (800) 328-2660, ext. 485
or e-mail jdcoggins@baptistcollege.edu
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